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CORRESPONDENCE

AND

MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS

RELATING TO

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION.

TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

New Windsor, 8 April, 1781.
Sin,

The enclosed return, made up to the first of the
month, will show the number of recruits, who have
joined this post of the Continental army since its form-
ation upon the new establishment. My requests to the
executives of the several States have been earnest,
and my orders to the officers in them have been point-
ed and positive, to send forward the recruits as fast
as possible. What to expect, or rather to apprehend,
from these delays, Congress can more easily conceive
than I can describe. Some States, I am told, despair-
ing of getting their quotas for the war, or three years,
are resorting to the old expedient of temporary en-
listments, while impediments of another kind withhold
the recruits from the army in others.

The bare relation of these facts, without combining
other circumstances of equal magnitude and uncertain-
ty, or adding to them the difficulties with which we

VOL. VIII. 1 A
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are surrounded for want of money, will convince Con-
gress of the impracticability of my fixing at this time
on any definitive plan of a campaign, and of my ina-
bility to carry into effect those, which have heretofore
been the objects of contemplation. They will readily
see, that our future operations depend upon contin-
gencies, and that our determinations must be the re-
sult of the moment, and dependent upon circumstances.

In this view of matters here, the progress of the en-
emy under Lord Cornwallis, and in consideration of
the reinforcement which has lately gone to him, I have
judged it expedient to order the Marquis de Lafayette
to proceed with his detachment to the southern army,
and put himself under the orders of Major-General
Greene. The greatest objection I had to the measure,
circumstanced as things now are, was, that the detach-
ment was not formed for the campaign, or for so dis-
tant a service as that on which they are now ordered ;
consequently neither officers nor men were prepared
for it; but the urgent call for succour to the southern
States, the proximity of this corps to them, the ex-
pedition with which it can join the southern army, and
the public expense that will be saved by its advance,
have overcome all less considerations in deciding up-
on it. I wish the march of the Pennsylvania troops
could be facilitated, and that Moylan’s cavalry could
be recruited, equipped, and marched without delay ;
for every judicious officer I have conversed with from
the southward, and all the representations I received
thence, confirm me in the opinion, that great advan-
tages are to be derived from a superior cavalry. With-
out magazines, and with an interrupted communica-
tion, I do not see how Lord Cornwallis could have
subsisted his army, if we had outnumbered him in
horse.
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I think it my duty to inform Congress, that there is
great dissatisfaction at this time in the New York line
for want of pay. Near sixteen months’ pay, I am told,
is due. If it were practicable to give this and the
Jersey troops, if they are in the same predicament, a
small portion of their pay, it might stop desertion,
which is frequent, and avert greater evils, which are
otherwise to be apprehended. The four eastern States
have given a temporary relief to their troops, which
makes the case of others, those of New York par-
ticularly, appear more distressing and grievous to them.

I have the honor to be, &c.

TO MAJOR BENJAMIN TALLMADGE.

New Windsor, 8 April, 1781.
Sir,

The success of the proposed enterprise, must de-
pend on the absence of the British fleet, the secrecy
of the attempt, and a knowledge of the exact situa-
tion of the enemy. If, after you have been at the
westward, the circumstances, from your intelligence,
shall still appear favorable, you will be at liberty to
be the bearer of the enclosed letter to the Count de
Rochambeau, to whose determination I have referred
the matter ; as any cooperation on our part, by moving
troops towards the Sound, would give such indications
of the design, as would effectually frustrate the suc-
cess. Should you not proceed to the Count, you may
destroy that letter. If, on the contrary, you should
go to Newport, by keeping an account of the expenses,
they will be repaid by the public.

In the mean time, I wish you to be as particular as
possible, in obtaining from your friend an accurate



4 WASHINGTON’S WRITINGS. [XEr. 49,

account of the enemy’s strength on York, Long, and
Staten Islands, specifying the several corps and their
distributions. This, I think, from the enemy’s present
weak state, may be procured with more facility and
accuracy than at any former period. I wish to know,
also, the strength of the last detachment from New
York, and of what troops it was composed.

I need scarcely suggest, if you should go eastward,
that it will be expedient to do it in such a manner as
not to create suspicion. Indeed, secrecy is absolutely
necessary in the whole affair. As Count de Rocham-
beau does not understand English, it may be well to
communicate your business to the Chevalier de Chas-
tellux in the first instance, and through him to the
Count, lest it should accidentally get abroad in the
communication. I am, &c.*

* In the letter to which the above was a reply, Major Tallmadge had
written as follows.

« Since the establishment of the Board at New York for the direction
of the Associated: Loyalists, there appears to have been a regular system
adopted to open a more effectual communication with the disaffected in
Connecticut. Chains of intelligence, which are daily growing more
dangerous, and the more injurious traffic, which is constantly increasing,
are but too fatal consequences of this system. My informer has re-
quested me to propose to your Excellency a plan to break up the whole
body of these marauders. At Lloyd’s Neck, on Long Island, it is sup-
posed there are assembled about eight hundred men, chiefly refugees
and deserters from our army. Of this number there may be about four
hundred and fifty or five hundred properly armed. Their naval guard
consists of one vessel of sixteen guns, two small privateers, and a gal-
ley. About eight miles east of Lloyd’s Neck, they have a post at
Treadwell’s Bank, of about one hundred and forty men, chiefly wood-
cutters armed. I have seen an accurate draft of this post and works.”
Hartford, April 6th.

Major Tallmadge believed, that, if two frigates should enter the Sound,
in the absence of the British fleet, and at the same time a suitable body
of troops were embarked in boats, the posts might be cut off. He of-
fered to aid or direct an enterprise for such an object.

On receiving General Washington’s letter, Major Tallmadge passed
over jn person to Long Island, and obtained exact knowledge of the
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TO COLONEL JOHN LAURENS, AT PARIS.

New Windsor, 9 April, 1781.
My pEAR LAURENS,

Colonel Armand, who was charged with the delivery
of many letters to you from the Marquis de Lafayette,
imparting to his friends and the ministry of France
your mission, unfortunately arrived at Boston after you
had sailed. By him I gave you an account of the revolt
of part of the Jersey troops, Arnold’s expedition to
Virginia, Leslie’s arrival at Charleston, and such other
matters as occurred after your departure.

Since that period several interesting events have
happened ; some favorable, others adverse. Among
the former may be reckoned Morgan’s brilliant action
with Tarleton ; among the latter, the advantages gained
by Lord Cornwallis over General Greene. The official
accounts of these I enclose to you. Cornwallis, after
the defeat of Tarleton, destroyed his wagons, and made
a violent effort to recover his prisoners, but, failing
therein moved equally light and rapidly against General
Greene, who, though he had formed a junction with
Morgan, was obliged to retreat before him into Vir-
ginia. Whether from despair of recovering his pris-
oners, of bringing Greene to a general action, or be-
cause he conceived his own situation critical, I do not
take upon me to determine; but the fact is, that here
commenced Cornwallis’s retrograde movements, and
Greene’s advance from the Roanoke to the place of
action.

condition and strength of the forts at Lloyd’s Neck and Treadwell’s

Bank. He then returned, and proceeded to Newport, where he found

Count de Rochambeau disposed to assist in the expedition, if it could

be made practicable; but, all the armed French frigates being then ab-

sent on different destinations, it was not possible at that time to pro-

vide the proper naval force. )
A ]
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On the first notice of the storm, which happened
on the 22d of January, and of its effects, I intimated
to the French general the possibility and importance
of improving the opportunity in an attempt upon Ar-
nold. When I received a more certain account of the
total loss of the Culloden, and the dismasting of the
Bedford, two seventy-four-gun ships belonging to the
British fleet in- Gardiner’s Bay, I immediately put in
motion, under the command of the Marquis de La-
fayette, as large a part of my small force here, as I
could with prudence detach, to proceed to the Head
of Elk, and, with all expedition, made a proposal to
the Count de Rochambeau and the Chevalier Des-
touches for a codperation in Virginia with the whole
of the fleet of our allies and a part of their land force.
Before my proposition arrived, in consequence of an
application to him from Philadelphia, the Chevalier
Destouches had sent a ship of the ‘line and two or
three frigates to the Chesapeake Bay, which not only
retarded the plan I had proposed (by awaiting their
return), but ultimately defeated the project; as the en-
emy in the mean time remasted the Bedford with the
masts taken out of the Culloden, and, following the
French fleet, arrived off the Capes of Virginia before
it; where a naval combat ensued, glorious for the
French, who were inferior in ships and guns, but un-
profitable for us, who were disappointed of our object.

The failure of this expedition, which was most flat-
tering in the commencement, is much to be regretted ;
because a successful blow in that quarter would, in all
probability, have given a decisive turn to our affairs
in all the southern States ; because it has been attend-
ed with considerable expense on our -part, and much
inconvenience to the State of Virginia, by the assem-
bling of its militia ; because the world is disappointed



ParrIl] THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 7

at not seeing Arnold in gibbets; and, above all, be-
cause we stood in need of something to keep us afloat,
till the result of your mission is known; for, be as-
sured, my dear Laurens, day does not follow night
more certainly, than it brings with it some additional
proof of the impracticability of carrying on the war
without the aids you were directed to solicit. As an
honest and candid man, as a man whose all depends
on the final and happy termination of the present con-
test, I assert this, while I give it decisively as my opin-
ion, that, without a foreign loan, our present force,
which is but the remnant of an army, cannot be kept
together this campaign, much less will it be increased
and in readiness for another.

The observations contained in my letter of the 15th
of January last are verified every moment; and, if
France delays a timely and powerful aid in the critical
posture of our affairs, it will avail us nothing, should
she attempt it hereafter. We are at this hour sus-
pended in the balance ; not from choice, but from hard
and absolute necessity ; and you may rely on it as a
fact, that we cannot transport the provisions from the
States in which they are assessed to the army, be-
cause we cannot pay the teamsters, who will no longer
work for certificates. It is equally certain, that our
troops are approaching fast to nakedness, and that we
have nothing to clothe them with; that our hospitals
are without medicines and our sick without nutriment
except such as well men eat; and that all our public
works are at a stand, and the artificers disbanding.
But why need I run into detail, when it may be de-
clared in a word, that we are at the end of our tether,
and that now or never our deliverance must come.
While, indeed, how easy would it be to retort the en-
emy’s own game upon them, if it could be made to
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comport with the general plan of the war to keep a
superior fleet always in these seas, and France would
put us in a condition to be active by advancing us
money. The ruin of the enemy’s schemes would then
be certain ; the bold game they are now playing would
be the means of effecting it; for they would be re-
duced to the necessity of concentring their force at
capital points, thereby giving up all the advantages
they have gained in the southern States, or be vul-
nerable everywhere.

Such of the Pennsylvania line, as had reassembled
and were recruited, say about one thousand, were or-
dered, about the middle of February, to join the south-
ern army ; and since the disappointment of our enter-
prise against Arnold, I have directed the detachment
under the command of the Marquis de Lafayette to
proceed thither; but how either can march, without
money or credit, is more than I can tell. With every
wish for your success, and a safe and speedy return,
and with every sentiment of esteem and affection, I
am, dear Sir, &c.

TO COUNT DE ROCHAMBEAU.

New Windsor, 10 April, 1781.
Sig,

I had the pleasure of receiving your Excellency’s
letter of the 6th instant only two hours ago. We are
greatly indebted to the Chevalier Destouches for the
disposition he shows to undertake the expedition to
Penobscot, and to you for your readiness to furnish a
detachment of troops for the same purpose. The ob-
ject is certainly worthy of our attention, and if it
can be effected will be very agreeable to the States,
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particularly to those of the east. M. Destouches can
best judge, from the situation of the enemy’s fleet,
how far it may be attempted with prudence; and
your Excellency, from the information you have re-
cently received, what number of troops will be suf-
ficient for the enterprise. I am persuaded it will be
calculated how far it is probable the enemy may follow
with a part of their fleet; whether the post can be
carried by a coup de main, or may require so much
time as to make it likely the operation will be inter-
rupted before its conclusion, in case of a superior
squadron being sent by the enemy; and what possi-
bility there is of protection, or a safe retreat for the
ships, and even for the land force, through an unset-
tled country. All these points are too important not
to have been well weighed, and your conversations
with the Massachusetts deputies will have enlightened
you upon them.

The confidence I have in your judgment assures to
you the concurrence of my sentiments, in whatever you
may do on the occasion. I will only take the liberty
to remark two things ; first, that it appears to me frig-
ates, without any ships of the line, will answer the
purpose as well as with them, and less will be risked
by dividing the body of the fleet. Frigates, including
the forty-fours, will afford a safe escort to the troops
against any thing now in those seas. With respect to
a detachment from the enemy’s fleet, it would always
be proportioned to the force we should send. If we
have two sixty-fours, they would even be an object
, for their whole fleet. Secondly, as despatch is essen-
tial to success, it will in my opinion be advisable not
to depend on any codperation of the militia, but to
send at once such a force from your army, as you

VOL. VIIL 2



10 WASHINGTON’S WRITINGS.  [XEr.49.

deem completely adequate to a speedy reduction of
the post.

The country in the neighbourhood of Penobscot is
too thinly inhabited to afford any resource of militia
there; and to assemble and convey them from re-
mote places would announce your design, retard your
operations, and give leisure to the enemy to counter-
act you. Indeed, I would recommend, for the sake
of secrecy, to conceal your determination from the
State itself. These hints you will be pleased to make
use of only so far as they appear to be well founded.

I have the honor to be, &c.*

TO THE MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE.

New Windsor, 11 April, 1781.
My pEAR MARrquis,

Your favor dated at Elk the 8th instant reached
me at ten o’clock last evening. While I give you
credit for the manceuvre by which you removed the

* The British had contrived to keep a fortified post at Penobscot,
which at this time contained a garrison of about three hundred and
fity men. The Council of Massachusetts thought a good opportunity
now presented itself, while the British fleet was.in the Chesapeake, to
employ the idle hours of the French in an enterprise against Penobscot.
Proposals to that effect were made through a deputation, and accepted.
M. Destouches agreed to furnish two sixty-fours, two frigates, and a
smaller vessel, and preparations were immediately begun. A land force
of six hundred men was offered by Count de Rochambeau, and also
four mortars, and four twenty-four-pounders. The Chevalier de Chas-
tellux was to command. At first it was expected, that Massachusetts
would furnish militia ; but this part of the plan was given up, and Count
de Rochambeau proposed to enlarge his force to eight hundred men.
After all the arrangements had been put in train, the project was finally
abandoned, in consequence of the apprehension of M. Destouches, that
a superior British naval force would come upon some parts of his squad-
ron while in a divided state. — MS. Letters of Rochambeau and Des- -
touches, April 6th, 7th, 15th.
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British ships from before Annapolis, I am sorry, as mat-
ters are circumstanced, that you have put yourself so
much further from the point, which now of necessi-
ty becomes the object of your destination. Whether
General Phillips remains in Virginia or goes further
southward, he must be opposed by a force more sub-
stantial than militia alone; and you will for that rea-
‘son immediately open a communication with General
Greene, inform him of the numbers, situation, and
probable views of the enemy in Virginia, and take
his directions as to marching forward to join him, or
remaining there to keep a watch upon the motions of
Phillips, should he have formed a junction with Ar-
nold at Portsmouth.*

Every difficulty, so far as respects the wants of the
officers and men, and the uneasinesses, which might
arise upon their being ordered upon a more distant
service than they expected, were foreseen, and would
have been removed by recalling the detachment and
forming another, had not the reasons of a public na-
ture, which were mentioned in my letter of the 6th,
outweighed all private considerations.

You must endeavour to get shoes from Philadelphia,
which will be essentially necessary before you can
move ; and, if you will cause a return to be made of
such articles, as will probably be wanting in the course
of the campaign, I will endeavour to forward them from
hence, with a proportion of any stores, which may have
been sent on by the States for their troops. If the
officers will write back to their friends here for any
additional baggage, of which they may stand in need,
it shall be forwarded under careful conductors. The
difficulties, which you will experience on the score of

* See ArprEnpIX, No. I.
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provision and transportation, would have been common
to any other body of troops. They will I know be
great, but I depend much upon your assiduity and
activity.

If the most distant prospect of such an operation as
you speak of had been in my mind, I should have
looked upon your detachment as essential to the un-
dertaking ; but 1 can assure you, without entering into
a detail of reasons, which I cannot commit to paper,
that I have not at present an idea of being able to
effect such a matter. This had very great weight in
the determination of the general officers and myself;
for we should have been very happy in an opportunity
of succouring the southern states by a diversion, could
it have been attempted with any tolerable hope of
success.

The small remains of the Jersey line seem neces-
sary to form a head, to which the recruits, if any are
obtained, may unite themselves. That line stands next
for detachment, and therefore it is more than proba-
ble that it may soon become necessary to send the
whole to the southward. But the reason, which I have
just mentioned, operates in favor of keeping the re-
mainder as long as possible. I shall be glad to hear
from you, as to the time of your setting out from Elk,
your prospects of getting forward, and the temper of
the troops; and, above all, I shall ever be happy in
knowing that you are well, and that every thing con-
tributes to your happiness and satisfaction, being very
truly and sincerely, my dear Marquis, &c.
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TO THE MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE.

New Windsor, 14 April, 1781.
My pEAR MARQuis,

Your two letters of the 10th came to hand last night.
In mine of the 11th, I informed you as fully as it was
prudent to do upon paper, that there was at present
little or no prospect of an operation in the quarter you
seem to wish.* The contingencies appeared to me so
remote, in the conversations I had with Count de Ro-
chambeau, that I could not justify myself in withdraw-
ing a detachment already so far advanced towards the
point in which relief is immediately and absolutely
necessary.

To have sent the detachment by water would cer-
tainly have been in every respect advantageous; but,
even supposing M. Destouches should consent to spare
the number of ships you mention, would it be safe to
risk so valuable a body of men, and so unequal a force,
in the face of the whole British fleet? We cannot
suppose their intelligence so bad, but they would have
notice of the embarkation, and take measures to in-
tercept it.

Congress have received information through General
Forman, that Sir Henry Clinton means in person to
take post upon the Delaware at Newcastle. I have
heard of no preparation at New York for an embarka-
tion of that consequence, or of any other, and there-
fore I do not put much confidence in the report, upon
so large a scale. A party may perhaps be going into
the Delaware Bay to interrupt the commerce of Phila-
delphia, and draw supplies from the disaffected near
the shores. I expect to hear of some desertions from

v

* A combined attack upon New York.
VOL. VIIIL B
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you in consequence of your move; but the composi-
tion of your troops is good, and, if the officers enter
upon the service with alacrity, I have no doubt but
the men will soon forget their attachments in this
quarter, and follow cheerfully. I am, &c.

TO JONATHAN TRUMBULL, JUNIOR.

New Windsor, 16 April, 1781.
Sir,

Colonel Harrison, who has acted as my secretary
since the beginning of 1776, has accepted an honora-
ble and profitable civil appointment in the State of
Maryland, and is gone to enjoy it. The circle of my
acquaintance does not furnish a character, that would
be more pleasing to me as a successor to him, than
yourself. I make you the first offer, therefore, of the
vacant office, and should be happy in your acceptance
of itt The pay is one hundred dollars a month; the
rations those of a Lieutenant-Colonel in the army,
which in fact are additional, as the value thereof is
received in money. No perquisites appertain to the
office. The secretary lives as I do, is at little ex-
pense while he is in my family, or when absent on
my business, and is in the highest confidence and es-
timation from the nature of his office. I mention these
things for your information, and shall be happy in a
speedy and favorable answer, being, with great esteem

and regard, &c.*

* The invitation was accepted by Mr. Trumbull.
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TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

New Windsor, 16 April, 1781
Sir,

Previous to the receipt of your letter,* I had di-
rected the commissary of prisoners to renew a pro-
posal, which was some time since made to the enemy,
for exchanging General Burgoyne, and a balance of
private prisoners due to us, for the residue of our of-
ficers on Long Island, and as many of the southern
officers as would make up the difference. My motives
for this proposal were these. General Burgoyne is
said to be in ill health ; his death would deprive us in
exchanges of the value of one thousand and forty pri-
vate men, or officers equivalent, according to the tariff
which has been settled. I thought it advisable not to
risk so considerable a loss, when his exchange would
give relief to a number of our officers in captivity, and

- * President of Congress to General Washington.—“1 have the honor
of transmitting to your Excellency the enclosed resolve of the 3d in-
stant, directing the recall of Lieutenant-General Burgoyne, and all other
officers, prisoners of war, now absent on their paroles from America, to
return immediately.

« It is proper to inform your Excellency, that this resolution is adopted
in consequence of information, that the late President Laurens is con-
fined in the Tower of London, as a state criminal, under pretext of his
being guilty of treasonable practices. Should this resolution embarrass
or impede any measures your Excellency may have adopted relative or
preperatory to a general exchange of prisoners, it is taken for granted
that you will please to represent the same to Congress, previously to
any proceedings for carrying the resolve into execution.” — Jpril 5th.

Notice of the above requisition was accordingly communicated to Sir
Henry Clinton by General Washington, with a request, that the neces-
sary steps might be taken for a speedy compliance with it. In conse-
quence of the fact made known by General Washington, that he had
proposed an exchange for General Burgoyne, Congress rescinded their
resolve respecting his recall, and authorized the exchange to be com-
pleted.— Secret Journals, April 23d. General Clinton was then request-
ed to countermand the order, if it had already been transmitted to
England.
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disembarrass the public of the inconvenience of maintain-
ing them there. :

The moment I received your letter, I wrote to Mr.
Skinner, countermanding his instructions. I believe
the countermand will arrive before he has done any
thing in the matter; but if it does not, I am persuaded
the enemy will again reject the proposal. As soon as
I hear from him, if things are situated as I expect, I
will execute immediately the order for the recall of
General Burgoyne. To the best of my recollection,
all the officers in Europe on parole have been ex-
changed. I have the honor to be, &ec.

TO MAJOR-GENERAL GREENE.

New Windsor, 18 April, 1781.
My pEAR SIr,

Your private letter of the 18th ultimo came safe to
hand.* Although the honors of the field did not fall

* From General Greene’s Letter.— “ Our force, as you will see by the
returns, was respectable, and the probability of not being able to keep
it long in the field, and the difficulty of subsisting men in this exhausted
country, together with the great advantages which would result from
the action, if we were victorious, and the little injury if otherwise, de-
termined me to bring on an action as soon as possible. When both par-
ties are agreed in a matter, all obstacles are soon removed. I thought
the determination warranted by the soundest principles of good policy,
and I hope the event will prove it so, though we were unfortunate. I
regret nothing so much as the loss of my artillery, though it was of
little use to us, nor can it be, in this great wilderness. However, as
the enemy have it, we must also.

“I am happy to hear the Marquis de Lafayette is coming to Virginia;
though 1 am afraid from a hint in one of Baron Steuben’s letters, that
he will think himself injured in being superseded in the command. Could
the Marquis join us at this moment, we should have a glorious campaign. _
It would put Lord Comnwallis and his whole army into our hands.

“] am also happy to hear that the Pennsylvania line is coming to the
southward. The mutiny in that line was a very extraordinary one. It
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to your lot, I am convinced you deserved them. The
chances of war are various, and the best concerted
measures, and the most flattering prospects, may and
often do deceive us; especially while we are in the
power of militia. The motives which induced you to
seek an action with Lord Cornwallis, are supported
upon the best military principles; and the conse-
quences, if you can prevent the dissipation of your
troops, will no doubt be fortunate. Every support,
that it is in my power to give you from this army, shall
cheerfully be afforded; but if I part with any more
troops, I must accompany them, or have none to com-
mand, as there is not at this moment more than a gar-
rison for West Point, nor can I tell when there will be.

I am much pleased to find by your letter, that the
State of Virginia exerts itself to your satisfaction. My
public and private letters strongly inculcate the ne-
cessity of this; and I have again urged Congress to
use every means in their power to facilitate the march
of the Pennsylvania line; as also to recruit, equip,
and forward Moylan’s dragoons to you with despatch.

I should be very sorry on any occasion to hurt the
feelings of Baron Steuben, whom I esteem as a very
valuable officer. But in the instance you have men-
tioned, there is no cause of complaint ; for, if he will
advert to his own letters to me, he will find that there
was a great probability of his having marched with a
detachment to reinforce you. Besides which there
was a necessity for sending a general officer with the

is reported here to have proceeded from the great cruelty of the officers.
A member of Congress writes this; but I believe it to be so far from
the truth, that I am persuaded it originated rather through indulgence,
than in any other cause.” — MS. Letter, Camp, ten Miles from Guilford
Court- House, March 18th.

VOL. VIII. 3 B*
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detachment from hence, and political considerations, as
it was to be a combined operation depending upon
critical circumstances with a French land and sea
force, pointed to the Marquis de Lafayette. These
are the facts, the knowledge of which must, I am per-
suaded, satisfy the Baron.

I am truly sensible of the merit and fortitude of the
veteran bands under your command, and wish the
sentiments I entertain of their worth could be com-
municated with the warmth I feel them. It was my
full intention to request you to thank Morgan and the
gallant troops under his command for their brilliant
victory ; but the hurry, in which my letters are too
often written, occasioned the omission at the time I
acknowledged the official account of that action.

Your conjecture respecting the cause of the mutiny
in the Pennsylvania line has more substantial ground
for its support, than the letter of the member of Con-
gress ; and I am mistaken if the licentious conduct of
that line was not more the effect of an overcharge
of spirits, on the 1st of January, than of premeditated
design.

I have the pleasure to tell you, that, as far as I am
acquainted with the opinion of Congress with respect
to your conduct, it is much in your favor. That this
is the sentiment of all the southern delegates I have
great reason to believe, because I have it declared to
me in explicit terms by some of them. I have re-
ceived a letter from Mr. Custis, dated the 29th ulti-
mo, in which are these words. ¢ General Greene has
by his conduct gained universal esteem, and possess-
es in the fullest degree the confidence of all ranks
of people.” He had then just returned from the As-
sembly at Richmond. I hope the disorder, of which
you complained, was no other than the effect of over
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fatigue, and that you are now perfectly well. That
successes equal to your merits and wishes may attend
you, is the ardent desire of, dear Sir, &c.

TO THE MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE.

Head-Quarters, 21 April, 1781.
My pEAR MARquis,

Though the situation of southern affairs would not
permit me to recall your corps to this army, yet it was
with great reluctance I could resolve upon seeing you
separated from head-quarters. My friendship for you
makes me desirous of having you near me, and there
will occur frequent occasions in codperative measures,
in which it would be of the greatest utility I should
have it in my power to consult you. These motives
would have induced me to propose to you to return
personally to head-quarters, had I not believed you
would not choose to quit your corps, and had I not
foreseen a difficulty in giving you a command in the
remaining troops. A select corps you could not have,
and there are so many major-generals, who conceive
themselves in a manner wedded to the different lines,
and who are to be provided for, that it would not be
easy at present to accommodate matters to your hav-
ing a command in the line. But this difficulty might
be overcome, and I cannot forbear, late as it is, leav-
ing it at your option to proceed with your corps or
return personally to head-quarters. If the last should
be your choice, you will give orders to the officer you
leave in command to march with all the necessary
precaution, and take the orders of Baron Steuben.
You will at the same time write to the Baron, com-
municating to him your instructions, and to General
Greene informing him of your return. .
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If you resolve to proceed forward, I shall have one
consolation, which is, that from the present aspect of
things it is perhaps most probable the weight of the
war this campaign will be in the southern States, and
it will become my duty to go there in person, where

mit. I cannot recall the detachment for reasons, which
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I am very sorry, that any letter of mine should be
the subject of public discussion, or give the smallest
uneasiness to any person living. The letter, to which
I presume you allude, was a confidential one from me
to Mr. Lund Washington, with whom I have lived in
perfect intimacy for nearly twenty years. I can neither
avow the letter, as it is published by Rivington, nor
declare that it is spurious, because my letter to this
gentleman was written in great haste, and no copy of
it was taken. All I remember of the matter is, that,
at the time of writing it, I was a good deal chagrined
to find by your letter of the 15th of March, from
Yorktown in Virginia, that the French fleet had not at
that time appeared within the Capes of the Chesa-
peake ; and I meant in strict confidence to express my
apprehensions and concern for the delay. But as we
know'that the alteration of a single word does often-
times pervert the sense, or give a force to the expres-
sion, unintended by the letter-writer, I should not be
surprised if Rivington, or the inspectors of his gazette,
have taken that liberty with the letter in question;
especially as he or they have, I am told, published a
letter from me to Governor Hancock and his answer,
which never had an existence but in the gazette.
That the enemy fabricated a number of letters for me
formerly is a fact well known ; that they are not less
capable of doing it now, few will deny. As to his as-
serting, that this is a genuine copy of the original, he
well knows that their friends do not want to convict
him of a falsehood, and that ours have not the op-
portunity of doing it, though both sides know his tal-
ents for lying.*

® A mail had been intercepted and carried into New York, in which
was a private letter, dated March 28th, from General Washington to
Lund Washington at Mount Vernon. That letter was printed in Riv-
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The event, which you seem to speak of with re-
gret, my friendship for you would most assuredly have
induced me to impart to you in the moment it hap-
pened, had it not been for the request of H X
who desired that no mention should be made of it.
Why this injunction on me, while he was communi-
cating it himself, is a little extraordinary. But I com-
plied, and religiously fulfilled it.* With every sentiment
of affectionate regard, I am, &ec. '

TO THE MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE.

New Windsor, 22 April, 1781.
My pEAR Marquis,

I have received your several letters, and am ex-
tremely concerned at the temper of your detachment,
and the desertions that are taking place. I imagine
however that these would have been nearly as great

ington’s Royal Gazette, April 4th, and contained the following extract.
“It was unfortunate (but this I mention in confidence) that the French
fleet and detachment did not undertake the enterprise they are now
upon, when I first proposed it to them. The destruction of Arnold’s
corps would then have been inevitable before the British fleet could
have put to sea. Instead of this, the small squadron which took the
Romulus and other vessels was sent, and could not, as I foretold, do
any thing without a land force at Portsmouth.” The same ideas, in
nearly the same language, are expressed in the letter to General Schuy-
ler, March 23d, attached to which will be found an explanatory note.

* Alluding to a personal difference, that had occurred between Wash-
ington and his aid-de-camp Colonel Hamilton. The particulars may be
seen in the Life of Hamilton, Vol. I. p. 333.

From Lafayette’s Letter.— “ Considering the footing I am upon with
your Excellency, it would perhaps appear to you strange, that I never
mentioned a circumstance, which lately happened in your family. I was
the first who knew- of it, and from that moment exerted every means in
my power to prevent a separation, which I knew was not agreeable to
your Excellency. To this measure I was prompted by affection for you ;
but I thought it was improper to mention any thing about it, until you
were pleased to impart it to me.” — JApril 15th.
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in any other corps that might have been sent, and, after
the Pennsylvania line, I think it would be ineligible to
detach any other State line. We find by experience,
that they are not only dissipated on the march, but,
being at a great distance from their States, are almost
entirely neglected. Few recruits are raised for them,
and these few are lost on the way. We see how to-
tally the Maryland line has declined, and how little is
doing to reéstablish it; a line formerly among the most
numerous and respectable in the army. Our plan at
present appears to me to be to commit the defence of
the southern States to the States as far as Pennsyl-
vania inclusive, and to make up by detachment any
additional succours, that may be necessary. We must
endeavour to compensate these detachments for the
loss of State supplies by giving them a larger propor-
tion of Continental. On this principle I am sending to
you the articles mentioned in the enclosed list; twelve
hundred shirts, twelve hundred linen overalls, twelve
hundred pairs of shoes, twelve hundred pairs of socks,
and one hundred hunting-shirts, which set out two
days ago from this place. I have also urged the Board
of War to do their best for you.

Colonel Vose shall be relieved. If there is any good
officer of an eastern line here desirous of the com-
mand, he must have it. I mentioned to you, that I
had a warm remonstrance soon after your departure
from the Massachusetts line, on the manner of appoint-
ing officers for your corps. If there should be no of-
ficer of the proper rank desirous of the command, I
shall be glad to employ Lieutenant-Colonel Smith. I
will see what can be done in the case of Major Galvan.
I wish at all events to retain Gimat; but it will be
difficult to remove the one without the other.

It appears to me extraordinary, that your advices
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should have given you an idea so different from the
whole complexion of the intelligence I had received,
concerning the probability of a certain event.* This,
and the situation of our own force, have induced me
to regard it as barely possible ; too precarious to enter
far into our dispositions ; possible only in a case, which
we are not authorized to expect will happen.t I dare
not trust the details on which this opinion is founded
to paper.

The danger to the southern States is immediate and
pressing. It is our duty to give them support. The
detachment with you, all circumstances considered, was
the most proper for the purpose. The project, which
General Greene has lately adopted, adds a particular
motive to continuing its destination. It is essential to
him, that Phillips should be held in check; and we
cannot wholly rely on militia for this. As toa trans-
portation by water, while the enemy command the
Chesapeake and Cape Fear, I do not see how it is
practicable. The only cause of hesitation in my mind,
about sending your corps to the southward, was a
separation from you. I refer you to private letters
accompanying this, one written previously to your last,
the other subsequently. As to our force here, you
know what it was when you left us, and you will know
what it is now, when I tell you that we have as yet
but few recruits. The enemy’s present force of regu-

* An attack upon New York. General Washington probably had rea-
sons to apprehend, that a codperation of the allies for this object was
not likely to happen, though the views of the French court had not as
yet been received through any direct channel. Colonel Laurens wrote
from Paris, on the 11th of April, that ¢ the ministry did not seem to ap-
prove of the siege of New York as an operation for the ensuing cam-
puign.” The letter containing this intelligence could not have been re-
ceived by Washington at the date of the above to Lafayette.

t The coming of the second French division.
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lar troops at New York is near seven thousand. I
shall recommend Major Macpherson, as you request,
to General Greene. Present my warmest thanks to
that officer and assure him of the sense I have of his
services.

You were right, my dear Marquiis, in supposing that
no explanation could be necessary as to your letter to
the Board of War. Iknow your sentiments and your
friendship. I shall not detain the express to enlarge
on the other subjects of your letters. I will embrace
the first safe opportunity to give you a full view of
our affairs, what we are, and what we expect to be,
that you may regulate your future correspondence with
your court accordingly. Hitherto I could give you
nothing material, more than you know, as to ourselves.

I am, my dear Marquis, &ec.

TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL GEORGE ROGERS CLARK.

New Windsor, 25 April, 1781.
S1r,

At the request of Governor Jefferson, I have already
given orders to the commandant at Fort Pitt to afford
you every assistance in his power, in the prosecution of
your intended expedition.* A few days ago I received
a piece of intelligence from New York, which it may
be material for you to know. It is, that Colonel Con-
nolly, who formerly lived upon the Ohio, who was
taken in the year 1775, and lately exchanged, is to
proceed to Quebec, as soon as the season will permit,
with as many refugees as he can collect at New York ;
that he is to join Sir John Johnson in Canada; and

% See the letter to Colonel Brodhead, dated December 29th, 1780,
VOL. VIIIL 4 c
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that they are to proceed, with their united forces, by
the route of Birch Island and Lake Ontario to Ve-
nango. Their object is to be Fort Pitt and the west-
ern posts. It is also said, that Connolly carries blank
commissions, which are to be given to persons already
in the country, and that there are several hundred
persons now in the neighbourhood of Fort Pitt, who
are to join him. As this last corresponds with a sus-
picion, which Colonel Brodhead entertains, I have writ-
ten to him to take measures to secure or remove
every suspected person. I am, Sir, &c.

TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL ALEXANDER HAMILTON.

New Windsor, 27 April, 1781.
DEARr SIr,

Your letter of this date has not a little embarrassed
me.* You must remember the ferment in the Penn-
sylvania line the last campaign, occasioned by the ap-
pointment of Major Macpherson, and you know the
uneasiness that at this moment exists among the east-
ern troops on account of the commands conferred upon
Colonel Gimat and Major Galvan, although it was the
result of absolute necessity.

Should circumstances admit of the formation of an-
other advanced corps, of which I see very little pros-
pect from present appearances, it can be but small,
and must be composed almost entirely of eastern
troops ; and to add to the discontents of the officers
~of those lines by the further appointment of an officer

* Having received a commission in the army of the United States,
in consequence of a resolution of Congress for granting commissions
to aids-de-camp, Colonel Hamilton applied for actual employment in a
light corps. He was not now an aid-de-camp,
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of your rank to the command of it, or in it, would, I
am certain, involve me in a difficulty of a very dis-
agreeable and delicate nature, and might perhaps lead
to consequences more serious than it is easy to imag-
ine. While I adhere firmly to the right of making
such appointments as you request, I am at the same
time obliged to reflect, that it will not do to push that
right too far, more especially in a service like ours, and
at a time so critical as the present.

I am convinced, that no officer can with justice dis-
pute your merit and abilities. The opposition hereto-
fore made has not been Yor the want of those quali-
fications in the gentlemen, who are and have been the
objects of discontent. The officers of the line con-
tend, without having reference to particular persons,
that it is a hardship and reflection upon them to in-
troduce brevet officers into commands, of some per-
manence, in which there are more opportunities of
distinguishing themselves, than in the line of the army
at large, and with the men they have had the trouble
to discipline and prepare for the field.

My principal concern arises from an apprehension,
that you will impute my refusal of your request to
other motives, than those I have expressed ; but I beg
you to be assured I am only influenced by the rea-
sons, which I have mentioned. I am, dear Sir, &c.

TO COUNT DE ROCHAMBEAU.

New Windsor, 30 April, 1781.
Sir,
I assure your Excellency, that I feel extreme pain at
the occasion of that part of your letter of the 26th
instant, which relates to an intercepted letter of mine
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published by the enemy.* I am unhappy that an ac-
cident should have put it in their power to give to the
world any thing from me, which may contain an impli-
cation the least disagreeable to you, or to the Chevalier
Destouches. 1 assure you sincerely, that I have no
copy of the original letter in my possession, so that I
am unable by a comparison to determine how far the
publication may be just. The enemy have fabricated
whole letters for me, and even a series of letters; and
it is not improbable that they may have given a different
turn to some of my expressions in the present instance.
It would however be disingenuous in me not to ac-
knowledge, that I believe the general import to be true.
The copy, however, which your Excellency has sent to
me, differs in some respects from that which the enemy

* After quoting the extract from the letter to Lund Washington (copied
above in the note to a letter to the Marquis de Lafayette, April 22d),
Count de Rochambeau said;

«If this was really written by your Excellency, I shall beg leave to
observe, that the result of this reflection would seem to be, that we have
had here the choice of two expeditions proposed, and that we have pre-
ferred the less to a more considerable undertaking, which your Excellency
desired. If such is the meaning, I beg your Excellency to call to mind,
that the line-of-battle ship and the two frigates went out of Newport on
the 9th of February, on a demand made by Congress and the State of
Virginia to the Chevalier Destouches ; that your letter, with the plan for
the going out of the whole fleet with a detachment of one thousand
Frenchmen to act conjointly with the Marquis de Lafayette, bears date
the 15th; that I did not receive it till the 19th; that, having given an
instant communication of it to M. Destouches, I had the honor on the
20th to send his answer to your Excellency ; and that, no later than the
day after the gale of wind, which weakened the British fleet towards the
end of January, by the loss of the Culloden, I offered all the land forces
that could possibly be transported by the navy, and have not ceased to
do it since. I shall not mention to you the reasons, that delayed the de-
parture of M. Destouches’s squadron, because they do not come under my
cognizance. I only state these facts to call to your mind these dates,
which I beg you to verify by your correspondence, that you may be en-
tirely persuaded, that there will never be the least delay in what concerns
the troops whom I command, in the execution of your orders, as soon as
I shall receive them.” — MS. Letter, April 26¢h.
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have published, as you will perceive by the enclosed
Gazette. Whatever construction it may bear, I beg
your Excellency will consider the letter as private to
a friend, a gentleman who has the direction of my af-
fairs at home, totally unconnected with public affairs,
and on whose discretion I could absolutely rely. No
idea of the same kind has ever gone to any public
body.

When I say, that I believe the general import of the
publication to be true, I mean it in this sense, that there
did appear to me a degree of delay in executing the
enterprise suggested by me, of the causes of which
I was not well apprized, and an idea of this kind was
probably expressed in my letter to Mr. Washington.
As to the apparent insinuation, that the first expedition
bad been preferred to the one proposed by me, I could
not have intended to convey it, in its fullest latitude,
because it would have been unjust. I could not but
have recollected, that my formal proposal did not reach
you till after the departure of the first squadron, though
the suggestion of it was previous. My letter however
was written in haste, and might have been inaccurately
expressed. I have lately learnt, though not officially,
that the cause of the delay I have alluded to was a
want of supplies for the fleet. Impressed with a real
esteem for and confidence in the Chevalier Destouches,
I have heard this circumstance with satisfaction.

With this explanation, I leave the matter to his can-
dor and to yours, and flatter myself it will make no
impressions inconsistent with an entire persuasion of
my sincere esteem and attachment. I have the honor
to be, with perfect respect, &c.*

*In M.de Rochambeau’s reply to the above, he expressed himself
ontirely satisfied. See a further explanation in the note appended to

c*
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TO MAJOR BENJAMIN TALLMADGE.

New Windsor, 30 April, 1781.
DEARr Sir,
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and with the greatest precision. At present I am anx-
ious to know (for the reports have been very numerous,
vague, and uncertain), whether another embarkation is
preparing, and, if so, to what amount, and where des-
tined ; what the present force of the enemy is, par-
ticularly on Long Island, in New York, and at Kings-
bridge ; what corps are at the latter place, how strong,
and where posted exactly; and, indeed, what the sit-
uation, prospects, and designs of the enemy are, so far
as they can be penetrated. I am, &ec.

TO LUND WASHINGTON, AT MOUNT VERNON.

New Windsor, 30 April, 1781.*
Dear Luwp,

I am very sorry to hear of your loss. I am a little
sorry to hear of my own; but that which gives me

* General Washington commenced a Diary on the lst of May, to
which he prefixed the following remarks.

“To have a clearer understanding of the entries, which may follow,
it would be proper to recite in detail our wants and our prospects; but
this alone would be a work of much time and great magnitude. It may
suffice to give the sum of them, which I shall do in a few words. In-
stead of having magazines filled with provisions, we have a scanty pit-
tance scattered here and there in the different States ; instead of baving
our arsenals well supplied with military stores, they are poorly provided
and the workmen all leaving them; instead of having the various articles
of field-equipage in readiness to be delivered, the quartermaster-general,
as the dernier resort, according to his account, is but now applying to
the several States to provide these things for their troops respectively ;
instead of having a regular system of transportation established upon
credit, or funds in the quartermaster’s hands to defray the contingent ex-
penses of it, we have neither the one nor the other, and all that business,
or a great part of it, being done by military impress, we are daily and
hourly oppressing the people, souring their tempers, and alienating their
affections ; instead of having the regiments completed to the new estab-
lishment, which ought to have been done agreeably to the requisitions
of Congress, scarce any Siate in the Union has at this hour an eighth
part of its quota in the field, and little prospect that I can see of ever
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of my friendship ; because I wish you to be assured,
that no man can condemn the measure more sincerely
than I do.

A false idea, arising from the consideration of his be-
ing my steward, and in that character more the trustee
and guardian of my property than the representative
of my honor, has misled his judgment and plunged him
into error, upon the appearance of desertion among my
negroes, and danger to my buildings; for sure I am,
that no man is more firmly opposed to the enemy than
he is. From a thorough conviction of this, and of his
integrity, I entrusted every species of my property to
his care, without reservation or fear of his abusing it.
The last paragraph of my letter to him was occasioned
by an expression of his fear, that all the estates con-
venient to the river would be stripped of their negroes
and movable property.

I am very happy to find, that desertion had ceased,
and content had taken place, in the detachment you
command. Before this letter can reach you, you
must have taken your ultimate resolution upon the
proposal contained in my letters of the 21st and 22d
ultimo, and have made the consequent arrangements.
I shall be silent, therefore, on the subject of them ; and
only beg, in case you should not return to this army,
and the papers were not lost with your other baggage
(on which event give me leave to express my concern),
that you would permit Mr. Capitaine to furnish me
with copies of the drafts, and the remarks of the pilots
(taken at Colonel Dey’s) on the entrance of the har-
bour of New York. It is possible they may be want-
ed; and I am not able to furnish them without your
assistance.

Mrs. Washington, and the rest of my small family,
which at present consists only of Tilghman and Hum-

—
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phreys, join me in cordial salutations; and, with sen-
timents of the purest esteem and most affectionate re-
gard, | remain, my dear Marquis, &c.

TO THE MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE.

New Windsor, 5 May, 1781.
My pEAR MARquUIs,

I have received with exceeding great satisfaction and
pleasure your favor of the 18th of April,* and am ex-
tremely rejoiced to learn, that the spirit of discontent
had so entirely subsided, and that the practice of de-
sertion would probably be totally stopped among the
troops under your command. The measures you had
taken to obtain, on your own credit, a supply of cloth-
ing and necessaries for the detachment, must entitle you
to all their gratitude and affection; and will, at the
same time that it endears your name, if possible, still
more to this country, be an everlasting monument of
your ardent zeal and attachment to its cause, and the
establishment of its independence. For my own part,
my dear Marquis, although I stood in need of no new
proofs of your exertions and sacrifices in the cause of
America, I will confess to you, that I shall not be able
to express the pleasing sensations I have experienced
at your unparalleled and repeated instances of gener-
osity and zeal for the service on every occasion. Suf-
fer me only to pursue you with my sincerest wishes,
that your success and glory may always be equal to
your merits.

I was troubled to be informed of the loss of your
baggage, but am happy to find, that your private and
interesting papers were not with it. Should the map

# See this letter in the AppEnnpix, No. L.
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of the harbour of New York, with remarks made on it
by the pilots, not have been lost, I 'could wish you would
be so obliging as to forward it or a copy to me by some
safe conveyance, as it may be eventually advantageous
to have it here. Colonel Tupper, who goes to relieve
Colonel Vose, will have the honor to deliver this letter
to you. I am, &ec. ‘

TO MESHECH WEARE, PRESIDENT OF
NEW HAMPSHIRE.

New Windsor, 10 May, 1781,
DEAr SiIr,

Major-General Heath, second in command, and an
officer whose high rank and consideration entitle him
to particular notice and attention, is prevailed upon to
proceed to the several eastern States, to represent the
present distresses of the army for want of provision,
and the consequences which must inevitably ensue, un-
less a more regular system and more vigorous measures
for affording supplies are speedily adopted.

From the post of Saratoga to that of Dobbs’s Ferry
inclusive, I believe there is not (by the returns and re-
ports I have received) at this moment one day’s supply
of meat for the army on hand. Our whole dependence
for this article is on the eastern States; their resources
I am persuaded are ample. To request and urge that
they may be drawn forth regularly, and to be informed
with precision and certainty what may absolutely be
depended upon through the campaign, are the objects
of this application.

I have already made representations to the States, of
the want of provisions, the distress of the army, and
the innumerable embarrassments we have suffered in
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consequence ; not merely once or twice, but have re-
iterated them over and over again. I have struggled
to the utmost of my ability to keep the army together,
but all will be in vain without the effectual assistance
of the States. I have now only to repeat the alterna-
tive, which has been so often urged, that supplies, par-
ticularly of beef-cattle, must be speedily and regularly
provided, or our posts cannot be maintained, nor the
army kept in the field much longer. I entreat your
Excellency, that this representation may be received in
the serious light it is meant and deserves, or that I may
stand exculpated from the dreadful consequences, which
must otherwise inevitably follow in a very short time.
I enter not into the detail of matters, as General Heath
will be able to give your Excellency every necessary
information, as well as to lay the proper estimates of
supplies for the campaign before you. I am, &c.*

TO JOHN SULLIVAN, IN CONGRESS.

New Windsor, 11 May, 1781.
DEAR SIr,

Not having seen or heard of any resolve of Congress
for establishing the principles of promotion in the army,
I am apprehensive that the report of the committee,
who had this matter under consideration, is now sleep-
ing in Congress. This, and a recent instance in the
Pennsylvania regiment of artillery in proof of the ab-
solute necessity of adopting some mode, by which the
whole army may be bound, and a stop thereby be put
to those disputes, which keep it in a continual state of
distraction and discontent, are the reasons for my troub-

* Sent as a circular to each of the eastern States.
VYOL. VIII. D
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ling you again on this subject, and praying that some
decision may be come to by Congress. It is much
easier to avoid disagreements, than to remove discon-
tents; and I again declare, that if my differing in sen-
timent from the opinions of the committee in some
points has been the occasion of delay, I would, rather
than have the matter lie over a moment, yield a free
assent to all their propositions ; for any principle is bet-
ter than none. I also wish, though this is more a mat-
ter of private than public consideration, that the busi-
ness could be taken up on account of Mr. Tilghman,
whose appointment seems to depend upon it; for, if
there are men in the army deserving the commission
proposed for him, he is one of them.

This gentleman came out a captain of one of the
light infantry companies of Philadelphia, and served in
the flying camp in 1776. In August of the same year
he joined my family, and has been in every action in
which the main army was concerned. He has been a
zealous servant and slave to the public, and a faithful
assistant to me for nearly five years, a great part of
which time he refused to receive pay. Honor and
gratitude interest me in his favor, and make me so-
licitous to obtain his commission. His modesty and
love of concord placed the date of his expected com-
mission at the 1st of April, 1777, because he would
not take rank of Hamilton and Meade, who were de-
clared aids in order (which he did not choose to be)
before that period, although he had joined my family,
.and done all the duties of one, from the st of Sep-
tember preceding.

My public letters to Congress will have informed you
of the situation of this army, and I have no scruple in
giving it as my decided opinion, that, unless a capital
change takes place soon, it will be impossible for me
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to maintain our posts, and keep the army from dis-
persing.

The resolution of Congress to appoint ministers of
war, foreign affairs, and finance, gave, as far as I was
able to learn the sentiments of men in and out of the
army, universal satisfaction. Postponing the first, de-
laying the second, and disagreeing about the third, have
had the directly contrary effect; and I can venture
to assure you, not from random guess or vague infor-
mation, that the want of an able financier, and of a
proper plan for the disposition of foreign loans, will be
a greater bar to the obtaining of them than perhaps
Congress are aware. I could say more on this subject,
were I at liberty ; but I shall only add, that there is
not in my opinion a moment to be lost in placing a
proper character at the head of our finance, that he
may as soon as possible enter upon the duties of his
office. 1 am, &c.

TO MAJOR-GENERAL LINCOLN.

Head-Quarters, New Windsor, 11 May, 1781.
DEAR SIr,

I am pleased to hear so flattering accounts of the
prospects of obtaining men and some kinds of sup-
plies ; but so great are my apprehensions, on the score
of provisions, that I am sending General Heath pur-
posely to the eastern States to represent our distress-
es, and to endeavour to fix a plan for our regular
supply in future. I refer you to him for particulars,
which I do not choose to trust to paper. After Gen-
eral Heath has finished this business, his private af-
fairs will detain him some time at home; and, as he
will be able at the same time to attend to what you

=
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have at present in charge, you may, upon his return
from New Hampshire to Boston, come to the army.
You will have my warmest thanks for the zeal, with
which you have promoted and forwarded every meas-
ure tending to the good of the service. 1 am, &ec.

TO COUNT DE BARRAS.

New Windsor, 14 May, 1781.
S1r,

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s
letter of the 11th instant. Give me leave to congratu-
late you on your safe arrival, and your appointment to
the command of his Most Christian Majesty’s fleet and
sea forces upon these coasts. It affords me no small
degree of pleasure to find the command devolve upon
an officer of your Excellency’s distinguished character.
I have appointed Monday, the 21st of this month, for
the time of our interview at Weathersfield ; and I shall
very impatiently wait for the opportunity of convincing
you personally, that I am, &c.*

* From the letter of Count de Barras.—“I have the honor to announce
to your Excellency my arrival at Boston, on the 6th of this month, in the
frigate Concord ; the King having appointed me to the command of his
squadron in these seas. 1 arrived here yesterday. The Count de Ro-
chambeau has communicated to me the letter, which he had the honor to
write to your Excellency, requesting an interview. When he shall re-
ceive your answer, we will conform to your decision. I am very impa-
tient to have the honor of making an acquaintance with you, and to
assure you that I have nothing so much at heart as to render myself ser-
viceable to the King and to the United States.” — Newport, May 11th.

Count de Rochambeau had written, in communicating the intelligence
of the arrival of Count de Barras at Boston; — “I believe it will be ne-
cessary, as soon as we have received our despatches, that we should have
a conference with your Excellency. By the next express I shall inform
you of it. Your Excellency may, however, fix upon the place for our
meeting. The Commodore is about sixty years of age, a particular friend
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TO PHILIP SCHUYLER.

New Windsor, 14 May, 1781.
DEAR SIr,

I am glad to find, that you have received the neces-
sary papers, and are entering upon the measures for
intercepting the enemy’s communications. I hope you
will be enabled, by the assistance of the person pro-
posed, if he is found sufficiently faithful and intelligent,
to prosecute those measures to good effect ; because I
think the intelligence obtained through that channel

of Count d’Estaing, and commanded his vanguard when he forced the
entrance of this harbour.” — Newport, May 8th.

The following is an extract from the instructions sent by the Minister
of War to Count de Rochambeau, dated Versailles, March 7th.

«1. It is the intention of his Majesty, that you do not abandon Rhode
Island, if the squadron destined to act in concert with you for its defence
cannot, retire to Boston without hazard, or before it shall be relieved from
its defensive position at Rhode Island by a superior naval force.

«2. I will inform you, that, in the month of July or August, the supe-
rior naval force of which you have just received notice, will withdraw the
squadron of M. de Barras from the harbour of Rhode Island; and you
will carefully reserve to yourself the knowledge of this arrangement,
which may be accelerated.

“ 3. If, by unforeseen events, or any cause whatever, the army of
‘Washington should be broken up and dispersed, it is the intention of the
King, that, under these circumstances, you should decline acceding to
any orders or requests of that general to penetrate into the interior of
the continent ; as in that case it would be prudent to reserve yourself,
and to retire to the Antilles if possible, or to St. Domingo, according to
the season.

«4, If, on the contrary, the American army remains in its present
state, and yet without being able to undertake any combined operation
with the squadron; and if this latter should attempt any other enterprise,
where the concurrence of a certain number of land forces would be re-
quired, the King leaves it in your power to furnish them, provided that
the plan be concerted with the American general.

“5. Should there be an opportunity for the squadron at Rhode Island
to act independently of the American army, you are aware that the naval
forces of the King should concur in all operations, which are considered
advantageous to the common cause.

“ 6. You are also aware, that, as long as the King’s troops occupy
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may be depended upon, and will eventually be of very
great consequence to us. Much, I apprehend, is to be
dreaded from the predatory incursions of the enemy
this campaign. To be apprized of their designs, and
guarded against them at all points, as far as possible,
will tend most essentially to disconcert their plans and
protect our frontiers. As to the disposition of the
Vermontese, I know nothing of it, but from report.
At present they are at least a dead weight upon us.
It is greatly to be regretted, that they are not by some
means or other added to our scale, as their numbers,
strength, and resources, would certainly aid us very
considerably, and make the enemy extremely cautious
how they advanced far in that quarter. The bulk of
the people, I am persuaded, must be well affected.
Should it be otherwise with any of the individuals, I ar-
dently wish they may be detected in their villany, and
brought to the punishment they deserve.*

Rhode Island, the transports destined to receive the troops are to be
kept there ; when, on the contrary, the army under your command shall
penetrate into the country, and the squadron abandons Rhode Island,
this squadron will proceed to Boston, and take with it the transports,
that have been retained.

«7. If, from the different causes mentioned, you should remain in
your position at Rhode Island, and a superior naval force of the King
should withdraw the squadron which is in that port, I give you notice,
that the Count de Grasse has orders to leave with you two vessels to
defend the port, and the transports necessary for your army.”

* The British had come up Lake Champlain from Canada, and threat-
ened an invasion of the frontiers of New York in that direction. At the
same time there seemed to be an understanding of some sort between
the leaders in Vermont and the British officers, which excited a suspicion
that the former were acting under disguise, and fostering an improper
intercourse with the enemy. General Schuyler had eaid in his letter;

“The conduct of the Vermontese is mysterious, and if the reports
which generally prevail are well founded, their measures will certainly
be attended with dangerous consequences to this and the other United
States. I cannot however believe that the bulk of the people are in the
secret. [ rather conjecture that the person whom we suspected last year
to have been in New York, and some others, are the only culpable ones,

,
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I have been exceedingly distressed by the repeated
accounts I have received of the sufferings of the troops
on the frontier, and the terrible consequences which
must ensue, unless they were speedily supplied. What
gave a particular poignancy to the sting I felt on the
occasion was my inability to afford relief. Such partial
supplies as were on hand, to the very last barrel of
meat, I ordered instantly to be sent, and have promised
General Clinton what further succour the States will
enable me to give. Major-General Heath has gone to
the several eastern States, to enforce my pointed rep-
resentations, to rouse them to more vigorous exertions,
and to make arrangements for supplies during the

and that they amuse the people with making them believe that the whole
of their negotiation with General Haldimand is merely calculated to give
Congress and this State the alarm, that the independence of Vermont
may be acknowledged.

“] was anxious for ceding the jurisdiction beyond a twenty-mile line
from Hudson’s River, that their independence might be immediately ac-
knowledged, and they made useful to the common cause ; but the gov-
ernor put a stop to the business, ¢ as the affair was referred to the decision
of Congress.’ I sincerely wish they would speedily decide, acknowledge
them independent, and admit them into the union. If this was instantly
done, the measures of their leaders would be brought to the test, and
we should know if they had only tended to bring about their indepen-
dence, or to connect themselves with the enemy. But, unless Con-
gress are pushed to a decision, I believe they will do nothing in it; but
who is to urge them, I know not. The governor cannot do it official-
ly, and our delegates, I believe, will not, unless they believe that the de-
cision will go against the Vermontese.” — MS. Letter, Saratoga, May 4th.

The old feuds between the inhabitants of the New Hampshire Grants
and New York bad been kept alive by the refusal of New York to assent
to the independence of the territory embracing those Grants, which had
been recently called Vermont. The party dissensions in Congress had
prevented a decision by that body, and in the mean time the people of
Vermont set up a government of their own, and the leaders were deter-
mined not to submit on any terms to the domination of New York. In
this state of mind the enemy tampered with them, and hoped for a time
to bring them over. The attempt failed, and it appeared in the end, that
there was never any serious intention on the part of the Vermontese to
listen to the British proposals. The subject is explained in Srarxs’s Lqfe
of Ethan Allen.
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whole campaign. I cannot but hope this measure will
be attended with success. I am, &ec.

TO THE CHEVALIER PAUL JONES.

New Windsor, 15 May, 1781.
SiR,
My partial acquaintance with either our naval or com-

mercial affairs makes it altogether impossible for me to
account for the unfortunate delay of those articles of
military stores and clothing, which I have been inform-
ed have been so long provided in France. If I had
had any particular reason to suspect you of being
accessory to that delay, which I assure you was not
the case, my suspicions would have been removed by
the very full and satisfactory answers, which you have,
to the best of my judgment, made to the questions
proposed to you by the Board of Admiralty, and up-
on which that Board have in their report to Congress
testified the high sense, which they entertain of your
merits and services.

Whether our naval affairs have been well or ill con-
ducted, it would be presumptuous in me to determine,

Instances of bravery and good conduct in several of -

our officers have not been wanting. Delicacy forbids
me to mention the particular one, which has attracted
the admiration of all the world, and influenced a most
illustrious monarch to confer a mark of his favor, that
can be attained only by a long and honorable service,
or by the performance of some brilliant action. That
you may long enjoy the reputation you have so justly
acquired, is the sincere wish of Sir, &c.*

* Through the misunderstanding of various agents in France, and other
causes, there had been an extraordinary delay in sending out the military
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TO EZRA STYLES, PRESIDENT OF YALE COLLEGE.

New Windsor, 15 May, 1781.
Sig,

For the honor conferred on me by the President and
Fellows of the University of Yale College, by the de-
gree of Doctor of Laws, my warmest thanks are of-

stores for the American army. Paul Jones arrived at Philadelphia, on
the 18th of February, in command of the Ariel, with a cargo of these
stores from L'Orient. Congress immediately ordered an inquiry into the
cause of the delay. This duty devolved on the Board of Admiralty, who
proposed forty-seven distinct queries, which Paul Jones answered fully
and promptly, and to the entire satisfaction of Congress, as to the part he
had acted in the matter. He sent to Washington a copy of the queries
and of his answers. The Board reported ;

“ That, ever since Captain Jones first became an officer in the navy of
these States, he has shown an unremitted attention in planning and exe-
cuting enterprises calculated to promote the essential interest of our glo-
rious cause ; that in Europe, although in his expedition through the Irish
channel in the Ranger he did not fully accomplish his purpose, yet he
made the enemy feel, that it is in the power of a small squadron, under a
brave and enterprising commander, to retaliate the conflagration of our
defenceless towns, and took the Drake, a ship in number of guns and
men superior to the Ranger, which she was sent out to capture ; that, by
his reputation and address, he obtained the command of a squadron, under
the flag and laws of these States, at the expense of our generous allies,
and therewith captured the Serapis and Scarborough, spreading univer-
sal alarm through the Island of Great Britain and its dependencies; that,
in his expedition with that squadron, he made a number of prisoners,
sufficient to redeem all our fellow-citizens in British dungeons, and es-
tablished a cartel for their exchange ; that he has made the flag of Amer-
ica respectable among the flags of other nations; that, returning from
Europe, he brought with him the esteem of the greatest and best friend
of America, and has received from the illustrious monarch of France that
reward of warlike virtue, which his subjects obtain by a long series of
faithful services or uncommon merit.

«The Board are of opinion, that the conduct of Captain John Paul
Jones merits particular attention, and some distinguishing mark of appro-
bation from the United States in Congress assembled.”

The allusion in the closing part of Washington’s letter is to the cap-
ture of the Serapis by Paul Jones in the Bon Homme Richard. For his
valor and intrepidity on that occasion, the King of France ordered a
sword to be presented to him; and permission was asked of Congress to
invest him with the military Order of Merit.
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fered ; and the polite manner, in which you are pleased
to request my acceptance of this distinguished mark
of their favor, demands my grateful acknowledgments.
That the college, over which you preside, may long
continue a useful seminary of learning, and that you
may be the happy instrument in the hand of Provi-
dence for raising it to honor and dignity, and making
it promotive of the happiness of mankind, is the sin-
cere wish of, Sir, &c.

TO COLONEL ALEXANDER SCAMMELL.

New Windsor, 17 May, 1781.
DEAR SIR,

I have received intelligence, that a party of the en-
emy are establishing themselves at or near Fort Lee,
and building a blockhouse, or some kind of work. If
they are permitted to complete their plan, it will not on-
ly be difficult to remove them, but they will harass the
country from thence, and may be much in the way of
some future operation. When I formed the battalion,
which you at present command, it was with a view of
having a corps ready to execute a project of the kind,
which I propose to you, and that is, to endeavour to
strike by surprise the party above mentioned.* You
will without loss of time see Captain Lawrence, who
commands the New York levies near Dobbs’s Ferry,
and concert measures with him for gaining certain in-
telligence of the real strength and situation of the en-
emy; and, if you find them such as seem to give you a
tolerable certainty of success, you will plan your attack
in such manner, as shall be best warranted from your

*® This battalion consisted of four hundred men. The officers were a
colonel, lieutenant-colonel, mejor, and eight captains.
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information. The sooner it is done the better, as the
enemy, if they are fortifying, will be every day stronger.
You will take Captain Lawrence under your command,
with the levies of New York and any Jersey militia
you may find embodied ; but you will trust no officer
among them, nor any other but Lawrence, with your
design. He is sensible and appears discreet.

As I confide very much in your prudence and judg-
ment, I shall only give you these general directions ;
namely, to attempt nothing, which may have the ap-
pearance of rashness, and to guard well against being
drawn into an ambuscade, or being intercepted by a
sudden reinforcement from York Island. Captain Law-
rence’s party, who must be acquainted with every foot
of the ground, ought to secure you against the former ;
and guards, at the practicable landing-places, will cer-
tainly prevent the latter. I shall set out in the moming
for Connecticut, and shall be absent six or seven days.
If you make the attempt, I wish you every success.

I am with great regard, &c.*

TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

New Windsor, 17 May, 1781.
SIr,

The Count de Rochambeau having received de-
spatches from the court of France by his son, the
Viscount de Rochambeau, who arrived at Boston in
the frigate Concorde, on the 6th instant, has requested
an interview with me. I have appointed the place of

® The party of the enemy, mentioned above, consisted of refugees, who
landed on the west side of Hudson’s River, and began to repair Fort
Lee. They were recalled, however, as soon as Colonel Scammell’s de-
tachment marched into that quarter, and the works were abandoned.
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meeting at Weathersfield, on Monday next, for which
purpose I shall set out hence to-morrow. I am in
hopes, that we shall be able, from the intelligence re-
ceived, to settle a definitive plan of the campaign.

I am sorry to inform your Excellency, that a part of
our advanced troops were surprised on Monday morn-
ing near Croton River, by about sixty horse and two
hundred foot under the command of Colonel Delancey.
Colonel Greene, who commanded our party, was mor-
tally wounded in his quarters. The enemy attempted
to carry him off, but he died upon the road. Major
Flagg was killed. The loss of these two officers is to
be regretted, especially the former, who had upon sev-
eral occasions distinguished himself, particularly in the
defence of the post of Red Bank, in 1777, when he
defeated Count Donop I enclose a return of our loss
upon the late occasion.*

The enemy on their return fell in with Capta.m Flagg
of the New Hampshire line, who was patrolling near
White Plains. They attempted to surround him, and

* From Washington’s Diary, May 14th. — “ About noon intelligence
was received from General Paterson at West Point, that the enemy were
on the north side of Croton River in force ; that Colonel Greene, Major
Flagg, and some other officers, with forty or fifty men, were surprised and
cut off at the Bridgo ; and that Colonel Scammell, with the New Hamp-
shire troops, had marched to their assistance. I ordered the Connecticut
troops to move and support those of New Hampshire. In the evening
information was brought, that the enemy, consisting of about sixty horse
and one hundred and forty infantry, had retreated precipitately.”

May 16th. — % Went to the posts at West Point ; received a particular
account of the surprise of Colonel Greene, and the loss we sustained,
which consisted of himself and Major Flagg killed ; three officers and a
surgeon taken prisoners, the latter and two of the former wounded; a
sergeant and five rank and file killed; five wounded, and thirty-three
made prisoners or missing ; in all forty-four, besides officers.”

In Rivington’s Gazette, of May 16th, it is said, that the party, who
made the attack, marched from Morrisania under the command of Col-
onel Delancey, and consisted of about one hundred cavalry and two hun-
dred infantry.
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cut him off by dint of superior numbers ; but the cap-
tain made so good a disposition of his small force, that
he brought them off with the loss of two men only.
The enemy had a captain and several men killed in
the attack. I have the honor to be, &c.

TO THE CHEVALIER DE LA LUZERNE.

Weathersfield, 23 May, 1781.
Sig,

The letter, which I have the honor to enclose from
the Count de Rochambeau, will, I imagine, inform you
of the intended march of the French army towards the
North River, and of the destination of the King’s
squadron now in the harbour of Newport, if circum-
stances will admit of the respective movements. I
should be wanting in respect and confidence, were I
not to add that our object is New York. The season,
the difficulty and expense of land transportations, and
the continual waste of men in every attempt to rein-
force the southern States, are almost insuperable ob-
jections to marching another detachment from the army
on the North River; nor do I see how it is possible to
give effectual support to those States, and avert the
evils which threaten them, while we are inferior in na-
val force in these seas.

It is not for me to know in what manner the fleet
of his Most Christian Majesty is to be employed in the
West Indies this summer, or to inquire at what epoch
it may be expected on this coast; but the appearance
and aid of it in this quarter are of such essential im-
portance in any offensive operation, and so necessary to
stop the progress of the enemy’s arms at the south-
ward, that I shall be excused, I am persuaded, for en-
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deavouring to engage your good offices in facilitating an
event on which so much depends. For this I have a
stronger plea, when I assure you, that General Ro-
chambeau’s opinion and wishes concur with mine, and
that it is at his instance principally I make to you this
address. ‘
" If we are happy enough to find your Excellency in
sentiment with us, it will be in your power to inform
the Count de Grasse of the strength and situation of
the enemy’s naval and land force in this country, the
destination of the French squadron under Admiral Bar-
ras, and the intentions of the allied arms if a junction
can be formed. At present the British fleet lies within
Block Island, and about five leagues from Point Judith.
The Count de Rochambeau and the Chevalier Chas-
tellux agree perfectly in sentiment with me, that, while
affairs remain as they now are, the West India fleet
should run immediately to Sandy Hook (if there are no
concerted operations), where they may be met with all
the information requisite, and where most likely it will
shut in, or cut off, Admiral Arbuthnot, and may be
joined by the Count de Barras. An early and frequent
communication from the Count de Grasse would lead to
preparatory measures on our part, and be a means of
facilitating the operation in hand, or any other, which
may be thought more advisable. I know your good-
ness and your zeal for the common cause too well, to
" offer any thing more as an apology for this liberty ; and
I persuade myself it is unnecessary for me to declare
the respect and attachment, with which I have the
honor to be, &ec.
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TO MESHECH WEARE, PRESIDENT OF
NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Weathersfield, 24 May, 1781.
Sir,

In consequence of a conference held between the
Count de Rochambeau and myself at this place, the
French army will march, as soon as circumstances will
admit, and form a junction with the American army
upon the North River. The accomplishment of the
object, which we have in contemplation, is of the ut-
most importance to America, and will, in all probability
be attained, unless there should be a failure on our
part in the number of men, which will be required for
the operation, or the enemy should withdraw a consid-
erable part of their force from the southward. It is in
our own power, by proper exertions, to prevent the for-
mer; and, should the latter take place, we shall be amply
repaid our expenses, by liberating the southern States,
where we have found by experience we are vulnerable.

Upon the calculations, that I have been able in con-
cert with some of the most experienced French and
American officers to form, the operation in view will
require, in addition to the French army, all the Conti-
nental battalions from New IJampshire to New Jersey
inclusive to be completed to their full establishment.
You must be sensible, that the measures taken for that
purpose, in consequence of the last requisition of Con-
gress, have been very far from answering the end; as
few recruits, comparatively speaking, have yet been
sent forward, and of those, many have been discharged
on account of their inability. You must also take into
consideration, that a number of those men, who were
returned when the requisition was made, have since
been taken off by the various casualties incident to an
army ; I estimate about one sixth of the whole num-
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ber, and therefore provision must at this time be made
to replace them.

From what has been premised, you will perceive,
without my urging further reasons, the necessity I am
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As it is probable, that some militia, in addition to the
full complement of Continental troops, may be neces-
sary to support communications and for other purposes,
you will be pleased to direct four hundred men to be
held in readiness to march within one week after I
shall call for them, to serve three months after they
have joined the army. And I would take. the liberty
of requesting, that the executive may be vested with
full powers, during the recess, to comply with any fur-
ther requisition I may make for men, provisions, or
the means of transportation, which last may be most
essential in the course of our operations, should it be-
come necessary to bring provisions or stores from a
distance.

I shall be glad to be favored with an answer as soon
as possible, with ‘an assurance of what I may depend
upon ; that, if I do not clearly see a prospect of being
supported, I may turn my views to a defensive instead
of an offensive plan, and save the States and our allies
the expense, which would be needlessly incurred by
any but an ample and effectual preparation.

I have the honor to be, &c.*

TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

- New Windsor, 27 May, 1781.
SIr,

I do myself the honor to inform Congress, that I re-
turned from Weathersfield on the evening of the 25th.}

* Sent as a circular to all the New England States. The number
of militia requested from Massachusetts was two thousand two hundred,
and from Connecticut fifteen hundred. As the defence of Newport, after
the French army should leave it, was to be entrusted to the militia of
Rhode Island, no militia were required from that State to join the army.

{ Generals Knox and Duportail had accompanied the Commander-

E.
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I met only the Count de Rochambeau at that place,
accompanied by the Chevalier de Chastellux. The
British fleet having appeared off Block Island, the
Count de Barras did not think it prudent to be ab-
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with me upon the North River. Five hundred mili-
tia are to be stationed upon Rhode Island for the pres-
ervation of the works, which have been erected for
the security of the harbour.

Upon a full consideration of affairs in every point of
view, an operation against New York has been deemed
preferable to making further detachments to the south-
ward, while they can only be sent by land. The prin-
cipal reasons, which induced to this determination, are,
the difficulty and expense of transportation, the late-
ness of the season, which would throw the troops into
the extremity of the heat of summer; the great waste
of men, which we have ever experignced in so long a
march at the healthiest season ; and, above all, a strong
presumption, that the enemy, weakened as they now
are by detachments, must either sacrifice the valuable
post of New York and its dependencies, or recall a
part of their force from the southward to defend them.

The Continental battalions, from New Hampshire to
New Jersey inclusive, supposing them complete, aided
by four thousand French troops, and such a reinforce-
ment of militia as the operation after its commencement
may seem to require, have been deemed adequate to
the attempt upon New York with its present garrison.
But, as the battalions of those States are still consid-
erably deficient, I have written in the most pressing
manner to the respective legislatures, to make up such
deficiencies with men for the campaign only, if they
cannot be obtained for a longer term, and have desired
the governors to hold certain numbers of militia ready
for service, should I have occasion to call for them. I
am however determined to require no more, than are
absolutely necessary.* I shall also call on the State of

* The number of militia assigned to New Jersey was five hundred.
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of men, who could be spared as a garrison. Brigadier-
General Clinton recommended the evacuation of the
post, as the only alternative, to which I the more read-
ily consented, as it had been for some time past the
opinion of the officers best acquainted with that part
of the country, that a post at the German Flats would
be more easily supported, and equally advantageous to
the security of the frontier. I am, &ec.

TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL DUPORTAIL.

New Windsor, 28 May, 1781.
- DEaRr SIn, :

As you are perfectly acquainted with the plan, which
has been concerted with his Excellency Count de Ro-
chambeau at Weathersfield, I need not enter into a
detail of particulars. I have only to request, therefore,
that you will be pleased to make the estimates of the
articles in your department necessary for the opera-
tion, and that the previous arrangements for the siege,
as far as they are within the limits of our ability, may
be put in the best train, which the circumstances will
admit. In the mean time, as it has become necessary,
from the decay of the works, the demolition of the
barracks, and other circumstances, to abandon the post
of Fort Schuyler, and erect new fortifications, at or
near Fort Herkimer, I have to request, that you will
send an engineer to superintend the works in that de-
partment. I am, dear Sir, &ec.

VOL. VIII, 8
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TO COLONEL ELIAS DAYTON,

New Windsor, 28 May, 1781.
DEAR Sir,
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ed state of our affairs, on account of supplies, with
which you are well acquainted, the languid efforts of the
States to procure men, and the insuperable difficulties
in the way of transportation, would, I apprehend, have
rendered the scheme abortive in the first instance.
And I must inform you, that there is yet another ob-
stacle, which makes the attempt you have suggested
absolutely impracticable by the means you propose, but
which I am not at liberty to commit to paper for fear
of the same misfortune, which has already happened
to some of my letters.

You will have seen before the receipt of this, by my
public letter to Congress of the 27th instant, "the re-
sult of the deliberations of the Count de Rochambeau
and myself at Weathersfield. That plan, upon the ma-
turest consideration, and after combining all the present
circumstances and future prospects, appeared, though
precarious, far the most eligible of any we could pos-
sibly devise, whilst we are inferior at sea. The ob-
ject was considered to be of greater magnitude, and
more within our reach, than any other. The weakness
of the garrison at New York, the central position for
drawing together men and supplies, and the spur, which
an attempt against that place, would give to every ex-
ertion, were among the reasons, which prompted to that
undertaking, and promised the fairest prospect of suc-
cess, unless the enemy should recall a considerable part
of their force from the southward. And even in this
case, the same measure, which might produce disap-
pointment in one quarter, would certainly in the event
afford the greatest relief in another. While an oppor-
tunity presents itself of striking the enemy a fatal blow,
I will persuade myself, that the concurring exertions of
Congress, of the several States immediately concerned,
and of every individual in them, who is well affected




60 WASHINGTON’'’S WRITINGS. [Xx. 49.

to our cause, will be united in yielding every possible
aid. At this crisis, while I rejoice at the appointment
of the minister of finance, I have sincerely to regret,
that the ministers of the other departments have not
also been appointed, especially a minister of war. At
the same time I am happy to learn, that the mode of
promotion is on the point of being finally established.
With the highest sentiments of regard, I am, &c.*

TO THE MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE.

New Windsor, 31 May, 1781
My pEAR MaRrquis,

Your conduct upon every occasion meets my appro-
bation, but in none more than in your refusing to hold a

® This letter was intercepted by the enemy, sent to the British minis-
try, and published in the London Gazetie on the 14th of July. Others
of a similar tenor were also intercepted, and Sir Henry Clinton seems ta
have considered them as written for that purpose, and designedly put in
the way of being taken. It has been said, that he believed they were
meant to deceive, and that Washington’s plans were actually the reverse
of those mentioned in the letters. British historians have adopted this
idea, and commended it as an evidence of well-timed address on the part
of the American general. (Jnnual Register for 1781, p. 123.— An-
prews’s History of the Late War, Vol. IV. p. 198,) It is certain, how-
ever, that no such deception was intended, and that the letters expressed
the real designs of the Commander-in-chief. The first impressions of
Sir Henry Clinton on the subject were confirmed, by a confidential letter
from the Marquis de Chastellux to the Chevalier de la Luzerne, inter~
cepted nearly at the same time, in which the writer stated that a com-
bined attack on New York had been determined upon, and took to him-
self much credit for bringing over Count de Rochambeau to General
Woashington’s opinion. The letter also contained free remarks on the
deportment of the French commander, and the reserve in which he held
himself as to consulting with his subordinate officers. A copy of this
letter was carefully transmitted from New York to Count de Rocham-
beau, it being doubtless deemed well suited to breed strife in the French
camp. It had not this effect, but it was received with displeasure by
Count de Rochambeau. “I sent for the Marquis de Chastellux,” said
he ; 41 showed him the letter ; I then threw it into the fire, and left him
a prey to his own reflections.” — Mémoires de Rochambeau, Tom. 1. p. 274.
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correspondence with Arnold.* By an account, which
I have just received from New York, General Robert-
son goes to succeed General Phillips.t You may have
something to apprehend from his age and experience,
but not much from his activity. In a letter, which I
wrote to Baron Steuben on the 16th instant, I desired
him to inform you, as I did not know at that time
where you might be, that I had good reason to believe
a detachment of between fifteen hundred and two
thousand men had sailed from New York a few days
before. 1 now have it confirmed, and I think you may
either look for them in the Chesapeake or further south-
ward.

Your determination to avoid an engagement, with
your present force, is certainly judicious. I hope the
Pennsylvanians have begun their march before this
time, but I have no information of it. General Wayne
"has been pressed, both by Congress and the Board
of War, to make as much expedition as possible, and
extraordinary powers are given to enable him to pro-
cure provisions. I am, with very sincere regard, &c.}

® After the death of General Phillips (May 13), the command of the
British army in Virginia devolved on Arnold. He sent an officer to La-
fayette with a flag and a letter. As soon as Lafayette saw the name at
the bottom of the letter he refused to read it, and told the officer, that he
would hold no intercourse whatever with Arnold ; but with any other of-
ficer he should be ever ready to reciprocate the civilities, which the cir-
cumstances of the two armies might render desirable.

+ This intelligence was not accurate,

1 This letter was intercepted and published by the enemy; and also
another letter to Lafayette of the same date, containing the substance
of the interview with Count de Rochambeau at Weathersfield, and the

proposed plan of the campaign.

VOL. VIIIL F
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TO MAJOR-GENERAL GREENE.

New Windsor, 1 June, 1781.
My DEAR SIR,

The difficulties, which you daily encounter and sur-
mount with your small force, add not a little to your
reputation ; and I am pretty well assured, that, should
you be obliged finally to withdraw from South Carolina
and even from North Carolina, it will not be attributed
to your want either of abilities or of exertion, but to
the true cause, the want of means to support the war
in them. I feel for your mortification at the loss of the
day before Camden, after it seemed so much in your
favor; but I hope you will have found, that the enemy
suffered severely, as in their publication of the affair in
New York they confess the loss of two hundred. The
reduction of Fort Watson does honor to General Ma-
rion and Colonel Lee.

I have lately had an interview with Count de Ro-
chambeau at Weathersfield. Our affairs were very at-
tentively considered in every point of view, and it was
finally determined to make an attempt upon New York
with its present garrison, in preference to a southern
operation, as we had not the decided command of the
water. You will readily suppose the reasons, which
induced this determination, were the inevitable loss of
men from so long a march, more especially in the ap-
proaching hot season, and the difficulty, I may say im-
possibility, of transporting the necessary baggage, ar-
tillery, and stores by land. If I am supported as I
ought to be by the neighbouring States in this opera-
tion, which you know has always been their favorite
one, I hope that one of these consequences will follow,
either that the enemy will be expelled from the most
valuable position which they hold upon the continent,
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or be obliged to recall part of their force from the
southward to defend it. Should the latter happen, you
will be most essentially relieved by it. The French
troops will begin their march this way as soon as cer-
tain circumstances will admit. I can only give you the
outlines of our plan. The dangers, to which letters are
exposed, make it improper to commit to paper the
particulars; but as matters ripen I will keep you as
well informed as circumstances will allow.

A detachment of between fifteen hundred and two
thousand men sailed from New York about the 13th of
May. I advised Baron Steuben of this, and desired
him to communicate it to you. I presume they will
either stop in the Chesapeake Bay or Cape Fear River,
unless the operations of the Spaniards in the Floridas
should call for reinforcement to that quarter. But I
can hardly flatter myself, that they will attend to the
preservation of St. Augustine. We are told that Pen-
sacola has fallen,

The Marquis de Lafayette informed me, that about
eight hundred recruits would be ready to march from
Virginia by the latter end of May. I have no certain
accounts from Maryland lately ; but I was told by a
gentleman from thence, that about four hundred might
be expected to march in April. I make no doubt but
you are kept regularly advised by the superintending
officers. I have not heard, that General Wayne had
left Yorktown, but I have reason to believe he has
gone before this time. If no fresh discontents arise
among those troops, the detachment with Wayne will
be a most valuable acquisition to you. They are chiefly
the old soldiers, and completely furnished with every
necessary. I am, &c.*

* Wayne'’s detachment marched from Yorktown, in Pennsylvanis, on
the 26th of May.
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" 10 COUNT DE ROCHAMBEAU.
New Windsor, 4 June, 1781.
SIr,

I had last evening the honor of receiving your favor
of the 31st of May by the Duke de Lauzun, who in-
forms me, that he is authorized by your Excellency
and Count de Barras to enter into a free communica-
tion with me upon the subject of the council of war
held on board the Duc de Bourgogne, and request my
opinion upon the propriety of their determination.*

* Intelligence had been brought to Count de Rochambeau by his son
and Count de Barras, that a strong armament had departed from Brest, or
would immediately depart, under Count de Grasse, for the West Indies ;
and that, after he had passed the Azores, Count de Grasse would detach
& convoy with somewhat more than six hundred recruits, escorted by the
armed vesse] Sagittaire, and destined to unite with the French army at
Newport. Money for the army and navy was also to be brought by the
Sagittaire. The news was likewise entrusted to Count de Rochambeau
alone, that Count de Grasse had orders to sail with his fleet to the coast
of the United States in the month of July or August, to relieve the
squadron of M. de Barras ; and in case M. de Rochambeau should march
from Newport to unite with General Washington before the arrival of
Count de Grasse’s fleet, then the squadron of Barras was to retire to the
harbour of Boston for security, as it was supposed, that, without the pro-
tection of the French army on shore, the vessels would be in danger of
a naval attack from the enemy with a superior force. — Mémoires de Ro-
chambeau, Tom. 1. p. 270.

It having been decided at the conference between the American and
French commanders, held at Weathersfield, that the French army should
leave Newport and march to the North River, the manner of disposing
of the French fleet was taken into consideration immediately after the
return of Count de Rochambeau. The result is explained in the follow-
ing extract from a letter written by him to General Washington.

“The Count de Barras, instead of going to Boston according to his
orders, has held a council of war, the result of which I send here en-
closed. I hope your Excellency will as soon as possible send an order,
that the militia, who are to be stationed on this Island, be raised to the
number of one thousand. They will be joined by four hundred men,
whom I shall leave under the orders of M. de Choisy, a brigadier-general,
and a very good officer. I think that the State of Massachusetts may
furnish the five hundred men, that have been demanded by the council
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I must confess to your Excellency, that there is
weight in the reasons, which are offered for the deten-
tion of his Majesty’s fleet in the harbour of Newport,
in preference to its going round to Boston; but as I
cannot think, that it will be as safe in all possible cases
in the harbour of Newport, after the greater part of the
French army has been withdrawn, as it would be in
the harbour of Boston, I must adhere to my opinion,
and to the plan fixed at Weathersfield, as most eligi-
ble, all circumstances considered. I would not, how-
ever, set up my single judgment against that of so
many gentlemen of experience, more especially as the
matter partly depends upon a knowledge of marine
affairs, of which I candidly confess my ignorance. I
would, therefore, in order to avoid delay, rest the mat-
ter upon the following footing. If your Excellency, the
Count de Barras, and the other gentlemen should, up-
on further consideration of the subject, aided by any
new information, which you may have received, still
think it most advisable to adhere to the former resolu-
tion of the council, you may make use of the enclosed
letters to the governors of Massachusetts and Rhode
Island, which are left open for your inspection. If, on

of war for the surety of the squadron, and that it is suitable that your
Excellency should send to M. de Choisy an order to convene a greater
number in case of need, and letters for the governors of the States of
Massachusetts and Rhode Island.

“It is useless to say to your Excellency, that one of the chief rea-
sons, that decided the council of war to keep the squadron at Rhode
Island, was the fear lest America should look upon this change from New-
port to Boston as a retreat. The desire to be nearer for our future
operations, when the superior naval force expected in the course of the
summer shall arrive in these seas, has been another reason. Your Ex-
cellency knows that the harbour of Boston is very unfavorable at this
season, on account of the south-west winds, that blow almost continually,
The junction of M. de Barras with the forces that might come, would
perhaps be delayed for a month, and consequently all the operatlons de-
pending on it.” — MS. Letter, Newport, May 3lst.

VOL. VIIL 9 F*
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the contrary, you should change your opinions, the let-
ters may be destroyed, as that which was written by
me to the governor of Rhode Island from Weathers-
field will be sufficient for the purpose of calling out five
hundred militia for the present, and such further num-
bers as exigencies may require.

At any rate, I could wish that the march of the:
troops might now be hurried as much as possible.
The strides, which the enemy are making at the south-
ward, demand a collection of our force in this quarter,
that we may endeavour to commence our operation.
I know of no measure, which will be so likely to af-
ford relief to the southern States, in so short a time,
as a serious menace against New York. This your
Excellency may remember was a principal inducement
for our undertaking that operation, in preference to the
other, which was spoken of ; and I assure you the calls
upon me from the southward are so pressing, that
nothing but seeing our preparations against New York
in some degree of forwardness will content them, or
convince them that they are likely to derive any advan-
tages from the force, which they see detained here.

I have the honor to be, &ec.

TO ROBERT MORRIS, SUPERINTENDENT OF FINANCE.

New Windsor, 4 June, 1781.
DEAR Sir,
The present conveyance is sudden and unexpected.
I have only time, therefore, to acknowledge the receipt
of your favors of the 29th ultimo, and to assure you,
that I felt a most sensible pleasure when I heard of
your acceptance of the late appointment of Congress
to regulate the finances of this country. My hand and
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heart shall be with you; and, as far as my assistance
can go, command it. We have, I am persuaded, but
one object in view, the public good; to effect which,
I will- aid your endeavours to the extent of my abili-
ties, and with all the powers I am vested with. I
shall be happy in meeting you, and would have writ-
ten to you more fully at this time, if the bearer was not
waiting. I could not, however, refrain from embracing
the first opportunity that offered, of expressing the
pleasure I felt at hearing from yourself, that you had
entered upon the duties of your office, and to assure
you with how much truth and sincerity, I am, &c.*

TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL JAMES CLINTON.

New Windsor, 5 June, 1781.
DEAr SiIr,
In my letter of the 28th ultimo, I informed you of

the succours you might expect, if necessary. The six

*In a private letter Mr. Morris had communicated to General Wash-
ington notice, that he had accepted the appointment of Superintendent of
Finance ; and in an official letter of the same date he wrote as follows.

“ A committee of Congress having communicated to me the distress
of your army for want of bread, and shown me a motion that had been
made in Congress in consequence thereof, but which was committed in
order to a conference with me on the subject, I found myself immediate-
ly impressed with the strongest desire to afford you relief. Not being
prepared in my official character with funds or means of accomplishing
the supplies you need, I have written to General Schuyler and to Mr.
Thomas Lowrey in New Jersey, requesting their immediate exertions to
procure upon their own credit one thousand barrels of flour each, and
send the same forward in parcels as fast as procured to camp, deliver-
able to your Excellency’s order ; and I have pledged myself to pay them
in hard money for the cost and charges, within a month, six weeks, or
two months. I shall make it a point to procure the money, being de-
termined never to make an engagement that cannot be fulfilled; for if
by any means I should fail in this respect, I will quit my office as use-
less from that moment.” — MS. Letler, May 29th. — See also Diplomatic
Correspondence of the American Revolution, Vol. XI. p. 367.



68 WASHINGTON'’S WRITINGS. [ZE. 49.

companies of Van Schaick’s regiment have since sailed.*
Hazen’s will follow to-morrow. I have now to com-
municate my sentiments in general, respecting the dis-
position and application of this force.

Tt is clearly my opinion, that the reinforcements lately
ordered to the northward should be kept together as
much as circumstances will admit, or at least so near
as to be speedily assembled upon an emergency ; as
it is not certain or probable, that they will be con-
tinued permanently in that quarter, and as they are
designed while there to strike the enemy, should they
be so presumptuous as to attempt to penetrate into
the country. It also appears to me, that the force on
the Hudson and Mohawk Rivers ought not to be so
widely scattered as formerly, but stationed in as com-
pact a manner as may be, except such light parties
as occasion may require to be kept out. By distrib-
uting the troops, with a view of protecting every inch
of ground, the efficient force is dissipated and lost,
and the several posts are so weakened as to invite
the enemy to enterprise. I wish you therefore to con-
centre your strength as much as possible at the points
you may judge most expedient, to form a plan of de-
fence for the frontier, and to transmit to me the re-
sult of your determination. I am, dear Sir, &c.t

* In the letter of the 28th he had promised the six companies of Van
Schaick’s regiment.

t In another letter, dated the 16th of June, the above orders were in
part countermanded, so far as to direct General Clinton to keep these
forces more compact than the first orders might imply, since it was prob-
able that they might be withdrawn, at a short notice, to act with the
main army in the expected operations against New York.

— e —
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TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

New Windsor, 6 June, 1781,
Si1r,

I have written to the Board of War, on the subject
of the removal of the convention troops, and have given
it as my opinion, with my reasons, that they had best
for the present be halted in Pennsylvania. An ex-
change of those troops, on proper terms, would cer-
tainly be a desirable thing ; but under present circum-
stances I do not think it would be advisable to give the
enemy any reinforcement of privates. Every man they
get adds immediately to their force. Many of those,
whom we obtain in exchange, are out of their term of
service, and consequently lost to us.

It is as much my wish, as it can be your Excellen-
cy’s, that General Gates’s affair should be brought to
a decision. You must be convinced, that nothing has
been left undone by me to effect that purpose. Gen-
eral Gates informs me, that he cannot think of serving,
until the matter shall have been properly investigated,
and that he shall retire in the mean time to Virginia.
I see no probability of any thing further being done
until there shall be some recess in southern operations.

I hope the rules of promotion, which Congress have
been pleased to establish, will be generally satisfactory.
Individuals may be affected by the change of mode,
but it will be impossible to devise a plan, which will
not interfere in some degree with particular interests.
I send your Excellency by this conveyance duplicates
of my letters, the originals of which were taken in the
last week’s mail. The communication by the post from
hence to Philadelphia has become so dangerous, that I
cannot in future trust any despatches of importance by
him, and I beg you will observe the same rule. The
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parties sent out know the exact time at which he may
be expected, and cannot fail of securing him. They
have not the same opportunity of intercepting expres-
ses, as their times of riding are uncertain. _

I have the honor to be, &c.

TO JOHN MATHEWS, IN CONGRESS.

New Windsor, 7 June, 1781.
DEARr SiIg,

The freedom of your communications is highly pleas-
ing to me. The portrait you have drawn of our af-
fairs is strictly agreeable to the life, and you do me
but justice in supposing, that my mind is fortified
against, or rather prepared for, the most distressing
accounts that can be given of them. It would not be
the part of friendship, therefore, to conceal any cir-
cumstance, from an unwillingness to give pain, especial-
ly as the knowledge of it, to a man determined not
to sink under the weight of perplexities, may be of
the utmost importance. But we must not despair; the
game is yet in our own hands; to play it well is all
we have to do, and I trust the experience of error
will enable us to act better in future. A cloud may
yet pass over us, individuals may be ruined, and the
country at large, or particular States, undergo tempo-
rary distress; but certain I am, that it is in our power
to bring the war to a happy conclusion.

My public letters to Congress, and in a more es-
pecial manner my private communications to Governor
Rutledge, will bring you fully acquainted with the sit-
uation of things in this quarter, and the prospects be-
fore us. How far we shall be able to extricate our-
selves from the former, and realize the latter, time




PaxrIl] THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 71

only can show. I have great expectations from the
appointment of Mr. Morris, but they are not unreason-
able ones; for I do not suppose, that by any magic
art he can do more than recover us by degrees from
the labyrinth into which our finances are plunged.

I am very sorry for the disagreeable situation of our
suffering soldiery at Charleston, and wish they could
be relieved without adding to the pressure under which
we at present groan. How far it is in General Greene’s
power to liberate, by exchange, our prisoners in that
quarter I know not; but he has all the authority I can
give to do this, reserving the troops of convention from
his disposal. With these I have trouble enough. In
a late interview between the two commissaries of pris-
oners, Mr. Loring refused to exchange General Bur-
goyne, unless the prisoners taken at the Cedars are
allowed for, which is opposed by a resolve of Con-
gress; and he has actually refused to pay a debt of
privates, which three months ago he promised to do.

I have the honor to be, &ec.

TO GOVERNOR JEFFERSON.

New Windeor, 8 June, 1781.
DEAR SIR,

The progress, which the enemy are making in Vir-
ginia, is very alarming, not only to the State imme-
diately invaded, but to all the rest; for I strongly sus-
pect, from the most recent European intelligence, that
the enemy are endeavouring to make as large seeming
conquests as possible, that they may urge the plea of
uti possidetis in the proposed mediation.* Your Ex-

* The Empress of Russia and the Emperor of Austria had proposed
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cellency will be able to judge of the probability of this
conjecture from the circular letter of the President of
Congress.*

Were it prudent to commit a detail of our plans and
expectations to paper, I could convince you by a va-
riety - of reasons, that my presence is essential to the
operations, which have lately been concerted between
the French commanders and myself, and which are to
open in this quarter, provided the British keep posses-
sion of New York. There have lately been rumors of
an evacuation of that place, but I do not put confi-
dence in them. Should I be supported by the neigh-
bouring States in the manner which I expect, the en-
emy will, I hope, be reduced to the necessity of recalling
part of their force from the southward to support New
York, or they will run the most imminent risk of be-
ing expelled, with great loss of stores, from that post,
which is to them invaluable while they think of pros-
ecuting the war in America; and should we, by a lucky
coincidence of circumstances, gain a naval superiority,
their ruin would be inevitable. The prospect of giving
relief to the southern States, by an operation in this
quarter, was the principal inducement for undertaking
it. Indeed we found, upon a full consideration of our
affairs in every point of view, that, without the com-
mand of the water, it would be next to impossible for
us to transport the artillery, baggage, and stores of the
army to so great a distance; and, besides, we should
lose at least one third of our force by desertion, sick-
ness, and the heats of the approaching season, even
if it could be done.

Your Excellency may probably ask whether we are

to act as mediators for & general peace. See Diplomatic Correspond-
ence of the American Revolution, Vol. XI. p, 33.
® Bee this letter in the Secret Journal of Congress, Vol. L. p. 221.

A e erte——
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to remain here for the above reasons, should the en-
emy evacuate New York, and transfer the whole war
to the southward. To this I answer without hesitation,
that we must in such case follow them at every ex-
pense, and under every difficulty and loss; but that,
while we remain inferior at sea, and there is a proba-
bility of giving relief by diversion, and that perhaps
sooner than by sending reinforcements immediately to
the point in distress, policy dictates the trial of the
former.

Allow me, before I take leave of your Excellency in
your public capacity, to express the obligations I am
under for the readiness and zeal with which you have
always forwarded and supported every measure, which
I have had occasion to recommend through you, and to
assure you, that I shall esteem myself honored by a
continuation of your friendship and correspondence,
should your country permit you to remain in the pri-
vate walk of life. I have the honor to be, &c.*

* It was the strong desire of the people of Virginia, that Washington

would take command of the army in that State. In the letter, to which
. the above was a reply, Mr. Jefferson had written ; —

“ We are too far removed from the other scenes of war to say whether
the main force of the enemy be within this State; but I suppose they
cannot anywhere spare so great an army for the operations of the field.
Were it possible for this circumstance to justify in your Excellency a
determination to lend us your personal aid, it is evident from the uni-
versal voice, that the presence of their beloved countryman, whose tal-
ents have been 8o long successfully employed in establishing the freedom
of kindred States, to whose person they have still flattered themselves
they retained some right, and have ever looked up as their dernier resort
in distress, that your appearance among them, I say, would restore full
confidence of salvation, and would render them equal to whatever is not
impossible. I cannot undertake to foresee and obviate the difficulties,
which stand in the way of such a resolution. The whole subject is be-
fore you, of which I see only detached parts, and your judgment will be
formed in view of the whole. Should the danger of this State, and its
consequence to the Union, be such as to render it best for the whole,

VOL. VIIIL 10 G
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TO COUNT DE ROCHAMBEAU.,

New Windsor, 13 June, 1781
SiIr,

I am honored by your Excellency’s favors of the
9th and 10th instant, and with their very interesting
communications, which you may be assured will be
kept perfectly secret. I flatter myself, that the whole
convoy will arrive in safety in some of the eastern
ports, as I believe the British ships are all cruising off
the Hook.*

The Count de Barras has furnished me with the re-

that you should repair to its assistance, the difficulty would then be how
to keep men out of the field.

«] have undertaken to hint this matter to your Excellency, not only
on my own sense of its importance to us, but at the solicitations of
many members of weight in our legislature, not yet assembled to speak
their own desires, A few days will bring to me that period of relief,
which the constitution has prepared for those oppressed with the labors
of my office; and a long declared resolution of relinquishing it to abler
hands has prepared my way for retirement to a private station. Still,
however, as an individual citizen I should feel the comfortable effects of
your presence, and have (what I thought could not have been) an addi-
tional motive for that gratitude, esteem, and respect, with which I have
the honor to be, &c.” — Charlotlesville, May 28th.

In writing to Mr. Jones, a delegate in Congress from Virginia, on the
same subject, Washington said ;— % Nobody, I persuade myself, can
doubt my inclination to be immediately employed in the defence of that
country where all my property and connexions are, but there are power-
ful objections to my leaving this army. Neither time nor prudence will
allow me to go into a detail of them on paper. One only I will name,
which is, that no other person has power to command the French troops,
who are now about to form a junction with this army. Let it suffice for
me to add, that I am acting on a great scale ; that temporary evils must
be endured, where there is no remedy at hand; that I am not without
hopes that the tables may be turned; but, these being contingent, I can
promise no more than my utmost exertions.” — June 7th.

* This was the convoy of French vessels with recruits sent by Count
de Grasse, under the escort of a fifty-gun ship, as mentioned in a note
to the letter above, dated June 4th. Two thirds of the convoy and the
ship had arrived at Boston; the other third had been dispersed in a gale
near the coast.
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sult of the second council of war. I have so high a
respect for the opinions of the gentlemen, who com-
posed it, that I should have been satisfied had they
barely mentioned their adherence to their_former de-
termination ; but the new arguments, which have been
introduced in favor of the detention of the fleet at
Rhode Island, leave me no room to doubt the pro-
priety of the measure.

I am so fully convinced, that your Excellency will
make no unnecessary delay in your march, that I have
only occasion to repeat my former request, that it may
be commenced as soon as circumstances will admit.
My last accounts from the Marquis de Lafayette were
of the 3d of June. The British army, in very consid-
erable force, were then between Richmond and Fred-
ericksburg ; their destination was uncertain; but from
their superiority they were at full liberty to go wher-
ever they pleased. The enclosed copy of a letter from
the President of Congress to me will give the latest
intelligence from South Carolina.

Your requisitions to the Count de Grasse extend to
every thing I could wish. You cannot, in my opinion,
too strongly urge the necessity of his bringing a body of
troops with him, more especially as I am very doubtful,
whether our force can be drawn together by the time
he proposes to be here. Now four thousand or five
thousand men, in addition to what we shall certainly
have by that time, would, almost beyond a doubt, ena-
ble us with the assistance of the fleet to carry our ob-
ject. It is to be regretted, that the Count’s stay upon
the coast will be limited. That consideration is an ad-
ditional reason for wishing a force equal to giving a
speedy determination to the operation.*

® The French fleet in the West Indies, under the command of Count
de Grasse, was designed to operate in the waters of the United States

-—
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Your Excellency will recollect, that New York was
looked upon by us as the only practicable object under
present circumstances ; but should we be able to secure
a naval superiority, we may perhaps find others more
practicable and equally advisable. If the frigate should
not have sailed, I wish you to explain this matter to
the Count de Grasse; for, as I understand it, you have
in your communication to him confined our views to
New York alone. And, instead of advising him to run
immediately into the Chesapeake, will it not be best to
leave him to judge, from the information he may from

during some part of the campaign. Count de Grasse wrote as follows to
Count de Rochambeau.

« His Majesty has entrusted me with the command of the naval force
destined for the protection of his possessions in South America, and those
of his allies in North America. The force, which I command, is suf-
ficient to fulfil the offensive plans, which it is the interest of the allied
powers to execute, that they may secure an honorable peace. If the
men-of-war are necessary for fulfilling the projects, which you bave in
view, it will be useful to the service, that M. de Barras or M. Destouches
be apprized of it, and that pilots be eent to us skilful and well instructed,
as the French ships have a larger draft of water than the British. It
will not be till the 15th of July, at the soonest, that I shall be on the
coast of North America ; but it will be necessary, by reason of the short
time that I have to stay in that country (also being obliged to leave it
on account of the season), that every thing necessary for the success of
your projects should be in readiness, that not a moment for action may
be lost.” — MS. Letter, dated at Sea, March 20th.

The above letter was sent by the convoy. Count de Rochambeaun de-
spatched a vessel immediately for the West Indies, with full intelligence
to Count de Grasse concerning the plans in view, and also the strength,
situation, and apparent designs of the enemy. He recommended to him
to enter the Chesapeake on his way, as there might be an opportunity
of striking an important stroke there, and then to proceed immediately
to New York, and be ready to codperate with the allied armies in an
attack upon that city. He likewise requested, that, if possible, five or
six thousand land troops might be brought from the West Indies. )

He writes thus to General Washington; but in his Mémoires he takes
somewhat more credit to himself respecting the proposed operation in
the Chesapeake.

“1 presented to M. de Grasse,” says he, “a picture of the distresses
of the southern States, and above all of Virginia, which had nothing to
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time to time receive of the situation of the enemy’s
fleet upon this coast, which will be the most advan-
tageous quarter for him to make his appearance in?
In the letter, which was written to the minister from
Weathersfield, in which he was requested to urge the
Count to come this way with his whole fleet, Sandy
Hook was mentioned as the most desirable point ; be-
cause, by coming suddenly there, he would certainly
block up any fleet, which might be within; and he
would even have a very good chance of forcing, the
entrance, before dispositions could be made to oppose
him. Should the British fleet not be there, he could
follow them to the Chesapeake, which is always ac-
cessible to a superior force. I am, &ec.

oppose the inroads of Lord Cornwallis but a small body of troops under
Lafayette, who was sustained only by his good conduct and the nature
of the country intersected by many rivers. I transmitted to M.de Grasse
the articles of the conference at Weathersfield. I obeerved to him, that
he ought to know better than myself the possibility of forcing a passage
into the harbour of New York, since, in circumstances nearly similar,
M. d’Estaing, under whose orders he had served, had made an ineffectual
proposal to the pilots, in offering them an enormous sum to take his ves-
sels aeross the bar, which they did not venture to attempt. In short, 1
represented to him, as my private opinion, that an enterprise in the Ches-
apeake Bay against Lord Cornwallis would be the most practicable, and
the least expected by the enemy, who counted on our distance from that
quarter. I requested him to solicit strenuously from the governor of St.
Domingo the use for three months of the French brigade under M. de
St. Simon, which was destined to act with the Spaniards, who, it appeared
to me, would have no employment for it during the campaign. I desired
him, also, to effect a loan in our colonies of twelve hundred thousand
francs, which might insure the success of this operation. I concluded by
entreating him to despatch to me a frigate as soon as possible, with his
answer, that I might arrange with General Washington our march by
land to join him at the point assigned in the Chesapeake.” — Mémoires,
Tom. IL p. 277.

These schemes of Count de Rochambeau do not appear in his letters
to General Washington. There are several indications, that he did not
approve an attack upon New York, and only yielded his assent to what
he discovered to be the wish of the American commander.

G.
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TO THE CHEVALIER DE LA LUZERNE.

New Windsor, 13 June, 1781.
SIr,

Having been made acquainted by the Count de Ro-
chambeau, with the design of the Count de Grasse to
come to this coast with his fleet, I cannot forbear ex-
pressing my ardent wishes, that a body of land forces
might also attend this naval armament; for I am ap-
prehensive, that such a decided superiority of men may
not be drawn together by the time Count de Grasse
will be here, as to insure our success against the en-
emy’s most important posts. His continuance in these
seas may also be limited to a short period; and the
addition of a respectable corps of troops from the West
Indies would, in all human probability, terminate the
matter very soon in our favor.

If these should likewise be your sentiments, and if
this plan should not interfere with the intentions and
interest of his Most Christian Majesty elsewhere, I en-
treat your Excellency, by the first good conveyance, to
represent the propriety and necessity of the measure
to the commanders in the West Indies; that by one
great and decisive stroke the enemy may be expelled
from the continent, and the independence of America
established at the approaching negotiation.

I bave the honor to be, &c.*

* Four days after the above was written, General Washington sug-
gested in a letter to Count de Rochambeau, that an important expedi-
tion to the Chesapeake might be undertaken by M. de Barras with his
fleet, as it was not wanted at Newport. If such a squadron, as he could
command, were in the Chesapeake, it would prevent a reunion of the
enemy’s forces, and, by shutting out supplies by water, those in Vir-
ginia would soon be reduced to great difficulties. Count de Barras ex-
pressed himself favorably inclined to the measure, but said he could not
be ready to sail under twenty days, and hinted at obstacles, which seem
never to have been removed.
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TO GOVERNOR CLINTON.

New Windsor, 21 June, 1781.
DEear Sig,

I have just received a letter from Brigadier-General
Clinton, enclosing the examination of two prisoners
who were taken lately by one of his scouts; from
whence it appears the enemy in Canada have not
made any movements in force, or preparations for an
incursion; and indeed this intelligence corresponds so
exactly with that which has been received through
other channels, that I cannot but regret having sent
the reinforcement to the northward, at a time when
the aid of every man was so essential to the success
of the operations in contemplation.

As it will be indispensably necessary, when we ad-
vance towards the enemy’s lines, to withdraw the regu-
lar force from the northward, I have thought proper to
advise General Clinton and your Excellency of it, that
provision might be made as far as practicable to re-
place these troops with the men engaged for the cam-
paign and the three years’ service. At the same time
that I express my unhappiness at being forced to the
measure, and assure your Excellency, that nothing but
necessity could induce me to recall the Continental
troops, I wish it may be understood, that, when the mo-
ment of operating arrives, there is not any considera-
tion which can persuade me to counteract the plan, that
has been concerted between the Count de Rochambeau
and myself. But lest the enemy should attempt to
take advantage of their absence, to make inroads on
the frontier, in order to distract our attention and cause
a diversion in favor of their most important post, I beg
leave to recommend in the strongest terms, that every
means in your power should be made use of to guard
against such an event.
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I will also take the liberty to suggest, whether an
additional security might not be afforded to those posts,
which are exposed to the ravages of the enemy, by
my sending a Continental officer to assist in rousing
and assembling the force of the country, and to put
himself at the head of such militia and volunteers, as
might be drawn together on an emergency from the
district of country called Vermont; and whether, in that
case, Brigadier-General Stark would not be a proper
character to employ on this service, especially as he
has already obtained a reputation from his successes
in that quarter, and is undoubtedly a man of bravery,
and has been accustomed to command irregular troops
in action. It appears to me, that a popular officer in
that situation would be extremely advantageous on
many accounts. Whether there may be reasons of
state against it, I know not. I have, therefore, sub-
mitted it to your consideration. I beg your opinion
freely on the subject, and have the honor to be with
great respect, &c.

TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL IRVINE.

New Windsor, 23 June, 1781
DEar Sir,

I can easily conceive the disappointment and mor-
tification you have suffered, upon finding the flattering
prospects of filling your line so unexpectedly blasted,
by the anxious sensations I have experienced on the
same subject. If what has been so often urged and
repeated will not excite the States to the most strenu-
ous exertions, in completing the Continental battalions,
I almost despair of success from any thing I can add to
my former representations, arguments, and entreaties.
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This however should not relax our unremitting endeav-
ours to serve our country to the extent of our abilities
in every possible way.

The desire you express for active service is very
commendable. I beg you will be persuaded, that I
have not the least inclination to restrain so laudable a
passion. You will therefore be at liberty to attempt
to rouse the spirit of the country, and put yourself at
the head of the cavalry, in the manner you propose.
I sincerely wish your efforts may be crowned with
success. If the State has not already appointed a
general officer to command the State troops, destined
for the southern service, I could wish these troops
might also be put under your orders. Possibly it
might be well to present an offer of your services, and
to intimate that you have my consent to accept this
command, if the State should think proper to confer
it upon you. I am, &ec.

TO COUNT DE ROCHAMBEAU.

New Windsor, 24 June, 1781.
Srr,

I do myself the honor to acknowledge the receipt
of your Excellency’s letter of the 20th instant, from
which I have the pleasure to observe the progress you
make in the march of the troops under your command,
and your intentions to come to my camp in person
from Hartford. Be assured, Sir, I shall be very happy
to see you whenever you arrive. You do not men-
tion the route by which you intend to come. You
will find me at Peekskill My intelligence from the
southward is too vague and uncertain to communicate
to your Excellency. By the time of your arrival, I
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hope to be able to give you some certain information
of our situation in that quarter. I am, &c.*

TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL STARK.

New Windsor, 25 June, 1781.
DEAR SIr,

Upon finding it necessary, for the operations of the
campaign, to recall the Continental troops from the
northward, I have ordered six hundred militia from the
counties of Berkshire and Hampshire to that quarter,
in addition to the militia and State troops of New
York ; and I have now to request that you will take the
general command of all the troops in that department,

* One half of Count de Rochambeau’s army embarked on the 10th of
June for Providence. The other half followed soon afterwards. They
proceeded from Providence by way of Windham to Hartford. The
French officers complained of the tardy movement of the ox-teams, which
did not bring forward the tents till late at night, long after the troops
had arrived at the end of their day’s march. But the soldiers bore every
inconvenience patiently and with perfect good humor. To encourage the
troops, many of the officers marched on foot, and submitted to the same
hardships and privations as the soldiers. The Abbé Robin tells us, that
the Viscount de Noailles performed the whole march from Providence to
the North River on foot. —/Nouveau Voyage dans PAmérique, &ec. p. 36.

Count de Rochambeau wrote from Providence ; —¢Of my recruits,
that have been landed to-day at Boston, there are four hundred in a good
condition to do duty, and two hundred and sixty attacked by the scurvy.
The four hundred will arrive here on Saturday. They will be incorpo-
rated on Sunday, and on Monday the 18th I shall set off with the regi-
ment of Bourbonnois. The horses, the artillery, and the wagons are ar-
riving from different places, and I hope that the movement of every
regiment will go on very regularly on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thurs-
day. I shall leave here two companies of artillery, with my siege ar-
tillery, that will be ready to be embarked.” —MS. Letter, June 15th.
The siege artillery was to go by sea when wanted, and was brought
up to Providence for greater security. Gordon says that fifteen hundred
recruits arrived at Boston. — History, Vol. IV. p. 123, This is not prob-
able, as all the French accounts represent this reinforcement to have
been between six and seven hundred men.
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as soon as may conveniently be done. I am induced to
appoint you to this command from your knowledge of,
and influence amongst, the inhabitants of that country.

You will be pleased, therefore, to repair to Saratoga,
and establish your head-quarters at that place, detain-
ing with you four hundred of the troops from Massa-
chusetts, and sending the other two hundred to Colonel
Willett, who will remain in command on the Mohawk
River, as his popularity in that country will enable him
to render essential service there.

In case of an incursion of the enemy, you will make
such dispositions as you shall judge most advantageous
for opposing them, and protecting the frontier, (not
withdrawing the troops from the Mohawk River.) I
rely upon it, that you will use your utmost exertions to
draw forth the force of the country from the Green
Mountains, and all the contiguous territory ; and I doubt
not your requisitions will be attended with success, as
your personal influence must be unlimited amongst
those people, at whose head you have formerly fought
and conquered with so much reputation and glory.

I request that you will be very particular in keeping
up proper discipline, and preventing the troops from
committing depredations upon the inhabitants. Believe
me to be, dear Sir, &c.*

® The following extract from General Stark’s reply is characteristic.

1 shall set out for Saratoga the beginning of next week, and on my
passage shall hold a treaty with the Green Mountain Boys ; but, not hav-
ing seen or been acquainted with those turbulent sons of freedom for
several years, I am at a loss to determine my reception. I hope it will
be such as shall tend to the general good. I shall endeavour to give
you a more particular account on my arrival at Saratoga. My health is
not fully restored, but perhaps competent to my new command.” — Der-
ryfield, July 15th. After arriving at Saratoga, he gave a favorable ac-
count of the Green Mountain Boys, and stated as a proof of their fidelity
and zeal, that a short time before, when there was an alarm from an in-
road of the enemy on Hudson’s River, more than five hundred of them
came out immediately on horseback to repel the invaders.
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TO COUNT DE ROCHAMBEAU.

Camp, near Peekskill, 27 June, 1781.
Sir,

I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s
favor of the 23d instant from Hartford. It would have
given me the greatest pleasure could I have made it
convenient to meet you at Newtown ; but independ-
ently of many arrangements, which are necessary at
the first taking of the field, I am detained by the hourly
expectation of the Chevalier de la Luzerne. I am
pleased to find, that your idea of the position, which
will be proper for the troops under your command, co-
incides exactly with my own ; and I shall be happy in
giving your quartermaster-general every assistance in
reconnoitring and marking out your camp.

Lieutenant-Colonel Cobb, one of my aids-de-camp,
will have the honor of delivering to you this letter, and
will return to me with any despatch or message, which
your Excellency may wish to communicate ; or, should
you rather incline to come forward from Newtown
before the army, Colonel Cobb will be proud to attend
you. I shall be much obliged if your Excellency will
present to the Count de Barras, by the next occasion,
my sincere thanks for the readiness with which he was
pleased to accept the proposition I had the honor to
make to him through your Excellency. I am, &c.*

* Extract from Count de Rochambeau’s Letter.— I arrived here yes-
terday with the first regiment, which has been followed this day by the
second, and will be so to-morrow by the third, and the day after by the
fourth. I shall stay here this day and to-morrow to give time for our
broken carriages to be mended, and our young artillery-horses and oxen
to refresh themselves. I shall set off the day after to-morrow with the first
regiment for Newtown, the army to march in four divisions as before ;
and I shall probably arrive there on the 28th, and stay the 29th and 30th,
to assemble the brigades and march in two divisions to the North River.
The corps of Lauzun will march as far advanced as my first division
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TO ROBERT MORRIS.

Head-Quarters, near Peekskill, 28 June, 1781.
DEAR SIr,

Your opinion of the absolute necessity of a repeal
of all tender laws, before a new species of paper,
though upon ever so good an establishment, will gain
credit with the public, is certainly founded upon rea-
son and justified by experitence. I am extremely
obliged to you for the assistance you have already
afforded us in the article of flour. Without that aid,
we should have been already distressed; and I must
confess to you, that I see no prospect of being sup-
plied, but through your means, as, by the last letters
from the President and Council of Pennsylvania, I could
expect little or nothing from that quarter. Whether
the Assembly, in their present session, have adopted
any more vigorous measures to obtain supplies, I have
not yet been informed.

General Schuyler a few days ago acquainted you,
that there were more considerable quantities of flour
upon the North River, than he had expected. The
ease and cheapness of transporting any in that situa-
tion will undoubtedly induce you to secure what may
be in that quarter, should you find yourself enabled to
extend your purchases. I have the honor to be, with
perfect respect and esteem, &c.

through Middletown, Wallingford, North Haven, Ripton, and North Strat-
ford, in which last place it will be on the 28th.”— MS. Letter, Hartford,
June 23d.

VOL. VIII. H
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TO THE MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE.

Head-Quarters, near Peekskill, 29 June, 1781.
My DEAR MaRrquis,

The last letter that I have had the pleasure of re-
ceiving from you is dated the 3d instant.* I have
since that heard a thousand vague reports of your sit-
uation, and that of the enemy, but none of them sat-
isfactory. I fear some of your letters have miscarried,
as, from your usual punctuality, I am certain you must
have written in that time. I hope your next will con-
firm the accounts, which I have this day received from
General St. Clair, that Lord Cornwallis had retreated
to the south side of James River.

The army moved out of their quarters a few days
ago, and have taken their first position on this ground.
Count de Rochambeau, with the van of the French
army, will be at Newtown, forty-two miles from hence,
this night. You are acquainted with our general plan.
Particulars I dare not enter into, before I am assured

*® That letter was written while Lafayette was retreating before Lord
Cornwallis, and just as he was about to cross the Rapidan to form a
junction with Wayne.—“I heartily wish, my dear General,” said he,
“that my conduct may be approved, particularly by you. My circum-
stances have been peculiar, and in this state I have sometimes experi-
enced strange disappointments. Two of these, the stores at Charlottes-
ville and the delay of the northern detachment, bave given me much
uneasiness and may be attended with bad consequences. There is great
slowness and great carelessness in this part of the world. But the in-
tentions are good, and the people want to be awakened. Your pres-
ence, my dear General, would do a great deal. Should these detach-
ments be increased to three or four thousand, and the French army
come this way, leaving one of our generals at Rhode Island, and two
or three about New York and in the Jerseys, you might be on the of-
fensive in this quarter, and there would be a southern army in Caro-
lina. Your presence would do immense good, but I should wish you
to have a large force. General Washington, before he personally ap-
pears, should be strong enough to hope success.” — Camp, between the
Rappakannoc and North Anna, June 3d.
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from yourself, that there is no danger of any letters
falling among those clouds of light troops, which you
tell me surrounded Lord Cornwallis’s army. I enclose
a paper, containing some very agreeable accounts from
India. I hope, from the circumstance of a part of
them being published by the East India House in
London, that they are well founded. Be assured, my
dear Marquis, that my anxiety to hear from you is
increased by my sincere regard for you, and by the
interest I take in every thing which concerns you.
Believe me to be, most affectionately, &c.

TO LIEUTENANT-COLONEL DAVID COBB.

Head-Quarters, Peekskill, 30 June, 1781.
DEARr SIr,

The enclosed letter to the Count de Rochambeau is
of very great importance, and requires the utmost se-
crecy in its communication. This idea you will con-
vey to the Count before its delivery, to effect which
you will first converse with the Chevalier Chastellux
on the mode of its communication. Its object is to
inform the Count, that I have in contemplation a very
sudden surprise of some post of the enemy, which will
be of very great importance in our operations, and
which we have flattering expectations of obtaining; to
cover and support which, if obtained, we shall want the
aid of the French army ; in which case, it will be neces-
sary for the Count to push on his troops with greater
haste, than he at present intends, and by a different
route from that now in his view. The Duke de Lau-
zun’s legion is to advance.

The movements, which I would wish to be made by
the French army, are particularized in my letter to the
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Count, which you will see. It will be for you to im-
press the geptlemen with the importance of their mo-
tions to support our operations, as it will be to little
pwrpose for us to obtain advantages, which we may not
be able to maintain.

As the Count, with his troops, is now in a very dis-
affected part of the country, and the Tories will be
desirous to give every information in their power, the
most profound secrecy will be necessary. Secrecy and
despatch must prove the soul of success to the enter-
prise. This idea you will impress with energy, using
your best discretion in the mode. I am, &c.*

TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL WATER‘BURY."’

Head-Quarters, near Peekskill, 30 June, 1781.
Sir,

You will immediately on the receipt of this be pleas-
ed to collect as many men of your command as you
possibly can, and march them from the place of ren-
dezvous, so as to form a junction, without fail, with
Colonel Sheldon at Clapp’s in King Street on the 2d
of July by sunset. You must not exceed that time
on any account. You will bring four days’ provision
ready cooked. You will receive further orders at
Clapp’s. Carry no baggage; the movement is to be
as light as possible. I must enjoin it, and I shall de-
pend upon your keeping your movement a profound
secret from every officer under your command. You

* The letter, of which Colonel Cobb was the bearer to Count de Ro-
chambeau, contained a detailed plan of an attack on the north part of
New York Island, the particulars of which are fully explained in the
letters here following. Another letter of a similar import was at the
same time sent to the Duke de Lauzun.

1 At this time an officer of the Connecticut militia.
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will be pleased to inform me, by return of Captain
Bulkley, of the number of men which you think you
shall probably collect. I am, Sir, &ec.

TO GOVERNOR CLINTON.

Head-Quarters, near Peekskill, 30 June, 1781.
DEAr SiIg,

In the fullest confidence I inform you, that I intend to
make an attempt by surprise upon the enemy’s posts
oh the north end of York Island, on Monday night.
Should we be happy enough to succeed, and be able
to hold our conquest, the advantages will be greater
than can be well imagined. But I cannot flatter my-
self, that the enemy will permit the latter, unless I am
suddenly and considerably reinforced. I shall march
down the remainder of this army, and I have hopes that
the French force will be near at hand by that" time.
But I shall, notwithstanding, direct the alarm-guns and
beacons to be fired in case of success; and I have to
request, that your Excellency will, upon such signals,
communicate the meaning of them to the militia, and
put yourself at the head of them, and march with the
utmost expedition towards Kingsbridge, bringing with
you three or four days’ provision at least. In that time
I think we shall have so arranged matters as to have
little need of the militia suddenly called out. I have,
upon a hope that we shall succeed, ordered Brigadier-
General Clinton to send down the regular troops im-
mediately. Should circumstances make it necessary,
I can countermand the order. I am, &ec.

VOL. VIIL 12 H*
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TO MAJOR-GENERAL LINCOLN.,

Instructions.
SIR, :

The object of your present command, — consisting
of two regiments, formed into four battalions, under the
command of Colonel Scammell and Lieutenant-Colonel
Sprout, of a detachment of artillery under the com-
mand of Captain Burbeck, of the corps of watermen
under the command of Major Darby, and the water-
guard under the command of Captain Pray, —is to
attempt the surprise of the enemy’s posts upon the
north end of York Island.

My ideas, as to the most probable mode of attain-
ing this object, have been minutely detailed in the sev-
eral conversations which we have had upon the subject,
and you have been furnished with such papers as I
have been able to collect, and upon which my judg-
ment has been formed. But it is not my wish, or de-
sire, that these should be any restraint upon you.
Your own observation and the circumstances of the
moment must in a great degree govern you.

The success of your enterprise depending absolutely
upon secrecy and surprise, it will be wrong to prose-
cute it a moment after you are discovered, unless the
discovery is made so near the works, that you may, by
a rapid movement, gain them before the enemy have
time to recollect and put themselves in a posture of
defence. Fort George, upon Laurel Hill, ought to be
your primary object, because success at that place will
open a communication with the main, afford an asylum
to the troops, who may be disappointed in other at-
tacks, and secure a retreat in case of necessity to the
main body of the army.

Should you carry Fort Knyphausen and Fort Tryon
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only, you cannot without infinite risk hold them, as we
shall not be in a situation to support you from without.
I would therefore recommend your damaging them as
much as you possibly can and relinquishing them. The
artillery-men will be proportionably divided for the three
attacks ; each party will be provided with two lanterns
and two rockets, one of which is to be fired in each
work as soon as it is carried.

If complete success should attend the enterprise, not
a moment should be lost in drawing the boats across
the Island from the North River into Haerlem Creek,
and securing them under the guns of Fort George, if
circumstances will admit of it. But in case of a dis-
appointment, and being obliged to retreat by water,
and not being able to pass the enemy’s ships and boats,
the dernier resort must be a push over to the Jersey
shore, and an abandonment of the boats, if they cannot
be drawn up the bank and carried off on carriages. It
will be very essential, that I should be made acquainted
as early as possible with your success, and the extent
of it. If complete, you will announce it by the firing
of thirteen cannon, at one minute’s interval, after all less
firing and confusion have ceased. If Fort George only
is carried, six cannon are to be fired in the same man-
ner. For Fort Knyphausen, Tryon, or both of them,
you need not give a signal, because you are, as before
directed, immediately to relinquish them.

The foregoing is upon a supposition, that the prin-
cipal object, the attempt upon the works on York
Island, is carried into execution ; but, should you, upon
reconnoitring the enemy to-morrow, find it unadvisable
to prosecute the plan, or should you be obliged to give
it over on account of an early discovery by the enemy’s
shipping or boats, I would then have you turn your at-
tention to the support of an attempt, which is also to
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be made on the morning -of the 3d by the Duke de
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in King Street, with Colonel Sheldon, who is to be at
that place on the 2d instant. Iam now to inform you,
that you will also be joined at the same time and place
by the French legion, under the command of the Duke
de Lauzun, who is a brigadier in the service of his
Most Christian Majesty, and an officer of distinction,
long service, and merit. The Duke is to command all
the troops, that will be assembled at the point men-
tioned. You will therefore be pleased on his arrival to
put yourself and troops under his orders and command,
he being furnished with my instructions for his move-
ment subsequent to meeting you at Clapp’s.

As the Duke will be a stranger to that part of the
country, which is to be the scene of your operations,
it will be in your power to give him much assistance
and information, which I have not a doubt but you will
do with the greatest cheerfulness and alacrity. The
service, to which you will be called, requires great pre-
caution, attention, and despatch., I am, Sir, &c.

TO COUNT DE ROCHAMBEAU.

S Head-Quarters, Peekskill, 2 July, 1781.
. SIR,

I have this morning received your Excellency’s favor
of last evening. I think it will be very well for your
Excellency to proceed to-morrow to North Castle,
where you will continue until you assemble your whole
force, unless you should hear from me within that time.
Being at ‘North Castle will put you in a direct route
to receive your provisions from Crompond, and it will
be in a direct way for your troops to advance to White
Plains, or any other point below, as circumstances shall
appear to demand.
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Colonel Hull, an active and very intelligent officer,
will have the honor to deliver this to your Excellency.
He is charged with my instructions to the Duke de
Lauzun; and, being perfectly acquainted with our in-
tended movements, and with the scene of operations,
he will give all the aid in his power to the Duke.
The same gentleman will be able to reply to any que-
ries your Excellency shall be pleased to put to him.
With perfect esteem and regard, I am, &ec.

TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL KNOX, AT NEW WINDSOR.

Head-Quarters, Peekskill, 2 July, 1781.
DEAR Sigr,

The arrangement you have made, for the periods
of transportation of the heavy stores from Philadelphia,
agrees perfectly with my ideas of the matter; as I think
we must be certainly able to determine ultimately up-
on our plan of operations by the time they are to be
in motion.

An enterprise, which I have long had in contempla-
tion, will be executed in the course of this night, if
General Lincoln, who commands the operating party,
finds the attack advisable upon reconnoitring the situ-
ation of the enemy, and he can do it by surprise.
The enterprise is against the posts upon the north
end of York Island. The remainder of the army
marched this morning towards Kingsbridge. Part of
the French troops were last night at Ridgebury, and
will be at Bedford this evening. They will, in the
course of to-morrow, be at hand to support us, should
there be occasion. At the same time that the posts
upon York Island are attempted, I have planned a sur-
prise upon Delancey’s corps at Morrisania, which is
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to be executed by the Duke de Lauzun in conjunc-
tion with Sheldon’s regiment and Waterbury’s State
troops.

Should we succeed in the attempt upon the posts,
every effort will be made to hold them, and your as-
sistance will be materially necessary. I shall take the
speediest method of communicating the event to Gen-
eral McDougall at West Point, who will bring out the
militia to our support. You may therefore take it for
granted, that we have succeeded, if you see or hear
the signals. You will in such case come immediately
down, leaving Colonel Stevens to put every thing in
readiness to follow. I am, &ec.

TO COUNT DE ROCHAMBEAU.

S Valentine’s Hill, eight o’clock, P. M., 3 July, 1781.
IR,

Count Fersen will do me the favor to deliver this
to your Excellency. The operations of this day are
over, and I am sorry to say, that I have not had the
happiness to succeed to my wishes, although I think
very essential benefit will result to our future opera-
tions from the opportunity I have had, in a very full
manner, to reconnoitre the position and works of the
enemy on the north end of York Island. The particu-
lar events of the day I shall do myself the honor to
communicate, when I have the pleasure to join your
Excellency.

The American army and the legion of the Duke de
Lauzun will march to-morrow to White Plains. If it
will be convenient to you, I shall be happy to receive
your Excellency with your troops at that place the day
after to-morrow. When I shall have an opportunity to
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converse with your Excellency, I conceive I shall be
able to give you such reasons for forming your junc-
.tion at White Plains in the first instance, as will sat-
isfy you of the utility and fitness of the position for
commencing the preparations for our concerted opera-
tions of the campaign.

I have the honor to be, &c.*

TO COUNT DE ROCHAMBEAU.

Camp, near White Plains, 4 July, 1781.
Sir,

A few minutes after my arrival upon this ground I re-
ceived your Excellency’s favor of this morning.t Were
I to give way to the anxiety I feel to see the unmion
between your army and mine, I should request you
to march to-morrow morning from North Castle; but
when I consider the fatigue, which your troops have
undergone from their long and rapid marches at this
very warm season, I am much inclined to wish you
to give them one more day’s rest in your present
quarters, and the more so, as there is now no real
occasion for making an uncommon degree of haste.
I shall however leave the matter entirely to your Ex-

* From the Orderly Book, July 3d.—%The Commander-in-chief takes
the earliest opportunity of expressing his thanks to the Duke de Lauzun,
his officers and men, for the very extraordinary zeal manifested by them
in the rapid performance of their march to join the American army.
And the General also takes occasion to thank the officers and men of
the American army, for the alacrity with which they have supported them-
selves under the fatiguing march of yesterday and last night. The
troops, who were engaged to-day, merit his particular thanks.”

t From Count de Rochambeau. —“1 arrived here with the first brigade
yesterday at nine o'clock in the morning. The second brigade, by a
forced march, joined me in the afternoon; and we are now all together
ready to execute your orders. I wait with the greatest impatience to
hear from you and the Duke de Lauzun.” — North Castle, July 4ik.
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cellency’s determination ; only wishing you to give me
notice of your approach, that I may have the happi-
ness of meeting and conducting you to your camp,
which will be about four miles on this side of the vil-
lage of White Plains. I have the honor to be, &c.

TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Head-Quarters, near Dobbe’s Ferry, 6 July, 1781.
SIr,

I do myself the honor to inform your Excellency,
that the army marched from their camp near Peekskill
on the morning of the 2d, without either tents or bag-
gage, and reached Valentine’s Hill, about four miles on
this side of Kingsbridge, a little after daylight the
morning following.

General Lincoln, with a detachment of eight hundred
men, fell down the North River in boats, landed near
Phillips’s House before daylight on the morning of the
3d, and took possession of the ground on this side of
Haerlem River, near where Fort Independence stood.
This movement was principally intended to support and
favor an enterprise, which I had projected against a
corps of refugees under the command of Colonel De-
lancey at Morrisania, and other light troops without the
bridge, and which was to have been executed by the
Duke de Lauzun with his own legion, Colonel Shel-
don’s regiment, and a detachment of State troops of
Connecticut under the command of Brigadier-General
Waterbury. The Duke, notwithstanding the heat of
the day of the 2d, marched from Ridgebury, in Con-
necticut, and reached East Chester very early next
morning ; but, upon his arrival there, finding by the
firing that General Lincoln had been attacked, and the

VOL. VIIL 13 I
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alarm given, he desisted from a further prosecution of
his plan (which could only have been executed to any
effect by surprise), and marched to the General’s sup-
port, who continued skirmishing with the enemy and
endeavouring to draw them so far into the country, that
the Duke might turn their right and cut them off from
their work on the east side of Haerlem River, and also
prevent their repassing that river in boats. General
Parsons had possessed the heights immediately com-
manding Kingsbridge, and could have prevented their
escape by that passage. Every endeavour of this kind
proved fruitless; for I found, upon going down myself
to reconnoitre their situation, that all their force, except
very small parties of observation, had retired to York
Island. This afforded General Duportail and myself
the most favorable opportunity of perfectly reconnoi-
tring the works upon the north end of the Island, and
making observations, which may be of very great ad-
vantage in future. Finding nothing further could be
done, I returned the day before yesterday to this
ground, where I expect to be joined this day by his
Excellency the Count de Rochambeau, who reached
North Castle on the 2d instant.

I cannot too warmly express the obligations I am un-
der to the Count, for the readiness with which he de-
tached the Duke de Lauzun, and for the rapidity with
which he pushed the march of his main body, that he
might have been within supporting distance, had any fa-
vorable stroke upon the enemy below given us an op-
portunity of pursuing any advantage, which might have
been gained. General Lincoln had five or six men
killed and about thirty wounded in his skirmish.

I have the honor to be, &c.*

* The following extract from General Washington’s Diary will more
fully explain the recent operations.
“ July 2d. — General Lincoln’s detachment embarked last night after
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TO THE MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE.

Head-Quarters, near Dobbs’s Ferry, 13 July, 1781.
MY pEAR MaRrquis,

I sincerely congratulate you on the favorable turn of
affairs announced in your last, and I hope you will be
enabled to maintain that superiority, which you seem

dark, at or near Teller's Point; and, as his operations were to be the
movements of two nights, he was desired to repair to Fort Lee this day,
and reconnoitre the enemy’s works, position, and strength, as well as he
possibly could, and take his ultimate determination from appearances;
that is, to attempt the surprise, if the prospect was favorable, or to re-
linquish it, if it was not; and in the latter case to land above the mouth
of Spiten Devil, and cover the Duke de Lauzun in his operation on De-
lancey’s corps. At three o’clock this morning I commenced my march
with the Continental army, in order to cover the detached troops and
improve any advantages, which might be gained by them. I made a
small halt at the New Bridge over Croton about nine miles from Peeks-
kill, another at the church by Tarrytown till dusk (nine miles more),
and completed the remaining part of the march in the night, arriving
at Valentine’s Hill (at Mile Square) about sunrise. Our baggage and
tents were left standing at the camp at Peekskill.

“3d. — The length of the Duke de Lauzun’s march, and the fatigue
of his corps, prevented his coming to the point of action at the hour ap-
pointed. In the mean time General Lincoln’s party, who were ordered to
prevent the retreat of Delancey’s corps by the way of Kingsbridge, and
prevent succours by that route, were attacked by the Yagers and others ;
but, on the march of the army from Valentine’s Hill, they retired to the
Island. Being disappointed in both objects, from the causes mentioned,
I did not care to fatigue the troops any more, but suffered them to remain
on their arms, while I spent a good part of the day in reconnoitring the
enemy’s works. In the afternoon we retired to Valentine’s Hill, and lay
upon our arms. The Duke de Lauzun and General Waterbury lay on
the east side of the Brunx River on the East Chester road.

“ 4k, — Marched and took a position a little to the left of Dobbs’s
Ferry, and marked a camp for the French army upon our left. The Duke
de Lauzun marched to White Plains, and Waterbury to Horseneck.

% 5¢h. — Visited the French army, which had arrived at North Castle.

% 6th, — The French army formed the junction with the American on
the grounds marked out. The legion of Lauzun took a position in ad-
vance of the Plains on Chatterton’s Hill, west of the River Brunx. This
day also the minister of France arrived in camp from Philadelphia.”

The American army was encamped in two lines, with the right resting
on Hudson’s River near Dobbs’s Ferry. The French army was stationed
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to be gaining over Lord Cornwallis.* We have had a
variety of reports of General Greene’s further successes
in South Carolina. By some we are told, that both
Augusta and Ninety-Six have fallen, but in a letter,
which I have just received from Monsieur Marbois, he
says that Augusta has been taken, and the siege of
Ninety-Six raised. Count de Rochambean formed a
junction with me at the camp, about twelve miles from
Kingsbridge, a few days ago. We are waiting for re-

on the hills at the left, in a single line reaching to the Brunx River.
There was a valley of considerable extent between the two armies.

From the Orderly Book, July 6th. — “ The Commander-in-chief with
pleasure embraces the earliest public opportunity of expressing his thanks
to his Excellency, the Count de Rochambeau, for the unremitting zeal
with which he has prosecuted his march, in order to form the long wished-
for junction between the French and American forces; an event, which
must afford the highest degree of pleasure to every friend of his coun-
try, and from which the happiest consequences are to be expected. The
General entreats his Excellency, the Count de Rochambeau, to convey to
the officers and soldiers under his immediate command the grateful sense
he entertains of the cheerfulness, with which they have performed so
long and laborious a march at this hot season. The regiment of Sain-
tonge is entitled to peculiar acknowledgments for the spirit, with which
they continued and supported their march without one day’s respite.”

* A retreat had been recently commenced by Lord Cornwallis, after
pursuing Lafayette to the interior of Virginia. In the letter referred to
above, Lafayette said; :

% The enemy have been so kind as to retire before us. Twice I gave
them a chance of fighting (taking care not to engage farther than I
pleased), but they continued their retrograde motion. Our number is, I
think, exaggerated to them, and our seeming boldness confirms the opin-
ion. I thought at first that Lord Cornwallis wanted to get me down as
low as possible, and use the cavalry to advantage. But it appears he
does not as yet come out, and our position will admit of partial affairs,
His Lordship had (exclusive of the riflemen from Portsmouth, said to be
six hundred,) four thousand men, eight hundred of whom were dragoons
or mounted infantry. Our force is about equal to his; but only fifteen
hundred are regulars, and fifty dragoons. Our little action marks the re-
treat of the enemy. From the place, at which they first began to retreat,
to Williamsburg is upwards of one hundred miles. His Lordship has
done us no harm of any consequence. He has lost a very large part of
his former conquests, and has not made any in this State., General
Greene demanded of me only to hold my ground in Virginia; but the
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inforcements to the Continental line, and for militia, and
are in the mean time establishing our communication at
Dobbs’s Ferry.

I shall shortly have occasion to communicate matters
of very great importance to you, so much so, that I
shall send a confidential officer on purpose. You will
in the mean time endeavour to draw together as re-
spectable a body of Continental troops as you possibly
can, and take every measure to augment your cavalry.
Should the enemy confine themselves to the lower

movements of Lord Cornwallis may answer better purposes than that in
the military line.” — MS. Letter, June 28th.

In the following letter to the governor of Virginia of the same date,
Lafayette gives an account of the recent action.

“ Colonel Simcoe was so lucky as to avoid a part of the stroke ; but,
although the whole of the light corps could not arrive in time, some of
them did. Major Macpherson, having taken up fifty light infantry be-
hind fifty dragoons, overtook Simcoe, and, regardless of numbers, made
an immediate charge. He was supported by the riflemen, who behaved
most gallantly and did great execution. The alarm-guns were fired at
Williamsburg (only six miles distant from the field). A detachment just
then going to Gloucester was recalled, and the whole British army came
out to save Simcoe. They retired next morning, when our army got
within striking distance.

« Our loss is two captains, two lieutenants, ten privates wounded ; two
lieutenants, one sergeant, six privates killed; one lieutenant, twelve
privates, whose fate is not known ; one sergeant taken. The enemy had
about sixty killed, among whom are several officers, and about one hun-
dred wounded. They acknowledge the action was smart, and Lord Corn-
wallis was heard to express himself vehemently upon the disproportion
between his and our killed, which must be attributed to the great skill
of our riflemen. This little success has given great satisfaction to the
troops, and increased their ardor. I have put all the riflemen under
Campbell. To-morrow I intend to reconnoitre a position below Byrd’s
Ordinary. Your return to Richmond, and this little affair, will particu-
larly mark his Lordship’s retreat, and the recovery of every part of the
State not under naval protection.” — MS. Letfer, June 28tA.

Count de Rochambeau, speaking of this skirmish in a letter to the
minister of war in France, said, “ The Marquis de Lafayette has con-
ducted himself extremely well during this campaign in Virginia; ad-
vancing upon the enemy and retreating, as occasion required, with pru-
dence and ekill.”

1*
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country, you will no doubt pay attention to the forma-
tion of magazines above. These will be in every case
essential, - whether the war continues in Virginia, or
whether it shall still be carried on in South Carolina.
Should General Greene come into Virginia in person,
you will be good enough to communicate the forego-
ing to him.

In the present situation of affairs, it is of the utmost
importance that a communication by a chain of expres-
ses should be opened between this army and that in
Virginia. They are already established from hence to
Philadelphia, and if there is none from you to Phila-
delphia, you will be pleased to take measures for hav-
ing it formed. You will also endeavour to establish
such a communication with the coast, as to be able to
know whether any troops are detached by sea from
Lord Cornwallis’s army ; for it is more than probable,
that, if he finds himself baffled in attempting to over-
run Virginia, he will take a strong post at Portsmouth,
or Williamsburg, and reinforce New York or South
Carolina. Should any detachment be made, you will
transmit to me the earliest intelligence. What you say
in confidence of the conduct of a certain officer shall
be kept a profound secret, and I will contrive means
of removing him from the quarter where he is so un-
popular.

The Rhode Island regiment is so thinly officered,
that Colonel Olney wishes one of the subalterns of the
light company may be suffered to return, when Cap-
tain Olney joins. You will act in this as circumstances
may permit. You have the compliments and good
wishes of all your friends in the French army. Those
of the American are not behindhand with them. With
the warmest affection and esteem, I am, &c.
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'TPERINTENDENT OF FINANCE.

ad-Quarters, near Dobbs’s Ferry, 13 July, 1781.

the 2d and 5th instant have afforded
tion, as the measures you are pursu-
the army perfectly accord with my
m certain, the only ones, which can
istress or the constant apprehensions
1zines of any consequence been form-
t States, in pursuance of the late re-
) ress, the disposal of the articles col-
lected at a distance from the army would have merited
your attention ; but so little has been done in that way,
that I imagine you will not think the matter worthy of
notice, when I inform you of the trifling quantities
which remain on hand. No magazines of flour have
been formed at any place. No salt meat was put up
in Pennsylvania, Jersey, or New York. There had
been, by estimate, seven or eight thousand barrels of
meat and fish put up in Connecticut, of which between
two and three thousand have come forward, and the re-
mainder is, I believe, in motion. Massachusetts put up

* By a resolve of Congress, Robert Morris, as superintendent of fi-
nance, was vested with powers to dispose of the specific supplies, which
had been required to be furnished by the several States, in such manner
a8 he, with the advice of the Commander-in-chief, should judge best suit-
ed to promote the public interest, and answer the purposes of the present
campaign. — Journals, June 4th. It was the opinion of Mr. Morris, that all |
these supplies should be sold, on the best terms that could be obtained,
and that the army should in future be supplied by contracts. The plan
of specific supplies had proved very inoperative, both from the tardiness
of the States in complying with the requisitions, and from the great ex-
pense attending transportation. In some instances, where the magazines
were distant, the articles could be bought and furnished near the army for
a less amount, than it would cost to transport them from the places of
deposit.
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very little salt meat, and most of it has been consumed
upon the communication by the recruits, or transported
to Albany. Rhode Island purchased one thousand bar-
rels, of which about six hundred remain at Providence,
and I would wish them to be still kept there for a par-
ticular purpose. I could never learn, with certainty,
how much was put up in New Hampshire ; but I have
directed all that was at Portsmouth to be transported
by water to Providence, as I wish to form a small mag-
azine of salt provision at that place, as I mentioned
before, for a particular purpose. No magazines of rum
have been formed. We have been in a manner desti-
tute of that necessary article, and what we are now
likely to draw from the several States will be from hand
to mouth. From the foregoing state of facts you will
perceive in how small a degree the requisitions of
Congress have been complied with, and may form a
judgment of the miserable manner in which the army
has been subsisted. «

Having lately, at the request of the Board of War,
furnished them with my opinion of the quantity of pro-
vision, which ought to be laid up at the several posts,
they will be able, at the interview which you propose
to have with them, to lay before you my ideas upon the
subject of a contract for supplying the army. I beg
you to be assured, that I never can think your corre-
spondence tedious or troublesome. Duty as well as
inclination will always prompt me to listen with pleas-
ure to your observations upon the state of our .public
affairs ; and I shall think myself happy, if I can in any
manner contribute to assist you in the arduous task
you have undertaken. I shall very anxiously wait for
the visit, which you promise to make me. I am, with
very sincere respect and esteem, &c.
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TO MAJOR-GENERAL LORD STIRLING.

Head-Quarters, near Dobbs’s Ferry, 14 July, 1781.
My Lorbp,

While I am with the detachment of the army below,
you will remain in command here. Your principal at-
tention will be paid to the good order of the camp, and
the security of the baggage and stores left in it. There
will be no need of advanced pickets, as you will be
fully covered in front. The camp guards should be
vigilant, and the officers commanding them should see
that the men are not permitted to straggle, or to plun-
der the baggage of the officers and soldiers.

The greatest harmony having hitherto subsisted be-
tween the French and American soldiers, your Lordship
will be particularly careful to see that it is not inter-
rupted by any act of imprudence on our part; and, as
Baron Viomenil, who will command the French line, is
older in commission than your Lordship, you will take
the parole and countersign from him daily. It is
scarcely probable that the enemy will make any at-
tempt upon the camp, while so respectable a force is
near their own lines. Should they do it, it must be by
water. The officer commanding the water-guard will
communicate any movement to Colonel Greaton at
Dobbs’s Ferry, who will give immediate intelligence
to you, which you will of course transmit to Baron .
Viomenil. The party at Dobbs’s Ferry being for the
purpose of erecting a work there, they are not to be
withdrawn for camp duties. I am, &c.
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TO RICHARD HENRY LEE.

Camp, near Dobbs’s Ferry, 15 July, 1781.
DEAR SiIr,

The moving state in which the army was at the time
your letter of the 12th ultimo came to hand, the junc-
tion of the allied troops at that period, and a variety
of matters which have occurred since the junction, and
consequent thereon, rather than a disinclination to con-
tinue a correspondence, the benefits of which were in
my favor, must plead as an excuse for my silence till
now. Unconscious of having given you just cause to
change the favorable sentiments you have expressed for
me, I could not suppose an alteration on your part;
and, as I never suffer reports, unsupported by proofs,
to have weight in my mind, I know no reason why our
correspondence should cease, or become less frequent
than heretofore, excepting on my part, that, as our af-
fairs get more or less involved in perplexity, my atten-
tion is proportionably engaged, and more or less leis-
ure is allowed for indulgences.*

* It will be recollected, that the name of Richard Henry Lee occurs
in the papers relating to Conway’s Cabal, and he was supposed by some
persons to take a part hostile to Washington in that affair. This opin-
ion seems never to have been sustained by any other evidence than sus-
picion. It had the effect, however, to break off the intimacy, which pre-
viously existed between the two friends. On the present occasion, Mr.
Lee made the first advance, and commenced his letter in the following
words.

“ Although our correspondence has been long interrupted, I hope that
aour friendship never will be, notwithstanding the arts of wicked men, who
have endeavoured to create discord and dissension among the friends
of America. For myself, having little but my good wishes to send you,
it was not worth while to take up your attention a moment with them.
The contents of this letter will, I am sure, require no apology, because
you always approve that zeal, which is employed in the public service,
and has for its object the public good.”

He then proceeds to describe the situation of things in Virginia, with
the enemy in the heart of the State and an inferior force to resist
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That we have had a very competent portion, and a
great variety of difficulties of late, a person, so well in-
formed of public matters as you are, needs not be told.
The distresses of Virginia I am but too well acquaint-
ed with; but the plan you have suggested as a relief for
it is, in my judgment, a greater proof of your unbound-
ed confidence in me, than it is, that your means pro-
posed would be found adequate to the end in view,
were it practicable to make the experiment, which at
present it is not, as there are insuperable obstacles to
my removing from the immediate command of the
auxiliary troops.

The reasons for this opinion I cannot commit to pa-
per, at all times liable to miscarriage, but peculiarly so
of late. I am fully persuaded, however, and upon good
military principles, that the measures I have adopted
will give more effectual and speedy relief to the State
of Virginia, than my marching thither with dictatorial
powers, at the head of every man I could draw from

a thing for angels to weep over,” said he, “if the goodly fabric of hu-
man freedom, which you have so well labored to rear, should in one
unlucky moment be levelled with the dust. There is nothing I think
more certain, than that your personal call would bring into immediate
exertion the force and the resources of this State and the neighbouring
ones, which, directed as they would be, will effectually disappoint and
baffle the deep laid schemes of the enemy.”

In this letter Mr. Lee enclosed a copy of one, which he had written
to some of the members of Congress, and in which he had expressed
himself as follows.

« Let General Washington be immediately sent to Virginia, with two
or three thousand good troops. Let Congress, as the head of the fed-
eral union, in this crisis direct, that, until a legislature can convene and
a governor be appointed, the General be possessed of dictatorial pow-
ers, and that it be strongly recommended to the Assembly, when con-
vened, to continue those powers for six, eight, or ten months, as the
case may be; and that the General may be desired instantly on his ar-
rival in Virginia to summon the members of both Houses to meet where
he shall appoint, to organize and resettle their government.” — MS. Let-
ters, Chantilly, June 12th.
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hence, without leaving the important posts on the North
River quite defenceless, and these States open to de-
vastation and ruin. When I say this, I would be un-
derstood to mean, if I am properly supported by the
States eastward of Jersey inclusive. My present plan
of operation, which I have been preparing with all the
zeal and activity in my power, will, I am morally cer-
tain, with proper support produce one of two things;
either the fall of New York, or a withdrawal of the
troops from Virginia, excepting a garrison at Ports-
mouth, at which place, I have no doubt of the enemy’s
intention of establishing a permanent post. A long
land march, in which we have never failed to dissipate
half of our men, the difficulty and expense of trans-
portation, and other reasons not less powerful, but
which I dare not commit to writing, decided me in
my present plan; and my hopes, I trust, will not be
disappointed.

In half an hour’s conversation I could, I think, con-
vince you of the utility of my plan; but, as I have
before observed, I do not- attempt it by letter, because
I have already had two important ones intercepted in
the mails, the sight of which, I am persuaded, occasion-
ed the retrograde movements of Lord Cornwallis, and
will be the means of bringing a part of his force to
New York, to the accomplishment of one part of my
expectation.

No endeavours of mine have been wanting to ob-
tain a naval superiority in these seas, nor to employ
that which we have to valuable purposes. How farl
have succeeded in the latter is but too obvious; how
far I may see my wishes accomplished in the former,
time must discover. With great esteem and regard,
I am, dear Sir, &c.
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TO BRIGADIER-GENERAL WATERBURY.

Head-Quarters, 21 July, 1781.
Sig,

The army will make a movement this evening. You
will march your corps on the same route, and in such
time and manner as to be at East Chester between
daybreak and sunrise. Your troops should be supplied,
if possible, with three days’ cooked provisions ; and the
movements of the army, as well as of your troops,
must be kept a secret until the moment you march.*

* With a view of ascertaining the exact position of the enemy on the
north end of New York Island, General Washington resolved to recon-
noitre their posts from the western shore of the Hudson. For this pur-
pose, on the 18th of July, he crossed the river at Dobbs’s Ferry, ac-
companied by Count de Rochambeau, General de Beville, and General
Duportail. They were attended by an escort of one hundred and fifty
men from the Jersey troops, then stationed on the west side of the riv-
er. The day was spent in reconnoitring from the high grounds between
Dobbe’s Ferry and Fort Lee. The subsequent manceuvres near Kings-
bridge are briefly sketched in the following extract from his Diary.

“ July 21st. — I ordered about five thousand men to be ready to march
at eight o’clock, for the purpose of reconnoitring the enemy’s posts at
Kingsbridge, and of cutting off, if possible, such of Delancey’s corps as
should be found without their lines. At the hour appointed the march
commenced, in four columns, on different roads. Major-General Parsons
with the Connecticut troops, and twenty-five of Sheldon’s horse, formed
the right column, with two field-pieces, on the North River road. The
other two divisions, under Major-Generals Lincoln and Howe, together
with the corps of sappers and miners, and four field-pieces, formed the
next column on the Saw-mill River road. The right column of the
French, on our left, consisted of the brigade of Bourbonnois, with the
battalion of grenadiers and chasseurs, two field-pieces, and two twelve-
pounders, Their left column was composed of the legion of Lauzun, one
battalion of grenadiers and chasseurs, the regiment of Soissonnois, two
field-pieces, and two howitzers. General Waterbury, with the militia and
State troops of Connecticut, was to march on the East Chester road, and
to be joined at that place by the cavalry of Sheldon, for the purpose of
scouring Frog’s Neck. Sheldon’s infantry was to join the legion of Lau-
zun and scour Morrisania, and to be covered by Scammell’s light infantry,
who were to advance through the fields, waylay the roads, stop all com-
munication, and prevent intelligence from getting to the enmemy. At
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In order to prevent the enemy from obtaining any
intelligence whatever from us, I have ordered small
parties to waylay all the roads from the North River
to East Chester. I must request that you will send an
active subaltern and twenty men with good guides early
this afternoon across the fields and woods from your
encampment to some good position for an ambuscade,
on the side of the road leading from New Rochelle to

Valentine’s Hill the left column of the American troops and right of the
French formed their junction, as did the left of the French also, by mis-
take, as it was intended it should cross the Brunx by Garrineau’s and re-
cross it at Williams’s Bridge. The whole army (Parsons’s division first)
arrived at Kingsbridge about daylight, and formed on the heights back
of Fort Independence, extending towards Delancey’s Mills ; while the
legion of Lauzun and Waterbury’s corps proceeded to scour Morrisania
and Frog’s Neck to little effect, as most of the Refugees had fled, and
hid themselves in such obscure places as not to be discovered; and by
stealth got over to the islands adjacent, and to the enemy’s shipping,
which lay in the East River. A few, however, were caught, and some
cattle and horses brought off.

« July 22d. — The enemy did not appear to have had the least intelli-
gence of our movement, or to know we were upon the heights opposite
to them, till the whole army was ready to display itself. After baving
fixed upon the ground, and formed our line, I began with General Ro-
chambeau and the engineers to reconnoitre the enemy’s position and
works ; and first from Tippet’s Hill opposite to their left. From thence it
was evident, that the small redoubt (Fort Charles) near Kingsbridge
would be absolutely at the command of a battery, which might be erect-
ed thereon. It also appeared equally evident, that the fort on Cox’s Hill
was in bad repair, and little dependence placed in it. There is neither
ditch nor friezing, and the northeast corner appears quite easy of access,
occasioned as it would seem by a8 rock. The approach from the inner
point is secured by a ledge of rocks, which would conceal a party from
observation, till it got within about one hundred yards of the fort,
around which, for that or a greater distance, the ground has little cov-
ering of bushes upon it. There is a house on this side under Tippet’s
Hill, but out of view, I conceive, of the crossing-place most favora-
ble to a partisan stroke. Fror this view, and every other I could get of
Forts Tryon, Knyphausen, and Laurel Hill, the works are formidable.
There are no barracks or huts on the east side of the hill, on which
Forts Tryon and Knyphausen stand, nor are there any on the hill oppo-
site, except those by Fort George. Near the Blue Bell there is a num- .
ber of houses, but they have more the appearance of stables than bar-
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East Chester, as near the latter as may be without
bazard of discovery. This party must remain perfectly
concealed, with orders to apprehend all persons going
towards Kingsbridge. It is essential that your party
should not be seen by the inhabitants, as this might
frustrate the very object of our operations. You will
be convinced, Sir, by your own experience and good
sense, that the profoundest secrecy is absolutely neces-
sary in all military matters, and in no instance more

racks. In the hollow, near the barrier gate, are about fourteen or fifteen
tents, which are the only encampment I could see without the line of pal-
isades. A continued hill from the creek, east of Haerlem River and a lit-
tle below Morris’s White House, has from every part of it the command of
the opposite shore, and all the plain adjoining is within range of shot from
batteries, which may be erected thereon. The general width of the riv-
er, along this range of hills, appears to be from one hundred to two hun-
dred yards. The opposite shore, though more or less marshy, does not
seem miry, and the banks are very easy of access. How far the battery,
under cover of the blockhouse on the hill northwest of Haerlem town, is
capable of scouring the plain, is difficult to determine from this side ; but
it would seem as if the distance were too great to be within the range
of its shot on that part of the plain nearest the creek before mentioned,
and which is also nearest the heights back of our old lines thrown up in
the year 1776. It unfortunately happens, that, in the rear of the con-
tinued hill before mentioned, there is a deep swamp, and the grounds west
of that swamp are not so high as the heights near Haerlem River. In
the rear of this again is the Brunx, which is not to be crossed without
boats below Delancey’s Mills. '

“July 23d. — Went upon Frog’s Neck to see what communication
could be had with Long Island, and the engineers attended with instru-
ments to measure the distance across. Having finished the reconnoitre
without damage, a few harmless shot anly being fired at us, we march-
ed back about six o’clock by the same routes we went down, but ina
reversed order of march, and arrived at camp about midnight.”

Supposing it probable, that Count de Grasse would shortly appear off
Sandy Hook with his fleet, General Washington wrote to him, on the
2lst of July, in Count de Rochambeau’s cipher, acquainting him with the
junction of the allied armies, their position and strength, and the force of
the enemy ; and also explained the plans then in view as to future ope-
rations. This letter was sent under cover to General Forman, at Mon-
mouth, with a request that he would keep look-outs on the heights, and, as
soon as the fleet should approach, go on board the fleet in person and
deliver the letter to Count de Grasse.
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indispensably so, than in movements towards the en-
emy’s lines. After you have given all the necessary
orders, I could wish you would come to head-quarters
and dine with me, as I may have many things to com-
municate personally to you. I am, &ec.

TO THOMAS MCKEAN, PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.*

Head-Quarters, 21 July, 1781.
Sig,

I have been honored by the receipt of your letter of
the 14th and 17th of this month, with the several reso-
lutions of Congress, and the extracts from intercepted
letters enclosed. I am obliged by your attention in the
communication of the extracts, although I had been
favored with them through another channel, previous
to the receipt of yours. The intelligence to be col-
lected from them, if properly improved, I think may
turn greatly to our advantage.t

I take this opportunity most sincerely to congratulate
you, Sir, on the honor conferred on you by Congress,
in being elected to preside in that most respectable
body. Happy, as I expect to be in your correspon-
dence, I dare say I shall have no reason to complain
of the mode of your conducting it, as from a know-
ledge of your character I flatter myself it will ever be
performed with great propriety. I take the liberty,
however, to request as a particular favor, that you will
be so good as to convey to me, as you have opportu-
nity, any interesting intelligence, which you may receive

* Chosen President of Congress on the 10th of July, as successor to
Mr. Huntington, who had resigned. Samuel Johnson, of North Caro-
lina, was first chosen, but he declined accepting the appointment.

t See these extracts from intercepted letters in the Arrxrpix, No. IIL
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either from Europe, or respecting our Continental af-
fairs. Your situation will put it particularly in your
power to oblige me in this respect, and be assured,
Sir, that a greater obligation cannot be conferred;
since, for want of communication in this way, I have
often been left in the dark in matters, which essen-
tially concern the public welfare, and which, if known,
might be very influential in the government of my
conduct in the military line.

I am very happy to be informed, by accounts from
all parts of the continent, of the agreeable prospect
of a very plentiful supply of almost all the produc-
tions of the earth. Blessed as we are with the boun-
ties of Providence, necessary for our support and de-
fence, the fault must surely be our own, and great
indeed will it be, if we do not by a proper use of
them obtain the noble prize for which we have so
long been contending, the establishment of liberty,
peace, and independence. I am, dear Sir, &c.

TO COUNT DE BARRAS.

S Head-Quarters, Dobbs’s Ferry, 21 July, 1781.
IR,

I have been honored with your Excellency’s favor
of the 15th instant. Ihave no doubt but the reasons
which induce you to decline the removal of the squad-
ron under your command to the Chesapeake at this
time are founded in propriety ; but I am certain, that,
could the measure have taken place, it would have
been attended with most valuable consequences, more
especially as, from reports and appearances, the en-
emy are about to bring part of their troops from Vir-
ginia to New York. Although the detachments from
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your fleet under the command of the Baron d’Axngely
did not succeed at Huntington, we are not the less
obliged to your Excellency for directing the attempt
to be made. If that post is maintained, I think an
opportunity of striking it to advantage may still- be
found, and I doubt not but you will readily embrace
it. I have the honor to be, &c.*

TO SAMUEL HUNTINGTON, IN CONGRESS.

S Head-Quarters, Dobbs’s Ferry, 25 July, 1781.
IR,

I have been honored with your favor of the 10th,
announcing your resignation of the chair of Congress
and the election of Mr. McKean to that important sta-

* The reason assigned by M. de Barras for remaining at Newport was,
that he thought it imprudent to risk any new enterprise, which might
contravene the general plan of operations, and retard his junction with
Count de Grasse. A few days afterwards (July 30), General Washington
wrote in his Diary, that Count de Barras had expressed himself in still
stronger terms against a removal from Newport. “This induced me,”
said he, “to desist from further representing the advantages, which would
result from preventing a junction of the enemy’s force at New York, and
blocking up those now in Virginia ; lest in the attempt any disaster should
happen, and the loss of or damage to his fleet should be ascribed to my
obstinacy in urging a measure, to which his own judgment was opposed,
and the execution of which might impede his junction with the West In-
dia fleet, and thwart the views of the Count de Grasse upon this coast.”

A large body of refugees was stationed at Lloyd’s Neck, near Hun-
tington Bay, where they had built a fort and provided other means of de-
fence. A project had been for some time in view to attack and drive
them from this post. Having no employment for his squadron at New-
port, Count de Barras detached for this service three frigates with two
hundred and fifty land troops, the whole under the command of the Baron
d’Angely. The detachment sailed on the 10th of July, and was joined
in the Sound by several boats with American volunteers and pilots from
Fairfield. A landing was effected in the morning of the 12th near the
fort at Lloyd’s Neck; but it was soon discovered, that the place was
much stronger than had been supposed, and not to be carried without
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tion. I flattered myself with the hope of an opportu-
nity of personally acknowledging the attentions, which
I received from you during your presidency ; but as I
find you could not with convenience make a visit to
the army on your way home, I am constrained to
take this method of returning my thanks and express-
ing my sincere wishes for the reéstablishment of your
health. I am exceedingly happy to hear, that our po-
litical affairs begin to assume a new and pleasing ap-
pearance, which, if continued, will I hope have an in-
fluence upon the military. That department is yet
laboring under every difficulty and distress, and there
seems to me little chance of its being relieved from
the debility to which it is reduced ; for, notwithstand-
ing my pressing requisitions, and the more pressing
occasion which there is for recruits at this moment, I
may almost say I have not received one man since
my last demand.

The station, which you have lately filled with so
much honor, has given you an opportunity of making
yourself intimately acquainted with our real situation ;
and a representation from you to your State will natu-
rally have more weight, than that of a stranger to pub-
lic affairs. Be assured, Sir, you cannot employ your
time better at home, than in constantly impressing all
ranks with the necessity of recruiting and supplying
the army. I have the honor to be, &ec.

cannon, which had not been provided. The party retreated and reém-
barked. Two or three men were wounded by a cannon-shot from the
fort. The enemy’s vessels went up a river beyond the reach of the
French frigates, so that no damage was done to them. The expedi-
tion was throughout a failure. — MS. Letter of Count de Barras, July 15th,
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TO MAJOR-GENERAL GREENE.

Head-Quarters, 30 July, 1781.
My DEAR SIR,

With peculiar satisfaction I do myself the honor to
acknowledge the receipt of your several favors, and to
assure you at the same time, that it is with the warm-
est pleasure I express my full approbation of the va-
rious movements and operations, which your military
conduct has lately exhibited; while I confess to you
that I am unable to conceive what more could have
been done under your circumstances, than has been
displayed by your little persevering and determined
army. Lord Rawdon’s reinforcement from England
was a most untoward circumstance ; but even this, I
hope, will soon be surmounted by your good fortune.

You will be informed from the Marquis, of every
circumstance that has taken place in Virginia. A de-
tachment from the army of this brave and fortunate
young nobleman will, I hope, soon arrive to your as-
sistance in Carolina.

By our movements in this quarter, and the main ar-
my taking a position near New York, and making every
preparation for a serious attempt upon that place, we
have already produced a happy effect, that of a with-
drawal of a considerable part of the troops under the
command of Lord Cornwallis as a reinforcement to
their garrison, which has been some time past closely
confined to York Island. This withdrawal will proba-
bly disappoint their views of conquest in Virginia, and
will exceedingly embarrass the prospects of the British
ministry in the proposed treaty to be opened at Vien-
na.* This is a very great object, even should any

* Conditional instructions had been sent from Sir Henry Clinton to
Lord Cornwallis, that the latter should despatch to New York a detach-
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thing prevent our obtaining further success in our op-
erations against New York.

The operating force of the enemy in the southern
States being confined in all probability to South Caro-
lina, will leave the other States in a condition to afford
you such succours as, with the aid of the Marquis’s
detachment, will, I trust, enable you to fulfil your hopes
and wishes in their utmost extent in your command.
Should this event take place, you may be assured, that,
added to the honor that will be thereby reflected on
your own person, it will afford me the highest satisfac-
tion. I sincerely wish we had the means of communi-
cating more frequently with each other. Be assured,
Sir, my concern for your honor and welfare interests
me most particularly in every event which attends you.

A reason, which cannot at this time be communi-
cated, induces me to request that you will be pleased
to give me the earliest and most minute information
of every event, that takes place with you, and a circum-
stantial detail of the present situation of the State of
South Carolina, its strength and operative force, with
its resources for the support of an army, and the ex-
tent of those resources, with the places where they
may be collected and secured; also the strength, posi-
tion, and circumstances attending the enemy’s force.
: I have the honor to be, &c.*

ment from his army, as soon as he should have established himself in
a fortified post near the Chesapeake. Their departure was delayed,
however, till the French fleet arrived in the Chesapeake, and in reality
no part of Lord Cornwallis’s army left Virginia for the purpose of re-
inforcing Sir Henry Clinton. — See the correspondence in Lord Corn-
wallis’s Answer to Sir Henry Clinton’s “ Narrative,” &c. pp. 79-188.

® From the Orderly Book, July 31st. —“ The light companies of the
first and second regiments of New York (upon their arrival in camp), with
the two companies of York levies under the command of Captains Sack-
ett and Williams, will form a battalion under the command of Lieutenant-
Colonel Hamilton and Major Fish. After the formation of the battalion,
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TO THE MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE.

Head-Quarters, 30 July, 1781.
My pEAR MARrquis,

I have had the pleasure of receiving your favors of
the 8th and 20th instant. The first relieved me from
much anxiety, as I had seen Mr. Rivington’s account
of the action at Green Spring, which you may suppose
was highly colored in their favor.* You ask my opin-
ion of the Virginia campaign. Be assured, my dear
Marquis, your conduct meets my warmest approbation,
as it must that of every body. Should it ever be said,
that my attachment to you betrayed me into partiality,
you have only to appeal to facts to refute any such
charge. But I trust there will be no occasion.t

Lieutenant-Colonel Hamilton will join the advanced corps under the or-
ders of Colonel Scammell.”

* See an account of this engagement in Marsuaryr’s Life of Wash-
ington, Vol. IV, p. 442. For a short time the action was very warm. In
describing it General Wayne wrote ; « Our field-officers were generally
dismounted by having their horses either killed or wounded under them.
Colonel Mercer, and another young Virginia gentleman, were not more
fortunate. I will not condole with the Marquis for the loss of two of his,
as he was frequently requested to keep at a greater distance. His na-
tive bravery rendered him deaf to the admonition.” — July 8th. By Lord
Cornwallis’s official return, his loss was eleven killed, sixty-six wounded,
and one missing. The American loss was five captains, one captain-
lieutenant, four lieutenants, eleven sergeants, and one hundred and
eighteen rank and file, killed, wounded, and missing.

t Lafayette to General Washington.—“I am anxious to know your
opinion concerning the Virginia campaign. That the subjugation of this
State was the great object with the ministry is an indisputable fact. I
think your diversion has been of more use to the State, than my manceu-
vres ; but the latter have been much directed by political views. So long
as Lord Cornwallis wished for an action, not one gun was fired ; from the
moment he declined it, we have been skirmishing ; but I took care not to
commit the army. His naval superiority, his superiority of horse and of
regulars, his thousand advantages over us were such, that I am lucky
enough to have come off safe. I had an eye upon European negotia-
tions, and made it a point to give his Lordship the disgrace of a retreat.
So soon as he had crossed James River he improved the opportunity to

e s
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I very much approve of your intention of reinforcing
General Greene, as soon as circumstances will admit,
and as strongly as possible. If he can only maintain
the advantages he has already gained in the Carolinas

and Georgia, the British ministry will make a very dif-.

ferent figure in the political scene from that, which it
is plain they expected, by Lord George Germain’s let-
ters of March last.

Private Letter, July 30th.—1 take your private
letter of the 20th in the light which you wish it, that
of an unreserved communication from one friend to
another ; and I should be wanting in candor, were I
not to expose my sentiments to you in as free a man-
ner. I am convinced, that your desire to be with
this army arises principally from a wish to be actively
useful. You will not, therefore, regret your stay in
Virginia until matters are reduced to a greater degree
of certainty, than they are at present, especially when
I tell you, that, from the change of circumstances
with which the removal of part of the enemy’s force

send Tarleton into Amelia, but was disappointed in the stores, which he
expected to find, and which had been previously removed. I thought at
first the cavalry would join Rawdon, and detached Wayne and Morgan
either to manceuvre Tarleton down, or to determine his course. Upon
this he retired with precipitation towards Portsmouth, where the British
army is for the present.

“From every account it appears, that a part of the enemy will em-
bark. The light infantry, the guards, the thirtieth regiment, the Queen’s
rangers are, it is said, destined to New York. Of this I have sent ac-
counts by water to Rhode Island, but question if the boats will arrive.
My opinion was, that the cavalry would push towards Carolina ; but their
late movements seem to indicate a different intention. Lord Cornwallis,
I am told, is much disappointed in his hopes of command. I cannot
find out what he does with himself. Should he go to England, we are,
I think, to rejoice at it. He is a bold and active man, two dangerous
qualities in this southern war.” — MS. Letter, Malvern Hill, July 20th.

What is here said, respecting Lord Cornwallis’s disappointment as to
his command, is in allusion to his succeeding Sir Henry Clinton, who
it had been supposed would resign. He had for some time solicited
his recall.
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from Virginia to New York wil be attended, it is
more than probable, that we shall also entirely change
our plan of operations. I think we have already ef-
fected one part of the plan of the campaign settled at
Weathersfield ; that is, giving a substantial relief to the
southern States, by obliging the enemy to recall a con-
siderable part of their force from thence. Our views
must now be turned towards endeavouring to expel
them totally from those States, if we find ourselves
incompetent to the siege of New York. The difficulty
of doing this does not so much depend upon obtain-
ing a force capable of effecting it, as upon the mode
of collecting that force to the proper point, and trans-
porting the provisions and stores necessary for such
an operation. You are fully acquainted with the al-
most impracticability of doing this by land ; to say no-
thing of the amazing loss of men always occasioned
by long marches, and those towards a quarter in which
the service is disagreeable. I should not, howerver,
hesitate to encounter these difficulties, great as they
are, had we not prospects of transporting ourselves in
a manner safe, easy, and expeditious. Your penetra-
tion will point out my meaning, which I cannot ven-
ture to express in direct terms.*
I approve of your resolution to reinforce General
Greene, in proportion to the detachment which the
enemy may make to New York. Let your next at-
tention be paid to training and forming the militia, with
which you may be furnished, and disposing of them in
such a manner, that they may be drawn at the short-
est notice to whatever point the enemy may make
their capital post, which I conclude will be at Ports-
mouth. The establishment of magazines at safe depos-

* Alluding to the expected amival of Count de Grasse with a French
fleet.
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its will be in all cases necessary ; but, above all things,
I recommend an augmentation of your cavalry to
as great an extent as possible. It may happen, that
the enemy may be driven to the necessity of forcing
their way through North Carolina to avoid a greater
misfortune. A superiority of horse on our side would
be fatal to them in such a case.

The advantages resulting from a move of the French
fleet from Newport to the Chesapeake were early and
strongly pointed out to Count de Barras, and I thought
he had once agreed to put it in execution; but, by
his late letters, he seemed to think that such a ma-
nceuvre might interfere with greater plans, and there-
fore he declined it. It would now be too late to an-
swer the principal object, as, by accounts from a de-
serter, the troops arrived from Virginia last Friday.

Should your return to this army be finally deter-
mined upon, I cannot flatter you with a command
equal to your expectations or my wishes. You know
the over proportion of general officers to our numbers,
and can therefore conceive where the difficulty will be.
General McDougall is not yet provided for, and the
Jersey and York troops are reserved for him. They
are promised to him, though they have not yet joined.

In my lettér to General Greene, which I beg the
favor of you to forward, I have hinted nothing of
what I have said to you, for fear of miscarriage. You
will probably find a safe opportunity from your army
to him, and you will oblige me by communicating the
part of this letter, which relates to my expectation of
being able to transport part of the army to the south-
ward, should the operation against New York be de-
clined.

I wish, as I mentioned in my last, to send a con-
fidential person to you to explain at large what I
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have so distantly hinted; but I am really at a loss, on
account of not knowing the officers better, to find one
upon whose discretion I can depend. My own family,
you know, are constantly and fully employed. I hope,
however, that I have spoken plain enough to be un-
derstood by you. With every sentiment of affection
and regard, I am, &c.

TO THE SUPERINTENDENT OF FINANCE.

Head-Quarters, Dobbs’s Ferry, 2 August, 1781.
DEARr SIr,

The expectation of the pleasure of seeing you has
prevented me hitherto from making a communication
of a most important and interesting nature. But cir-
cumstances will not admit of further delay, and I must
trust it to paper. It seems reduced almost to ‘a cer-
tainty, that the enemy will reinforce New York with
part of their troops from Virginia. In that case, the at-
tempt against the former must be laid aside, as it will
not be in our power to draw together a force sufficient
to justify the undertaking. The detachment, which the
enemy will probably leave in Virginia, seems the next
object which ought to engage our attention, and which
will be a very practicable one, should we obtain a naval
superiority, of which I am not without hopes, and be
able to carry a body of men suddenly round by water.
The principal difficulty, which occurs, is obtaining trans-
ports at the moment they may be wanted; for, if they
are taken up beforehand, the use for which they are
designed cannot be concealed, and the enemy will
make arrangements to defeat the plan.

What I would wish you to inform yourself of, there-
fore, without making a direct inquiry, is what number
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of tons of shipping could be obtained in Philadelphia
at any time between this and the 20th of this month,
and whether there could also be obtained at the same
time a few deep-waisted sloops and schooners proper
to carry horses. The number of double-decked ves-
sels, which may be wanted, of two hundred tons and
upwards, will not exceed thirty. I shall be glad of
your answer as soon as possible, because, if it is fa-
vorable, I can direct certain preparations to be made in
Philadelphia and at other convenient places, without
incurring any suspicions. There certainly can be no
danger of not obtaining flour in Philadelphia ; and as
you seem to have doubts of procuring salt meat there,
I shall direct all that is at the eastward to be collected
at places from whence it may be shipped upon the
shortest notice. You will also oblige me by giving me
your opinion of the number of vessels, which might
be obtained at Baltimore, or other places in the Ches-
apeake, in the time before mentioned or thereabouts.
I have the honor to be, &c.

TO MESHECH WEARE, PRESIDENT OF
NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Head-Quarters, Dobba’s Ferry, 2 August, 1781.
Sir,

I regret being obliged to inform your Excellency,
that I find myself at this late period very little stronger
than I was when the army first moved out of their
quarters. I leave your Excellency to judge of the
delicate and embarrassed situation in which I stand at
this moment. Unable to advance with prudence be-
yond my present position, while perhaps in the general
opinion my force is equal to the commencement of
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operations against New York, my conduct must appear,
if not blamable, highly mysterious at least. Our allies,
with whom a junction has been formed upwards of
three weeks, and who were made to expect, from the
engagements which I entered into with them at Weath-
ersfield in May last, a very considerable augmentation
of our force by this time, instead of seeing a prospect
of advancing, must conjecture, upon good grounds, that
the campaign will waste fruitlessly away. I shall just
remark, that it will be no small degree of triumph to
our enemies, and will have a very pernicious influence
upon our friends in Europe, should they find such a
failure of resource, or such a want of energy to draw
it out, that our boasted and expensive preparations
end only in idle parade.

I cannot yet but persuade myself, and I do not
cease to encourage our allies with the hope, that our
force will still be sufficient to carry our intended op-
eration into effect; or, if we cannot fully accomplish
that, to oblige the enemy to withdraw part of their force
from the southward to support New York, which, as I
informed you in my letter from Weathersfield, was part
of our plan. Your Excellency must be sensible, that
the fulfilment of my engagements must depend upon
the degree of vigor, with which the executives of the
several States exercise the powers with which they
have been vested, and enforce the laws lately passed
for filing up and supplying the army. In full confi-
dence that the means, which have been voted, will be
obtained, I shall continue my preparations ; but I must
take the liberty of informing you, that it is essentially
necessary I should be made acquainted, immediately
upon the receipt of this, with the number of Continen-
tal levies and militia, that have been forwarded, and
what are the prospects of obtaining the remainder. I
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will further add, that it will be equally necessary to see
that the monthly quota of provision, stipulated at the
meeting of the commissioners at Providence, is regu-
larly complied with. 1 have the honor to be, &c.*

TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Head-Quarters, Dobbs’s Ferry, 8 August, 1781.
S1r,

I do myself the honor to inform Congress, through
your Excellency, that, at a late meeting between the
American and British commissaries of prisoners, it has
been proposed by the latter to go into a full exchange
of Lieutenant-General Burgoyne and all the remaining
officers of convention (by composition where rank will
not apply) for the remainder of our officers in this
quarter, and after them for those taken at the south-
ward. One of the terms insisted upon is, that the pris-
oners surrendered by the capitulation of the Cedars, to
the amount of four hundred and forty-three, shall be al-
lowed. :

I have not thought myself at liberty to accede to
these proposals without the concurrence of Congress,
for the following reasons; that I imagine our minister
at the court of Versailles has been already directed to
propose the exchange of Lieutenant-General Burgoyne
for the Honorable Mr. Laurens; that I do not know
whether it would be agreeable to Congress to release
the whole of the convention officers, before they have
obtained a settlement for the subsistence of those
troops ; and lastly because the refusal of the ratifica-
tion of the convention of the Cedars has never been
repealed.

* Sent as a circular to each of the eastern States.
x.
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I would beg leave to remark on the two last, that
the exchange of our full colonels can never be obtained
but by composition, and that it is better to effect this
by a composition for inferior officers than for men, be-
cause the enemy gain no reinforcement by such a mode.
To relieve the full colonels in this quarter only, who, all
but one, have been prisoners since 1777, would take
seven hundred privates. Should the security for the
convention debt still be urged, I would answer, that we
may perhaps deceive ourselves in supposing that the
balance upon a general settlement, for the subsistence
of all prisoners since the commencement of the war,
will be much in our favor. I am inclined to think we
shall find it the contrary, and owing to this, namely,
that the British have constantly kept their accounts with
accuracy and have vouchers ready to support them.
We, on the other hand, shall be found very deficient
on that score; indeed, I fear almost totally so, except
in the instance of the convention troops and prisoners
of war latterly.

Congress will judge of the expediency of repealing
their act respecting the convention of the Cedars upon
the present occasion. ~Mr. Skinner, the commissary-
general of prisoners, will have the honor of delivering
this to your Excellency. I shall be obliged by an an-
swer to the several points contained in it, at his re-
turn, that I may instruct him accordingly.

I have the honor to be, &ec.*

® There had been some difficulty in regard to the exchange of pri-
vate individuals, who were taken when not acting in any military or
public capacity. The following extract from a letter to Mr. Skinner
will show upon what principles General Washington regarded this de-
scription of prisoners.

“You are to insist upon the release of inhabitants taken out of arms,
without any compensation. You may inform Mr. Loring, that I would
not wish to be obliged to seize private persons to obtain the relief of
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TO THE MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE.

Head-Quarters, Dobbs’s Ferry, 15 August, 1781.
My pEAR MARqQuIs,

I have received your letters of the 26th and 30th
ultimo and 1st instant. I cannot learn that any troops
have yet arrived at New York from Virginia. A fleet
of twenty sail came in last Saturday with troops, but
they are said to be Hessian recruits from Europe. The
Concorde frigate has arrived at Newport from Count de
Grasse. 'He was to leave St. Domingo the 3d of this
month, with a fleet of between twenty-five and twenty-
nine sail of the line, and a considerable body of land
forces. His destination is immediately for the Chesa-
peake ; so that he will either be there by the time this
reaches you, or you may look for him every moment.
Under these circumstances, whether the enemy remain
in full force, or whether they have only a detachment
left, you will immediately take such a position as will
best enable you to prevent their sudden retreat through
North Carolina, which I presume they will attempt
the instant they perceive so formidable an armament.
Should General Wayne, with the troops destined for

those who are now in New York. I have it at this time in my power to
secure every loyalist in the western part of Connecticut, in the county
of Westchester, and in great part of Bergen; but I have not encouraged
a practice, which I have reprobated in the enemy, and which nothing shall
induce me to put in execution, but seeing no other mode of procuring
the release of our citizens.” — JAugust 8th. -

On receiving General Washington’s letter, Congress resolved, that he
should be authorized to go into a full exchange of General Burgoyne
and ell the remaining officers of the convention of Saratoga ; and, also,
that the prisoners taken at the Cedars should be considered as subjects
of exchange, on condition that allowance should be made for several
Canadian officers taken by the Americans at St. John’s and Chamblee,
and sent into the British lines on parole in 1776, concerning whose ex-
change there had been a dispute. — Journals, August 21st.
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South Carolina, still remain in the neighbourhood of
James River, and should the enemy have made no de-
tachment to the southward, you will detain those troops
until you hear from me again, and inform General
Greene of the cause of their delay. If Wayne should
bhave marched, and should have gained any consider-
able distance, I would not have him halted.

You shall hear further from me as soon as I have
concerted plans and formed dispositions for sending a
reinforcement from hence. In the mean time, I have
only to recommend a continuation of that prudence
and good conduct, which you have manifested through
the whole of your campaign. You will be particularly
careful to conceal the expected arrival of the Count;
because, if the enemy are not apprized of it, they will
stay on board their transports in the Bay, which will
be the luckiest circumstance in the world. You wil
take measures for opening a communication with Count
de Grasse the moment he arrives, and will concert
measures with him for making the best use of your
joint forces until you receive aid from this quarter. I
would not wish you to call out a large body of mili-
tia upon this occasion, but rather keep those you have
compact and ready for service. I am, &c.*

* Lafayette to General Washington. —“ A correspondent of mine, a ser-
vant to Lord Cornwallis, writes on the 26th of July at Portsmouth, and
says his master, Tarleton, and Simcoe are still in town, but expect to
move. The greater part of the army is embarked. There are in Hamp-
ton Road one fifty-gun ship, two thirty-six-gun frigates, and eighteen
sloops loaded with horses. There remain but nine vessels in Portsmouth,
which appear to be getting ready. My Lord’s baggage is yet in town.
His Lordship is so shy of his papers, that my honest friend says he can-
not get at them. There is a large quantity of negroes, very valuable in-
deed, but no vessels it seems to take them off. What garrison they have,
I do not know. I shall take care, at least, to keep them within bounds.
General Muhlenberg, with a corps of light infantry and horse, is moving
towards Portsmouth ; but, although I do not think they are going up the
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TO PHILIP SCHUYLER.

Head-Quarters, Dobbs’s Ferry, 16 August, 1781.
DEar SIg, :

I have only time to acknowledge the receipt of your
favor of the 8th instant and to congratulate you on
your fortunate escape ; which is attended with the more
flattering circumstances, from its being effected entirely
by your own presence of mind.* As the remaining
part of Colonel Cortlandt’s regiment is now ordered to
join the main army, I have given directions to Gen-
eral Clinton to leave with you a small guard of men,
who are the least capable of active service. The com-
missary will have orders to replace the rum, which you
have borrowed for the public service, as soon as our
circumstances will conveniently admit. At present

river or the bay, the less 80 as they have made a parade of taking pilots
on board, I had rather act on the cautious side, and by keeping a support-
ing position leave no chance to his Lordship to out-maneuvre us. Should
a French fleet now come into Hampton Road, the British army would, I
think, be ours.

“I am going to send a flag to Lord Cornwallis. I owe him the jus-
tice to say, that his conduct to me has been peculiarly polite ; and ma-
ny differences between commissaries have been very graciously adjust-
ed by him to my satisfaction.” — Malvern Hill, July 31st.

Comwallis took possession of York and Gloucester on the 1st and 2d
of August, and, having removed with as much expedition as possible
all his army from Portsmouth, commenced fortifying those posts.

* There had been intimations communicated to General Schuyler at
different times, that the enemy were laying plans to seize his person.
He gave little heed to these rumors at first, but they were pressed upon
him so confidently, that he thought prudence required some precaution.
In this he went no farther, however, than to avoid exposing himself un-
necessarily, and to be prepared for any sudden assault upon his house.

%The enemy, finding it impossible,” said he in his letter, % to surprise
me out of my house, attempted last night about nine o’clock to take me
init. They forced the gate of a close court-yard, and entered through
the kitchen. Four white men, whom I had in the house, having flown to
their arms, very gallantly disputed the passage into my hall, where I was
at supper, and gave me time to gain my bed-chamber, where my arms
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there is not enough to satisfy the most pressing ne-
cessities of the service. With great respect and es-
teem, I have the honor to be, &c.

TO COUNT DE GRASSE.

Camp, at Phillipsburg, 17 August, 1781.
SIr,

In consequence of the despatches received from your
Excellency by the frigate Concorde, it has been judged
expedient to give up for the present the enterprise
against New York, and turn our attention towards the
south, with a view, if we should not be able to attempt
Charleston itself, to recover and secure the States of
Virginia, North Carolina, and the country of South
Carolina and Georgia. We may add a further induce-
ment for giving up the first-mentioned enterprise, which
is the arrival of a reinforcement of near three thousand
Hessian recruits. For this purpose we have deter-
mined to remove the whole of the French army, and
as large a detachment of the American as can be
spared, to the Chesapeake, to meet your Excellency
there. ~

The following appear to us the principle cases, which

were deposited. The enemy’s numbers prevailed. They secured two
of my men, wounded a third, and obliged the other to fly out of the house
for safety. Some then entered, whilst others surrounded the house.
Those in the quarter exposed to my fire retired, on the first discharges.
Those, that had got into the saloon leading to my bed-room, retreated
with great precipitation, on hearing me call, ¢ Come on, my lads ; surround
the house, and secure the villains, who are plundering.’ I believe this
little incident saved me ; for, although the townsmen ran with all possible
celerity to my assistance as soon as they heard the firing, yet they came
too late to overtake the enemy, who carried off the two men and part of
my plate. Myers, who was wounded, headed the party, which consisted
of about twenty., General Clinton has ordered me a sergeant’s guard.”
— MS. Letter, Albany, August 8th.
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will present themselves, and upon which we shall be
obliged ultimately to form our plans. We have there-
fore stated them with a few short observations upon
each. Your Excellency will be pleased to revolve
them in your mind, and prepare your opinion by the
time we shall have the pleasure of meeting you in
Virginia.

First, What shall be done, if the enemy should be
found with the greater part of their force in Virginia,
upon the arrival of the French fleet? Secondly, What
shall be done, if a detachment only shall be found
there? Thirdly, What shall be done, if the British
force be totally withdrawn from thence?

As to the first, it appears to us, that we ought, with-
out loss of time, to attack the enemy with our united
force.

As to the second, it appears proper to destine such
part of our force as will be amply sufficient to reduce
the enemy’s detachment, and then determine what use
shall be made of the remainder. And here two things
present themselves for our consideration. The enemy
will either have sent the greater part of their force from
Virginia to New York or to Charleston. If to New
York, (which is the least probable under present cir-
cumstances,) Charleston will have but a moderate gar-
rison, and it may be possible to attack it to advantage.
If to Charleston, then the enemy will be so superior to
General Greene, that they will be able to regain the
whole of the State of South Carolina, and of conse-
quence Georgia. We therefore think, that, in this latter
case, such a force at least should be detached to South
Carolina, as will enable us to keep the field and con-
fine the enemy in or near Charleston.

In the third case we mean, that, supposing the enemy
should have totally evacuated Virginia, it appears to us
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necessary to make a solid establishment at Portsmouth,
or any other place if more proper, in order to render
a fleet in the Chesapeake Bay entirely secure, and to
employ the remainder of our land force and such ves-
sels as may be proper for the service, as has been ex-
plained in the preceding article ; that is, either in the
siege of Charleston, if the garrison shall be found suf-
ficient to warrant the attempt, or to cover and secure
the country, should it be found otherwise.

Returning to the enterprise against New York will
depend on a number of circumstances, the discussion
of which we will leave until we have the happiness of
a conference with your Excellency. We have only to
observe, that the execution of all or any of the plans,
which we have proposed, goes upon the supposition of a
decided naval superiority; except that of marching a
reinforcement into South Carolina.

We would beg leave to take up so much of your
time, as to point out to you the vast importance of
Charleston, and what advantages the enemy derive from
the possession of it. It is the centre of their power in
the south. By holding it they preserve a dangerous in-
fluence throughout the whole State, as it is the only
port, and the only place from whence the people can
procure those articles of foreign produce, which are es-
sential to their support; and it in a great measure
serves to cover and keep in subjection the State of
Georgia. From thence the enemy can also establish
small posts in North Carolina ; and, if they maintain a
post in the Chesapeake, they keep up the appearance
of possessing four hundred miles upon the coast, and
of consequence have a pretext for setting up claims,
which may be very detrimental to the interests of
America in European councils.

We are not sufficiently acquainted with the position
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of Charleston (neither is it necessary at this time) to
enter into a detail of the proper mode of attacking it,
or of the probability which we should have of succeed-
ing. For these we will refer you to Brigadier-General
Duportail, commander of the corps of engineers in the
service of the United States, who will have the honor
of presenting this. That gentleman, having been in
Charleston as principal engineer during the greater part
of the siege, and in the environs of it as a prisoner of
war a considerable time afterwards, had opportunities
of making very full observations, which he judiciously
improved.

A variety of cases, different from those we have
stated, may occur. It is for this reason we have
thought proper to send General Duportail to your Ex-
cellency. He is fully acquainted with every circum-
stance of our affairs in this quarter, and we recom-
mend him to you as an officer, in whose abilities and
in whose integrity you may place the fullest confi-
dence. We would observe, that it will be very es-
sential to the despatch of the business in contempla-
tion, for you to send up the Elk River, at the head of
the Chesapeake Bay, all your frigates, transports, and
vessels proper for the conveyance of the French and
American troops down the bay. We shall endeavour
to have as many as can be found in Baltimore and
other ports secured, but we have reason to believe
they will be very few. We have the honor to be,
with the greatest respect, attachment, esteem, &c.*

* This letter was signed jointly by General Washington and Count de
Rochambeau. It will have been seen by the preceding letters, that the
thoughts of General Washington had for several days been turned to-
wards a southern expedition, instead of an attack on New York ; and
the arrival of the reinforcement of Hessians in that city on the 11th had
added still stronger motives for this change of plan. After receiving in-
telligence from Count de Grasse, therefore, that he should sail directly

VOL. VIIL L



134 WASHINGTON’S WRITINGS. [XEr.49.

TO THE SUPERINTENDENT OF FINANCE.

Head-Quarters, Dobbs’s Ferry, 17 August, 1781.
DEAr SIg,

I have in confidence imparted to you the alteration
of our late plan, and made you acquainted with our in-
tended operations. Besides the provision necessary at
the Head of Elk to carry the troops down the bay, a
very considerable quantity will be wanted in Virgini
I should suppose three hundred barrels of flour, as

to the Chesapeake, no time was lost in determining what course to pur-
sue. The news came from Count de Barras.

Drary, July 14th. —“ Received despatches from the Count de Barras,
announcing the intended departure of Count de Grasse from Cape Fran-
¢ois with between twenty-five and twenty-nine sail of the line, and three
thousand two hundred land troops, on the 3d instant, for the Chesapeake
Bay ; and the anxiety of the latter to have every thing in the most per-
fect readiness to commence our operations at the moment of his arrival,
as he should be under the necessity, from particular engagements with
the Spaniards, to be in the West Indies by the middle of October. The
Count de Barras at the same time intimated his intentions of an enter-
prise against Newfoundland ; in opposition to which both Count de Ro-
chambeau and myself remonstrated, as being impolitic and dangerous un-
der the probability of Rodney’s coming on this coast.

“ Matters having now come to a crisis, and a decided plan to be de-
termined on, I was obliged,—from the shortness of Count de Grasse’s
promised stay on this coast, the apparent disinclination of their naval of-
ficers to force the harbour of New York, and the feeble compliance of
the States with my requisitions for men hitherto, and the little prospect
of greater exertion in future,—to give up all ideas of attacking New
York, and instead thereof to remove the French troops and a detachment
from the American army to the Head of Elk, to be transported to Vir-
ginia for the purpose of codperating with the force from the West Indies
against the troops in that State.”

In the letter, which accompanied the despatches above mentioned,
Count de Barras said, that Count de Grasse did not require him to form a
junction with the West India squadron, but left him at liberty to under-
take any other enterprise, which he might think proper. In conformity
with this permission, and with the spirit of the original but contingent in-
structions from the ministers, he proposed an expedition to Newfoundland,
and said he should wish to take with him the land forces, that had been
left at Newport under M. de Choisy. This step was strongly disapproved
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many of salt meat, and eight or ten hogsheads of rum
would be sufficient at Elk. For what will be con-
sumed in Virginia, I imagine the order must be gen-
eral, as we can neither ascertain the number of men,
who will be drawn together, or the time they will be
employed.

I have written to the Count de Grasse, and have re-
quested him to send up his light vessels of every kind
to Elk ; but I would nevertheless wish to have all that
may be at Baltimore and the upper parts of the bay
secured. I shall therefore be obliged to you to take
measures at a proper time for that purpose. When

by both General Washington and Count de Rochambeau ; and, as soon as
he received their remonstrance against it, Count de Barras resolved to
proceed to the Chesapeake.

It is probable, likewise, that some degree of personal feeling had its in-
fluence on the wishes of Count de Barras. In the council of war, which
was held some time before respecting the removal of the fleet to Boston,
after a debate indicating a little warmth among the officers, Count de
Rochambeau represents M. de Barras as using the following language.
“ No person is more interested than I am in the arrival of M. de Grasse
in these seas. He was my junior ; he has just been appointed lieutenant-
general. At the moment his approach is made known, I shall set sail to
put myself under his orders. I will finish this campaign; I will never
make another.” — Mémoires de Rochambeau, Tom. I. p.276. Hence it
appears, that the two naval commanders stood in a delicate relation to
each other ; and it may be presumed, that this was the reason why Count
de Grasse left Count de Barras at liberty to join him or not, as he should
be inclined ; and also why the latter preferred a separate enterprise.

The same anecdote is mentioned by M. Soulés ( Histoire des Troubles
de D Amérique Anglaise, Tom. III. p. 372), whose work on the American
revolution is the best written and most authentic in the French language.
The author had access to public documents in the department of war;
but all the particulars relating to the operations of Rochambeau’s army
are taken almost word for word from a narrative, which had been drawn up
by Count de Rochambeau, and which was afterwards published as a part
of his Mémoires. A large portion of M. Soulés’ book was read in manu-
script by Count de Rochambeau, and also by the minister of war; and,
although this process might contribute to its accuracy, yet it would hardly
leave unshackled the author’s independence and judgment.

See a letter from Count de Grasse to Count de Rochambeau in the
ArrerpIX, No. IV.
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that time will be, and when you shall give orders for
the deposit at Elk, I will hereafter inform you. I shall
direct the quartermaster in due season to take up all
the small craft in the Delaware for the purpose of
transporting the troops from Trenton to Christiana.
Should he have occasion for advice or assistance from
you upon this occasion, I must request you to give
him both. I am confident it will be necessary to give
the American troops, destined for southern services,
one month’s pay in specie. This will amount to about

dollars. If it will be possible for you to pro-
cure this sum, you will infinitely oblige me and will
much benefit the service. I shall also stand in need
of a sum of specie for secret services, I suppose about
five hundred guineas. I am, dear Sir, &c.*

TO MAJOR-GENERAL HEATH.

Instructions.
SIr,

You are to take the command of all the troops re-
maining in this department, consisting of the two regi-
ments of New Hampshire, ten of Massachusetts, and
five of Connecticut infantry, the corps of invalids, Shel-
don’s legion, the third regiment of artillery, together
with all such State troops and militia, as are retained
in service, and who would have been under my own
command.

The security of West Point and the posts in the
Highlands is to be considered the first object of your
attention. In order to effect this, you will make such

* To this request for money Mr. Morris made a very discouraging re-
ply, stating that he had none, but would make every possible exertion.
See his answer in the Diplomatic Correspondence, Vol. XL p. 431
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dispositions as in your judgment the circumstances shall
from time to time require ; taking care to have as large
a supply of salted provisions as possible constantly on
hand ; to have the fortifications, works, and magazines
repaired and perfected as far as may be; to have the
garrison at least in all cases kept up to its present
strength ; and to have the minuter arrangements and
plans for the defence and support of this important post
perfectly understood and vigorously acted upon, in case
of any attempt against it. Ample magazines of wood
and forage are to be laid in against the approaching
winter. The former should be cut on the margin of
the river, and transported by water to the garrison.
The latter ought to be collected from the country be-
low the lines, in the greatest quantities possible, and
deposited in such places as you shall judge proper.

The force now put under your orders, it is presumed,
will be sufficient for all the purposes above mentioned ;
as well as to yield a very considerable protection and
cover to the country, without hazarding the safety of
the posts in the Highlands. This is to be esteemed,
as it respects the friendly inhabitants and resources of
the country, an extremely interesting object ; but, when
compared with the former, of a secondary nature. The
protection of the northern and western frontiers of the
State of New York, as well as those parts of that and
other States most contiguous and exposed to the rav-
ages and depredations of the enemy, will claim your
attention. But, as the contingencies, which are to be
expected in the course of the campaign, may be so
various, unforeseen, and almost infinite, that no particu-
lar line of conduct can be prescribed for them, upon
all such occasions you will be governed by your own
prudence and discretion, in which the fullest confidence
is placed.

VOL VIIL 18 L*
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Although your general rule of conduct will be to act
on the defensive only, yet it is not meant to prohibit
you from striking a blow at the enemy’s posts, or de-
tachments, should a fair opportunity present itself.

The most eligible position for your army, in my opin-
ion, will be on the north side of Croton River; as
well for the purpose of supporting the garrison of West
Point, annoying the enemy, and covering the country,
as for the security and repose of your troops. Water-
bury’s brigade, which may be posted towards the
Sound, Sheldon’s corps, the State troops of New York,
and other light parties, may occasionally be made use
of to hold the enemy in check, and carry on a pelite
guerre with them; but I would recommend keeping
your force as much collected and as compact as the
nature of the service will admit, doing duty by corps
instead of detachments whenever it is practicable, and
above all exerting yourself most strenuously and assidu-
ously, while the troops are in a camp of repose, to
make them perfect in their exercise and manceuvres,
and to establish the most regular system of discipline
and duty. The good of the service and the emulation
of corps will, I am persuaded, prompt the officers and
men to devote their whole time and attention to the
pleasing and honorable task of becoming masters of
their profession. The uncertainty, which the present
movements of the army will probably occasion with the
enemy, ought to be increased by every means in your
power, and the deception kept up as long as possible.

It will not be expedient to prevent such militia as
were ordered from coming in, until the arrival of the
Count de Grasse, or something definite or certain is
known from the southward; and even then (but of
this you will be advised) circumstances may render it
advisable to keep the enemy at New York in check,
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to prevent their detaching to reinforce their southern
army, or to harass the inhabitants on the seacoast.

The redoubt on the east side of Dobbs’s Ferry is to
be dismantled and demolished, and the platforms to be
taken up and transported up the river, if it can con-
veniently be done. The blockhouse on the other side
is to be maintained, or evacuated and destroyed, as you
shall think proper. The water-guards and other pre-
cautions to prevent a surprise, you will be pleased to
take into consideration, and regulate in such a manner
as you shall judge most expedient. You will be pleas-
ed, also, to keep me regularly advised of every impor-
tant event, which shall take place in your department.
Given under my hand at Head-Quarters, this 19th day
of August, 1781.

TO COUNT DE ROCHAMBEAU.

King’s Ferry, 21 August, 1781.
Srr,

I have this moment the honor of your letter by Mon-
sieur Blanchard. I am very sorry for the difficulties
and impediments, which fall in the way of your march,
and hope they will decrease as you proceed. I have
the pleasure to inform your Excellency, that my troops
arrived at the Ferry yesterday, and began to pass the
river at ten o’clock in the morning, and by sunrise of
this day they were all completely on this side of the
river. I hope your army will be enabled to cross with
the same facility when they arrive.

I have no news worthy of communicating from any
quarter. I shall be happy in your company to-morrow
at dinner at my quarters, and will meet you at the
ferry to-morrow by eight o’clock, when we will either
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be furnished with some cold repast en passant, or I will
take you to my quarters about three miles from the
Ferry, where you shall be introduced to a warm break-
fast. I have the honor to be, &c.*

TO THE MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE.

King’s Ferry, 21 August, 1781.
My pEAR MaRrquis,

Agreeably to my intentions communicated to you on
the 15th instant, the troops destined for the southern
quarter are now in motion. The American detachment
is already on the west side of the Hudson. The French
army I expect will reach the Ferry this day. Our
march will be continued with all the despatch that
our circumstances will admit. As it will be of great

* The American army passed from their encampment along the road
near the river to King’s Ferry, and crossed to Stony Point on the 21st.
The French army marched by the way of White Plains, North Castle,
Pine’s Bridge, and Crompond, and crossed the river with all their bag-
gage and stores between the 22d and 25th. The two armies pursued
their march to Trenton by different routes; one column passing through
Chatham, Springfield, and Brunswick, for the purpose of keeping up as
long as possible an appearance of threatening Staten Island, or of march-
ing round to Sandy Hook to facilitate the entrance of the French fleet
into the harbour. A French bakery was also established at Chatham, as
a blind to the enemy, which should strengthen the opinion that opera-
tions were intended in that quarter. General Washington remained with
the army till the 30th, when. he and Count de Rochambeau set off for
Philadelphia, and arrived there the next day. He immediately applied
himself to provide vessels, and other means of transporting the army,
baggage, and stores from Trenton to the Head of Elk. 8o few vessels
could be found, that one regiment only went by water, with the stores,
down the Delaware and up Christiana Creek. All the remaining troops
marched by land, and passed through Philadelphia. General Lincoln had
the immediate command of the army in its progress southward.

An extract from Mr. Morris’s Diary, containing an animated account
of General Washington’s reception in Philadelphia on this occasion, may
be seen'in the Diplomatic Correspondence, Vol. XI. p. 462.
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importance towards the success of our present enter-
prise, that the enemy on the arrival of the fleet should
not have it in their power to effect their retreat, I can-
not omit to repeat to you my most earnest wish, that
the land and naval forces, which you will have with
you, may so combine their operations, that the British
army may not be able to escape. The particular mode
of doing this I shall not at this distance attempt to
dictate. Your own knowledge of the country, from
your long continuance in it, and the various and ex-
tended movements, which you have made, have given
you great opportunities for observation; of which I
am persuaded your military genius and judgment will
lead you to make the best improvement. You will,
my dear Marquis, keep me constantly advised of ev-
ery important event respecting the enemy or yourself.
I am, &ec.

P. S. The enclosed for the Count de Grasse is
left open for your observation, and committed to your
care for its safe conveyance. If any water-craft can
be procured in the country where you are, you will
be pleased to have them sent to the Head of Elk by
the 8th of September, to facilitate the embarkation of
the troops who will be there by that day.*

* When Cornwallis had retired before Lafayette, and was near Wil-
liamsburg, as the former had a superior force, Lafayette did not choose
to bring him to a general action; but he wished at the same time to im-
press upon him an idea of the largeness of his numbers, in order that
Cornwallis might not be induced to turn upon him, and thus compel him
again to retreat. He had taken into his service a very shrewd negro
man, whom he had instructed to go into the enemy’s camp and pretend
to give himself up to them. This task the man performed with so much
cunning, that he was actually employed by Lord Cornwallis as a spy, at
the time he was acting in the same capacity for the other side. But he
was true to his first employer. Lafayette wrote a fictitious order to Gen-
eral Morgan, requiring him to take his station at a certain post in con-
junction with the army. The paper was then torn and given to the negro,
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TO ROBERT MORRIS AND RICHARD PETERS.*

King’s Ferry, 21 August, 1781,
GENTLEMEN,

I have devoted the first moment of my time, which
I could command (while the troops are halted for the
French army at this place), to give my sentiments un-
reservedly on the several matters contained in your fa-
vor of the 13th instant. This I will attempt to do
with all that frankness and sincerity, which, from your
candor in your communications, you have a right to ex-
pect, and for doing which with the greater freedom the
importance of the subject will be my apology. Per-
suaded that we are influenced by the same motives,
and anxious in pursuit of the same object, I am only
unhappy, that I should be forced to dissent in a single
instance from the opinion of those, for whose judgment
and ability I have the highest deference, respecting the
surest and best mode for attaining that object.

But, being at the same time fully sensible of the ne-

with directions how to proceed. He returned to Cornwallis, who asked
him what news he brought from the American camp. He said there was
no news, that he saw no changes, but every thing appeared as it was the
day before. Holding the tattered paper in his hand, he was asked what
it was, and replied that he had picked it up in the American camp, but, as
he could not read, he did not know that it was of any importance. The
General took it, and was surprised to find such an order. He had not
heard of Morgan’s having joined the army, or of his being expected. It
made him cautious, however, for a day or two before he was undeceived,
and the object of Lafayette was gained.

* Mr. Morris, as superintendent of finance, and Mr. Peters, as a mem-
ber of the Board of War, had been appointed commissioners by Con-
gress to proceed to head-quarters, and consult the Commander-in-chief
respecting the arrangement and numbers of the army for the ensuing
year.— Journals, July 31st. They had recently been in the camp for
that purpose, and had addressed a letter to General Washington con-
taining several queries on that subject. See the letter in the Diplo-
matic Correspondence, Vol. XI. p. 426. The basis of their scheme was
a reduction of the army.
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cessity of prosecuting the war with as much vigor as
our circumstances will admit, and of using the strictest
economy in the prosecution of it; upon these very prin-
ciples, I beg leave to give it as my opinion, that a re-
duction of the number of officers and men as fixed by
the last arrangement, or any material alteration of the
establishment of the army for the next campaign, would
not in the present situation of affairs be expedient, for
the following reasons.

In the first place, because the enemy must resolve to
prosecute the war, or be disposed to make a peace ; in
either of which cases, a respectable army in the field
on our part will, I conceive, more than compensate the
expenses of it, and will eventually be the best and
most economical system of policy we can possibly act
upon. For, should the enemy still be determined to
carry on the war with obstinacy, not only policy, but
even necessity, would urge us to keep up a superior
army, as the surest and only means of forcing them to
a peace, and freeing us from the calamities and ex-
penses of the war; as it is evident from many circum-
stances, that they have relied more for success on our
want of exertions, than upon their own military prow-
ess or resources, and that this has been one principal
inducement of their persevering hitherto. But, on the
other hand, should they be inclined to a pacification,
a powerful and well appointed army would both ena-
ble us to dictate our own terms at the negotiation, and
hasten the completion of it.

In addition to this, whoever considers how much
more expensive and less serviceable militia are than
Continental troops, how heavy and repeated a burden
on the public their bounties are, when they are hired ;
when drafted, how disagreeable and frequently distress-
ing for them to be torn from their families to a life with
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which they are totally unacquainted ; how precarious and
uncertain the aid is, which may be expected from them
in such cases; what glorious opportunities have been
lost by us, and what almost ruinous advantages have
been taken by the enemy in times of our weakness,
for want of a permanent force in the field, — will, I am
persuaded, be convinced, that we ought to have con-
stantly such an army as is sufficient to operate against
the enemy, and supersede the necessity of calling forth
the militia except on the most extraordinary occasions.
I will also beg leave to remind you, Gentlemen, of the
great reduction of the number of regiments on the
Continental establishment, namely, from one hundred
and sixteen to fifty since the year 1777, and to observe,
in consequence, that, in my opinion, we do not find the
enemy so much exhausted, or their strength so debili-
tated, as to warrant any farther diminution of our estab-
lished force. By one of the late intercepted letters
from Lord George Germain, it appears the enemy con-
sidered the number of men, in their provincial corps
only, greater than the whole number of men in the ser-
vice of the continent. Since which time the reinforce-
ments that have arrived from Europe amount, by the
best accounts I have been able to obtain, to at least
four thousand men.

That the States are able, by proper exertions, to fur-
nish the number of men required by the last arrange-
ment of the army, may I think rationally be supposed ;
as the population in many of them has rather increased
than diminished since the commencement of the war;
and as the greater part of them do actually, when
called upon in an emergency, give a sufficient number
of men for services of short duration to complete their
Continental regiments. That the country abounds with
supplies of all kinds is acknowledged from all quarters.
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Whether the men can be obtained, or the resources
drawn forth, is more than I will presume with certainty
to determine; but one thing is certain, that it is idle
to contend against great odds, when we have it in our
power to do it upon equal or even advantageous terms.

There are also several arguments, which I omit to
enforce, that might be adduced particularly to prove
the impropriety of reducing the number of officers, or
making any considerable alteration in the system ;
such as our having found by experience, that the
proportion of officers is not too great for the number
of men ; that the same or a greater proportion has
been esteemed necessary in other more ancient ser-
vices ; and that the full complement is more indispensa-
bly requisite in ours, because there is a larger number
of levies and recruits ‘to train and discipline annually,
than is to be found in the regiments of other nations;
and because a greater number of officers is taken from
the line to perform the duties of the staff, than in
most other services. It is likewise an established fact,
that every alteration in the military system, or change
in the arrangement, unless founded in the most obvi-
ous principles of utility, is attended with uneasiness
among the officers, confusion with regard to the dispo-
siton of the men, and frequently with irregularities
and disagreeable consequences before it is carried
completely into execution. Perfect order throughout
the whole army has but just been restored since the
last arrangement took place. Another innovation in
the present situation might be more mischievous in its
effects.

Thus I have, Gentlemen, from a desire of faithfully
performing my duty, from the experience (of whatever
degree it is) which I have acquired in the service of
my country, and from the knowledge I have of the

VOL. VIIL 19 M
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present state of the army, given my sentiments on the
first of your queries, which likewise involves the an-
swer to the second. With regard to the third, I am
of opinion, that the recruits ought if possible to be
engaged for the war, or three years; but, if this cannot
be done, that the community, district, or class, furnish-
ing a man for a shorter term of service, ought to be
compellable to have him replaced by the period when
his time of service expires; and that funds ought to
be established, if practicable, for recruiting the men
engaged for short services, while they continue with
the army, as it is found by experience that they may
be enlisted with more facility and less expense, than
under any other circumstances. With respect to the
fourth, fifth, and sixth queries, I am in doubt whether
any alteration can be made on those subjects, which
shall tend essentially, all things considered, to the
public good. I have the honor to be, &c.

TO THE OFFICER COMMANDING HIS BRITANIC
MAJESTY’S SHIPS OF WAR AT NEW YORK.

Head-Quarters, 21 August, 1781.
Si1r,

The almost daily complaints of the severities ex-
ercised towards the American marine prisoners in New
York, have induced the Honorable the Congress of the
United States to direct me to remonstrate to the
commanding officer of his Britanic Majesty’s ships of
war in that harbour upon the subject, and to report
to them his answer. -The principal complaint now is,
the inadequacy of the room in the prison-ships to the
number of prisoners confined on board of them, which
causes the death of many, and is the occasion of
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most intolerable inconveniences and distresses to those
who survive. This line of conduct is the more aggra-
vating, as the want of a greater number of prison-
ships, or of sufficient room on shore, cannot be pleaded
in excuse. .

As a bare denial of what has been asserted by
so many individuals, who have unfortunately expe-
rienced the miseries I have mentioned, will not be
satisfactory, I have to propose, that our commissary-
general of prisoners, or any other officer, who shall
be agreed upon, shall have liberty to visit the ships,
inspect the- situation of the prisoners, and make a re-
port, from an exact survey of the situation in which
they may be found, whether, in his opinion, there
has been any just cause of complaint. I shall be
glad to be favored with an answer as soon as con-
venient. I have the honor to be, &c.*

TO COUNT DE GRASSE.

Head-Quarters, King’s Ferry, 24 August, 1781.
Sir,

I take the earliest opportunity to inform your Ex-
cellency, that, by a letter which the Count de Ro-
chambeau has received from Newport, the Count de
Barras has taken a resolution to join your fleet in the
Chesapeake ; for which purpose he intended, if the
winds should prove favorable, to depart from New-
port on the 2Ist instant. This information is com-
municated to your Excellency, that you may take
such measures as you shall think proper to facilitate
the intended junction.

* See the answer in the ArperpIix, No. V.
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From the progress already made in our march
towards the Chesapeake, it is estimated that the troops
may arrive at the Head of Elk by the 8th of Sep-
tember. That no delay may retard our embarkation,
I take the liberty again to urge the necessity of your
Excellency’s sending up all your frigates and trans-
ports to the Head of Elk, in such time, that they
may be sure of being there by the 8th of next month.
I have the honor to be, &c.

TO THE SUPERINTENDENT OF FINANCE.

Chatham, 27 August, 1781.
DEAR SiIr,

Accounts brought by several vessels to Philadelphia
and to the eastward leave little doubt, that the Count
de Grasse must have already arrived in the Chesa-
peake, or that he must be very soon there. The
Count de Rochambeau and myself have therefore
determined that no time ought to be lost in mak-
ing preparations for our transportation from Trenton
to Christiana, and from the Head of Elk down the
Chesapeake. I have written by this opportunity to
Colonel Miles, and have directed him immediately to
engage all the proper kind of craft for the navigation
of the Delaware, which can be found in Philadelphia
or in the creeks above and below it ; and, as your advice
may be useful to him, more especially so far as re-
spects procuring the vessels at a distance from Phila-
delphia, I have desired him to wait upon you for that
purpose. I shall also be obliged to you for using your
influence with the gentlemen of Baltimore, to permit
any vessels that may be in that port to come up to
Elk and assist us in transportation. I have little doubt,
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from the cheerfulness with which they furnished the
Marquis last winter, that they will comply with your
requisition on the present occasion. But, lest there
should be a necessity for the interference of the ex-
ecutive of the State, I have written to Governor Lee
upon that and other matters. I enclose the letter
under a flying seal for your information, and you will be
good enough to forward it by a chain of expresses
which is established. Any vessels, which may be pro-
cured in the Chesapeake, should rendezvous as soon
as possible in Elk River.

You will be pleased to make the deposit of flour, rum,
and salt meat at the Head of Elk, which I requested
in a former letter. I am very fearful that about fifteen
hundred barrels of salt provisions, and thirty hogs-
heads of rum, which I directed to be sent from Con-
necticut and Rhode Island under convoy of the Count
de Barras, would not have been ready when the fleet
sailed from Newport. Should that have been the
case, the disappointment will be great. I would wish
you to see whether a like quantity of those articles
can be procured in Philadelphia or in Maryland, if we
should find that they have not gone round from the
eastward.

I must entreat you, if possible, to procure one
month’s pay in specie for the detachment, which I
have under my command. Part of those troops have
not been paid any thing for a long time past, and have
upon several occasions shown marks of great discon-
tent. The service they are going upon is disagreeable
to the northern regiments; but I make no doubt that
a douceur of a litle hard money would put them in
proper temper. If the whole sum cannot be obtained,
a part of it will be better than none, as it may be
distributed in proportion to the respective wants and

M*
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claims of the men. The American detachment will
assemble in this neighbourhood to-day ; the French
army to-morrow. I have the honor to be, &c.*

TO THE MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE.

Philadelphia, 2 September, 1781.
My pEAR MAaRrquis,

Nothing could have aflorded me more satisfaction
than the information, communicated in your two let-
ters of the 21st and 24th ultimo, of the measures
you had taken, and the arrangements you were mak-
ing, in consequence of the intelligence I had given
you. Calculating upon the regular force under your
immediate orders, the militia who have already been
called for, and may be expected in the field, the
French army, and the American corps now marching
with Major-General Lincoln from. the northward, in
addition to the land forces expected on board of the
fleet, T flatter myself we shall not experience any
considerable difficulties from the want of men to carry
our most favorite projects into execution. The means
for prosecuting a siege with rapidity, energy, and suc-
cess, and for supplying the troops while they are
engaged in that service, as they are most precarious,
have been and still continue to be the great objects of
my concern and attention.

* The pressure for money to pay the troops was in part relieved by
a loan of twenty thousand hard dollars from Count de Rochambeaun,
which Mr. Morris engaged to replace by the 1st of October.— Diplo-
matic Correspondence, Vol. XI. p. 463. Colonel Laurens arrived in Bos-
ton from his mission to France on the 25th of August, bringing with
him in cash two millions and a half of livres, being part of the donation
of six millions, which had recently been given to the United States by
the King of France. This was a seasonable supply, and enabled the

superintendent of finance to fulfil his engagement. See ArpEmDIX,
No. VI
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Heavy cannon, ordnance stores, and ammunition, to
a pretty large amount, are now forwarding. General
Knox, in whose immediate province these arrange-
ments are, and who knows the whole of our resources, is
making every exertion to furnish a competent supply,
and will be on the spot to remedy every deficiency,
as far as the circumstances will possibly admit. Hav-
ing also from the first moment been extremely anxious
respecting the supplies of the army, (in which I com-
prehend not only provisions of the bread and meat
kind, but also forage and the means of transportation,)
I had written pressingly to the governors of Maryland
and Virginia on that subject previous to the receipt
of your favor of the 21st of August. I have since
reiterated my entreaties, and enforced, in the strongest
terms I was capable of using, the requisitions for spe-
cific supplies made by Congress, and now again called
for by the superintendent of finance from the states of
Jersey, Delaware, and Maryland ; and, as to the sup-
plies of Pennsylvania, we are to look for them from
the financier himself. I hope and trust the efforts of
these States and of Virginia will be uncommonly great,
and proportionate to the magnitude of the object be-
fore us.

In order to introduce some kind of system and
method in our supplies, to know with certainty what
may be depended upon, and to put the business in
the best possible train of execution, I shall send for-
ward the heads of departments, as soon as their pres-
ence can be dispensed with. I have spoken to the
surgeon-general respecting hospital stores and medi-
cines. All that can be done will be done in that
department. As to clothing I am sorry to inform you,
that little is to be expected, except in the article of
shoes, of which a full supply will be sent on.
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In my progress to the southward, I shall take care,
as far as practicable, to make all the arrangements
necessary for the operation in view, and to impress the
executives with an idea of the absolute necessity of
furnishing their quotas of supplies regularly ; as we
have no other resources to rely upon for the support
of the army, and especially, as I am very apprehensive,
that a quantity of fifteen hundred barrels of salted
provisions, which I had ordered to be shipped under
convoy of the Count de Barras, did not arrive in time
for that purpose.

But, my dear Marquis, I am distressed beyond
measure to know what has become of the Count de
Grasse, and for fear that the English fleet, by oc-
cupying the Chesapeake, towards which my last ac-
counts say they were steering, may frustrate all our
flattering prospects in that quarter. I am also not a
little solicitous for the Count de Barras, who was to
have sailed from Rhode Island on the 23d ultimo, and
from whom I have heard nothing since that time. Of
many contingencies we will hope for the most pro-
pitious events. Should the retreat of Lord Cornwallis
by water be cut off, by the arrival of either of the
French fleets, I am persuaded you will do all in your
power to prevent his escape by land. May that great
felicity be reserved for you.*

® This felicity it was his good fortune to realize. The British com-
mander sought for an opportunity to escape into North Carolina, but
the address and vigilance of Lafayette disconcerted all his schemes.
After Cornwallis had arrived at York, and commenced his fortifications,
Lafayette asked Colonel Barber if he knew of a trusty, capable soldier,
whom he could send as a spy into Cornwallis’s camp. He answered
that there was one in the New Jersey line by the name of Morgan,
who was in all respects suited to such an enterprise. The general
sent for him, and told him that he had a very difficult task to propose
t lum, which was, that he should pretend to desert, go over to the
British camp, and enlist as a soldier. Morgan answered, that he was
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You see how critically important the present mo-
ment is. For my own part, I am determined still to
persist, with unremitting ardor, in my present plan,
unless some inevitable and insuperable obstacles are
thrown in the way. Adieu. I am, &ec.

TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Chester, 3 o’clock, P. M., 5 September, 1781.
Sir, -

With pleasure I do myself the honor to transmit
to your Excellency the enclosed copy of a letter from

ready to do any thing in the service of his country, and to oblige his
general, but that his feelings revolted at such a proposal. -He must
assume the character of a sepy, and, if detected, he would not only
lose his life, but bring a lasting disgrace upon his name. He desired
the reputation of a good soldier, and a zealous, true lover of his coun-
try, but he could not endure the thoughts of being a spy. After some
conversation, however, he told the general that he would go, on one
condition, which was, that, in case any disaster should happen to him,
the general should make the true state of the case known, and have
the particulars published in the New Jersey gazettes, that no re-
proach might come upon his family and friends for his supposed mis-
conduct. To this the general assented.

Morgan joined the British camp and enlisted. Lafayette left every
thing to his discretion, but told him that he wished intelligence of im-
portant movements, and moreover desired the impression particularly to
be given, that he had boats enough to transport all his army across
James River. Morgan had been a little time in camp, when Lord Corn-
wallis sent for him and asked him many questions. Tarleton was with
him at the time, and inquired of Morgan among other things how many
boats General Lafayette had on the river. He said he did not know
the exact number, but he had been told there were enough to carry over
all the army at a moment’s warning. ¢ There!” exclaimed Cornwallis
to Tarleton, “I told you this would not do;” from which it appeared,
that they had this project in view.

The French fleet in the mean time arrived. General Lafayette had
been out to reconnoitre, and when he returned he found six men in the
British uniform and one green-coated Hessian at his quarters ; and among
them was Morgan. “ Well, Morgan,” asked the general, with surprise,
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General Gist. It announces the safe arrival in the
Chesapeake of Admiral de Grasse with twenty-eight
ships of the line. On this happy event I beg your
Excellency to accept my warmest congratulations. *I
shall proceed, with all possible despatch, forwarding
as I go the troops and stores, with all the expedition
in my power. On my arrival at the Head of Elk, if
I do not find water-craft sufficient to embark the
whole of the stores and troops, I shall forward on the
former by water, with as many troops as can go by that
conveyance, and march the others by land.
I have the honor to be, &c.*

“ whom have you got here ?” « Five British soldiers, who have deserted
with me, and a Hessian whom we captured at the out-post,” was his re-
ply. He went on to say, that, as the French fleet had arrived, and he
presumed his services could no longer be of any use to his general in
the British camp, he had returned, and these deserters and this prisoner
were the fruits of his expedition.

The general sent for Morgan the next day, and told him that his con-
duct had been in the highest degree meritorious, and that he proposed to
make him a sergeant. Morgan listened to the proposal, and said he was
highly gratified to have pleased his commander, but declined the pro-
motion. He added, that he believed himself a good soldier, but that
he was by no means certain he should make a good sergeant; that
he joined the army from a principle of duty and patriotism, because he
believed his country needed his services, and the same motives induced
him to prefer a station where he was satisfied he should be the most
useful. The general then offered him money, but this he refused also,
saying his circumstances were such at home, that he did not need money.
“ What then can I do for you?” inquired the general. “] have one
favor to ask,” replied Morgan; “during my absence some person has
taken my gun; I set a great value upon it, and, if it can be restored, it
will give me particular pleasure.” The gun was described, and the
general issued an order requiring it to be returned. This was all the
reward, that Morgan could ever be prevailed on to accept.

The above anecdote was related to me by General Lafayette himself,
nearly fifty years after the event, with much warmth of feeling and ad-
miration of the soldier’s magnanimity.

* An animated account of the effect, which this intelligence produced
on the French officers, is given by the Abbé Robin. The French army
had entered Philadelphia in the morning of that day, amidst the accla-
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TO COUNT DE GRASSE.

Head of Elk, 6 September, 1781.
SIr,

I have been honored by your Excellency’s favor
of the 2d instant, and do myself the pleasure to fe-
licitate you on the happy arrival of so formidable a
fleet of his Most Christian Majesty in the Bay of
Chesapeake under your Excellency’s command. This
happy event I hope will be improved to the most
salutary purposes for the united interests of both
nations.

Expecting to have the honor of a personal interview
with your Excellency almost as soon as this will reach
your hand, I shall not, in writing, give you the trouble
of a particular detail of my designs. 1 will only in-
form you that the van of the two armies, the French
and Americans, consisting of about two thousand men,
(there not being transports for the whole) will embark
in about two days, and will fall down the Chesapeake

mations of the people. On every side were demonstrations of joy.
After the spectacle was over, the officers dined with the Chevalier de la
Luzerne. While they were at table, a messenger arrived with a letter
to the Chevalier containing the news.— /Nouveau Voyage, p. 90.

The Abbé Robin landed at Boston in June with the reinforcement
detached from the squadron of M. de Grasse. He joined Rochambeau’s
army, and marched with it to Virginia. The next year he published in
Paris the result of his observations in America, embracing military opera-
tions, the situation and appesrance of the country, and the character,
manners, and habits of the people. His book is entitled Nouveau Voyage
dans P/Amérique Septentrionale, en PsAnnée 1781. Some of the Abbé’s
sketches are lively and spirited. A good temper is visible in all his
remarks. His prevailing foible may be ascribed to his former secluded
mode of life. The novelty of the scene seemed to fill him with a wonder
similar to that, which we may suppose to have been experienced by
the companions of Columbus on their first visit to the New World. The
Abbé’s astonishment at common things sometimes reaches so high, as
to become a hazardous experiment on the gravity of his readers.
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to form a junction with the troops under the command
of the Count de St. Simon, and the Marquis de La-
fayette, and to cooperate in blocking up Cornwallis in
York River, and preventing him from making his re-
treat by land, or collecting any supplies from the
country. This junction of the van of our troops is
proposed to be made in James River, unless your Ex-
cellency and the commanders of the land troops should
judge some other point of debarkation to be more
favorable to our intentions; in which case you will be
pleased to meet the transports while on their way, with
orders to proceed to any other point which may be
fixed on.

The remainder of the troops from hence will be
forwarded with all the expedition our circumstances will
admit. In the mean time, as it will be of the great-
est importance to prevent the escape of his Lordship
from his present position, I am persuaded that every
measure, which prudence can dictate, will be adopted
for that purpose, until the arrival of our complete force,
when I hope his Lordship will be compelled to yield his
ground to the superior power of our combined forces.

I have the honor to be, &ec.

TO THE MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE.

Head of Elk, 7 September, 1781.
My pEAR MaRrquis,

I have received with infinite satisfaction the informa-
tion of the arrival of the Count de Grasse; and have
an additional pleasure in finding, that your ideas on
every occasion have been so consonant to my own, and
that by your military dispositions and prudent meas-
ures you have anticipated all my wishes. Every thing
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has hitherto succeeded agreeably to my desires and
expectations. The want of a sufficient number of
vessels to transport the whole of the troops, ordnance,
and stores at once, is only a misfortune that could not
be avoided.

We shall have transports enough, I believe, to em-
bark the heavy cannon, necessary stores, and the van
of the American and French armies, consisting of one
thousand men from each, by to-morrow. No measure
will be left unessayed, no effort unattempted, to get
forward the remainder of the troops and stores, and
commence the operation as soon as it is possible in
the nature of things to be done. I forbear to enter
into more particulars, as I shall set out for the theatre
of action to-morrow, and hope to have the pleasure of
communicating with you personally in a few days, and
of making every arrangement, in conjunction with the
admiral, which may be deemed necessary. I am, &c.*

TO THE MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE.

Mount Vernon, 10 September, 1781.
My pEAR MARrquis,

We are thus far on our way to you. The Count
de Rochambeau has just arrived. General Chastellux
will be here, and we propose, after resting to-morrow,
to be at Fredericksburg on the night of the 12th.
The 13th we shall reach New Castle; and the next
day we expect to have the pleasure of seeing you at
your encampment. Should there be any danger as
we approach you, I should be obliged if you will send

* General Washington reached Baltimore on the 8th, where he was
met by a deputation of the citizens from whom he received a public
address, to which he replied.
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a party of horse towards New Kent Court-House to
meet us. With great personal regard and affection,
I am, my dear Marquis, &ec.

TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Williamsburg, 15 September, 1781.
Sig,

I have the honor to inform Congress, that I arrived
at this place last evening; that, soon after my arrival,
I received the pleasing intelligence, that the Count de
Grasse, who had put to sea on the 5th in pursuit of
the British fleet, had returned to his former station at
Cape Henry, having driven the British from the coast,
taken two of their frigates, and effected a junction
with the squadron of the Count de Barras.*

In consequence of my having been informed of the
sailing of the fleet from the Capes, and being appre-
hensive that we were not assured_of the security of
our navigation in the bay, I had ordered the troops,
who were embarked at the Head of Elk, to stop until
we had further intelligence. Orders are this morning
gone on to press them forward with every despatch
possible. I am distressed to find, that the supplies of
the army collecting here are on too precarious a foot-
ing. Already a want of provisions has been experi-
enced. Every measure is taking, that is in my power,
to be better assured of our supplies in future. How
far I shall succeed in my endeavours, time must dis-
cover. I have the honor to be, &c.

* On his passage from the West Indies to the Chesapeake, Count
de Grasse captured a British armed véessel, bound from Charleston to
New York, in which was Lord Rawdon, who was taken prisoner and
brought into the Chesapeake.
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TO MAJOR-GENERAL LINCOLN.

Williamsburg, 15 September, 1781,
DEear SiIr,

Upon information of the sailing of the fleet from the
Chesapeake Bay, I gave orders for the troops, who
were embarked, to be stopped. Since my arrival at
this place, I am informed that Count de Grasse has
been joined by Count de Barras, and, having cap-
tured two English frigates, has returned to his former
station at the Capes. On this pleasing information
I have sent forward Count Fersen to hurry on the
troops with all possible despatch. Every day we now
lose is comparatively an age. As soon as it is in our
power with safety, we ought to take our position near
the enemy. Hurry on then, my dear Sir, with your
troops on the wings of speed. The want of our men
and stores is now all that retards our immediate
operations. Lord Cornwallis is improving every mo-
ment to the best advantage; and every day that is
given him to make his preparations may cost us many
lives to encounter them.

I am very sensible of your vigilance and activity.
My impatience, however, to commence our operations
impels me to write as I have done. You will come
with your troops to the College Landing in James
River, where, unless you receive other orders, you
will debark. I am, &c. )

TO COUNT DE GRASSE.

Williamsburg, 15 September, 1781.
SIR,

I had the honor to receive your Excellency’s letter
of the 4th of this month soon after my arrival at this
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place. I am at a loss to express the pleasure, which
I have in congratulating your Excellency on your re-
turn to your former station in the bay, and the happy
circumstance of forming a junction with the squadron
of the Count de Barras. I take particular satisfaction
in felicitating your Excellency on the glory of having
driven the British fleet from the coast, and taking
two of their frigates. These happy events, and the
decided superiority of your fleet, give us the happiest
presages of the most complete success in our com-
bined operations in this bay.

It is with much regret, that I find the want of
transports in the bay has retarded the progress of
the troops expected from the northward. If it is
possible for your Excellency to give us any assistance
in this distress, it will be attended with inexpressible
advantage to the prosecution of our measures, and will
be acknowledged with the highest gratitude. Such of
our troops, as could not be embarked at the Head of
Elk, are marching to Baltimore, where they are to be
put on board such transports as may be collected at
that place.

It is very much the wish of the Count de Rocham-
beau, as well as of myself, to have the honor of an
interview with your Excellency ; but our particular
circumstances render us dependent on your goodness
for the means of conveyance. If your Excellency
could despatch some fast-sailing cutter to receive us
on board, and inform us as to the time and place,
we shall be very happy to attend on you, at the earli-
est moment you shall fix. Count Fersen, an aid to
Count de Rochambeau, is sent on to hurry down the
troops that are embarking. If your Excellency can
furnish him the means of proceeding up the bay, it will
be very agreeable. I am, &ec.
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P. S. Since writing the above, I am informed with
much pleasure, that your Excellency has anticipated
my wishes in sending transports up the bay.*

TO MAJOR-GENERAL ST. CLAIR.

Williamsburg, 15 September, 1781.
DEear SIg,

I have to request you, in the most earnest manner,
to send forward all the recruits that are furnished by
the State of Pennsylvania for their line. Let it not
be said, that those troops are kept from service for
want of a few articles, which they could wish to be
furnished with, when other troops doing duty in the
field are combating almost every distress imaginable
in the want of almost every necessary. If any thing
in the power of the State can be instantly done to-
wards their equipment, I wish the authorities to be
called upon, and hope they will furnish what they can
without delay. It is the highest absurdity in the world
to keep those troops in a state of idleness at great
expense, and at the same time for want of them to
put the public to the same or much greater charge,
by calling in the aid of militia, which we are now
obliged to do. I beg you, therefore, to hurry on those
troops, with all the expedition in your power, by wa-
ter down the Chesapeake, embarking at Baltimore,

* On the 10th of August, Count de Barras arrived in the Chesapeake,
with the squadron from Rhode Island, the French siege artillery, and
the land forces under M. de Choisy. Ten transports from this squad-
ron, two frigates lately captured from the enemy, and other prize-
vessels, were immediately despatched up the bay to receive on board
the French troops, who could not find means of transportation from the
Head of Elk and Baltimore, and had pursued their route by land. They
embarked at Annapolis, and proceeded by water to James River.

VOL. VIII. 21 N*
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where craft can doubtless be found by taking the
proper precaution, and their transportation will be per-
fectly secure, so long as the fleet maintains its pres-
ent station. The place of debarkation will be in James
River, probably at the College Landing, unless further
orders shall be given to carry them to some other place
nearer the point of our operations. I am, &c.*

TO COUNT DE GRASSE.

S Williamsburg, 22 September, 1781.
IR,

The enclosed letter for your Excellency, and the
copies of others to Count de Rochambeau and myself,
have this moment come to my hands. I deem the
intelligence they contain of so much importance, that
I have thought it proper to transmit them immediately
to you by the Baron Closen, one of the aids-de-camp
to Count de Rochambeau.t 1 am, dear Sir, &ec.

* From the Diary, September 17th.—“In company with Count de Ro-
chambeau, the Chevalier de Chastellux, General Knox, and General Du-
portail, I set out for an interview with the admiral, and arrived on board
the Ville de Paris (off Cape Henry) the next day about noon; and,
having settled most points with him to my satisfaction, except not ob-
taining an assurance of sending ships above York, I embarked on board
the Queen Charlotte, the vessel .I went down in; but, by reason of
hard blowing and contrary winds, I did not reach Williamsburg again
till the 22d4.”

Count de Grasse also gave notice, that his fleet could not continue
on this station beyond the lst of November.

t The intelligence contained in the letters was, that Admiral Digby
had just arrived at New York with a reinforcement of six ships of the
line. ‘
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TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

S Williamsburg, 23 September, 1781.
v IR,

On my arrival at this place I found it would be at-
tended with good consequences for me to see Admi-
ral de Grasse in person. This visit I have performed,
and met the Count on board the Ville de Paris at
Cape Henry, from whence I have just returned. I am
happy to inform Congress, that I found the French
admiral disposed in the best manner to give us all the
assistance in his power, and perfectly to codperate
with me in our present attempt.

The vessels from the Head of Elk are now debark-
ing their stores and troops, except some few which
are not yet arrived. This is accounted for from their
being dull sailers. They are expected soon. I still
find myself embarrassed for want of provisions, and
sufficient means of transportation ; but by superior ex-
ertions I hope to surmount these difficulties, and to find
myself soon before the enemy’s works at York and
Gloucester. I have the honor to be, &c.

TO COUNT DE GRASSE.

Williamsburg, 25 September, 1781.
Sir,

I cannot conceal from your Excellency the painful
anxiety under which I have labored since the receipt
of the letter, with which you honored me on the 23d
instant.* The naval movements, which your Excel-
lency states there as possible, considering the intel-
ligence communicated to you by Baron de Closen,

* See this letter in the ArpEnDIX, No. VII.
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make it incumbent upon me to represent the conse-
quences that would arise from them, and to urge a per-
severance in the plan already agreed upon. Give me
leave, in the first place, to repeat to your Excellency,
that the enterprise against York, under the protection
of your ships, is as certain as any military operation
can be rendered by a decisive superiority of strength
and means; that it is in fact reducible to calculation;
that the surrender of the British garrison will be im-
portant in itself and its consequences ; and that it must
necessarily go a great way towards terminating the
war, and securing the invaluable objects of it to the
allies.

Your Excellency’s departure from the Chesapeake,
by affording an opening for the succour of York, which
the enemy would instantly avail themselves of, would
frustrate these brilliant prospects; and the consequence
would be, not only the disgrace and loss of renouncing
an enterprise, upon which the fairest expectations of
the allies have been founded, after the most expen-
sive preparations and uncommon exertions and fatigues,
but perhaps the disbanding of the whole army for want
of provisions.

The present theatre of the war is totally deficient in
the means of land transportation, being intersected by
large rivers, and the whole dependence for interior
communication being upon small vessels. The country
has besides been so much exhausted by the ravages
of the enemy, and the subsistence of our own army,
that our supplies can only be drawn from a distance,
and under cover of a fleet commanding the Chesa-
peake. I most earnestly entreat your Excellency far-
ther to consider, that, if the present opportunity should
be missed, and you should withdraw your maritime
force from the position agreed upon, no future day can
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restore to us a similar occasion for striking a decisive
blow ; that the British will be indefatigable in strength-
ening their most important maritime points; and that
the time of an honorable peace will be more remote
than ever.

The confidence, with which I feel myself inspired
by the energy of character and naval talents, which so
eminently distinguish your Excellency, leaves me no
doubt, that, upon a consideration of the consequences,
which must follow your departure from the Chesa-
peake, you will determine upon the measure, which
the dearest interests of the common cause would dic-
tate. I bad invariably flattered myself, from the ac-
counts given me by skilful mariners, that your position,
moored in the Chesapeake, might be made so re-
spectable as to bid defiance to any attempt on the part
of the British fleet, at the same time that it would sup-
port the operations of a siege, secure the transportation

of our supplies by water, and economize the most
precious time by facilitating the debarkation of our
heavy artillery and stores conveniently to the trenches
in York River. It is to be observed, that the strength
of the enemy’s reinforcement under Admiral Digby, as
we have the intelligence from the British, may not only
be exaggerated, but altogether a finesse ; and, suppos-
ing the account consistent with truth, their total force,
it was hoped, would not put them in a condition to
attack with any prospect of success.

If the stationary position, which had been agreed
upon, should be found utterly impracticable, there is an
alternative, which however inferior, considered relatively
to the support and facility of our land operations, would
save our affairs from ruin. This is, to cruise with your
fleet within view of the Capes, so as effectually to pre-
vent the entrahce of any British vessels.
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Upon the whole, I should esteem myself deficient in
my duty ta the common cause of France and America,
if I did not persevere in entreating your Excellency
to resume the plans, that have been so happily ar-
ranged ; and, if invincible maritime reasons shall prevent,
I depend as alast resource upon your pursuing the al-
ternative above mentioned, and rendering the Chesa-
peake inaccessible to any enemy’s vessel.

However the British admiral may manceuvre, and
endeavour to divert your Excellency from the object
in view, I can hardly admit a belief, that it can be his
serious intention to engage in a general action with a
fleet, whose force will be superior, supposing the most
flattering accounts of the British to be true; past ex-
perience having taught them to engage with caution,
even upon equal terms, and forced from them acknow-
ledgments, which prove the respect with which they
have been inspired. Let me add, Sir, that even a mo-
mentary absence of the French fleet may expose us to
the loss of the British garrison at York; as in the
present state of affairs, Lord Cornwallis might effect
the evacuation with the loss of his artillery and bag-
gage, and such a sacrifice of men as his object would
evidently justify.

The Marquis de Lafayette, who does me the honor
to bear this to your Excellency, will explain many par-
ticularities of our situation, which could not well be
comprised in a letter. His candor and abilities are well
known to you, and entitle him to the fullest confidence
in treating of the most important interests. I have
earnestly requested him not to proceed any farther
than the Capes,* for fear of accidents, should your Ex-

* This letter, sustained by the explanations and arguments of the Mar-
quis de Lafayette, produced a change in the schemes of Count de Grasse ;
and he agreed to remain within the Capes, and blockade the bay during



ParrIl] THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 167

cellency have put to sea. In this case he will despatch
a letter to you in addition to this.
I have the honor to be, &c.

TO COUNT DE GRASSE.

S Head-Quarters, 27 September, 1781.
IR,

I am much indebted to your Excellency for the in-
stant communication, with which you have honored me,
of the disposition that you have determined for your
fleet. The resolutions that you have taken in our cir-
cumstances prove, that a great mind knows how to
make personal sacrifices to secure an important gen-
eral good. Fully sensible of those, which you have
made on the present occasion, I flatter myself, that
the result of the operations, conducted under your
auspices, will compensate them by its utlity to the
common cause. Your Excellency may depend on ev-
ery assistance, that the allied armies can give, rela-
tively to the battery which you propose at Point Com-
fort, and that our utmost exertions will be used in
hastening the investment of the enemy. I am, &ec.

P. S. T am this moment informed by deserters,
that the enemy are preparing more fire-ships against

the siege. He laid.the matter before a council of war. ¢ The result has
been,” said he in his reply, “ that the plan I had suggested was the most
brilliant and glorious, but it would not fulfil the views we had proposed.
It is consequently decided, that a large part of the fleet shall anchor in
York River, that four or five vessels shall be stationed so as to pass up
and down in James River, and that you shall aid us with the means to
erect a battery on Point Comfort, where we can place cannon and mor-
tars. We shall immediately proceed to execute this arrangement, and
I hasten to give you notice, that we may act in concert for the advance-
ment of our operations.”
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your vessels in the river, and that the old Fowey is
to be one.*

TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Camp, near York, 1 October, 1781.
Sig,

Last evening I was honored with your Excellency’s
favor of the 21st with its enclosure. The intelligence
contained in it, respecting the British fleet, is very
agreeable, and has been transmitted to Admiral de
Grasse. In my last I informed you, that our prepa-
rations for a near investment of the enemy at York
were fast ripening to a point. I have now to acquaint
your Excellency, that I marched from Williamsburg
with the whole army on the 28th, and approached near
to the enemy, about two miles from York, where a show
was made of some opposition on our left; but, Count
de Rochambeau, who commanded that part of the ar-
my, moving some field-artillery towards them, under
direction of the Baron Viomenil, and giving a few shot,

* Near the British works at Gloucester were stationed the legion of
the Duke de Lauzun, and the Virginia militia under General Weedon.
Those officers represented, that, considering the nature of the ground,
their strength, and the facility with which the enemy might reinforce
that post, an augmentation of their numbers was indispensable, both to
enable them to occupy a good defensive position, and to confine the
enemy within their lines. General Washington applied to Count de
Grasse for a detachment of six or eight hundred marines to be sent
from his ships on this service. M. de Choisy was the bearer of the let-
ter making the request. The troops were obtained, though Count de
Grasse spared them with reluctance, and desired that no future requi-
sition of the kind might be made upon him, as his situation was criti-
cal, and he was unwilling to have his men so divided as to subject
him to -embarrassment in case of a contingency. The American and
French troops at Gloucester were put under the command of M. de
Choisy, who was a brigadier-general in the French service.
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they retired. On the 29th, the American troops moved
forward, and took their ground in front of the enemy’s
works on their left; there being no opposition, save a
few scattered shot from a small work by Moor’s Mill,
and a battery on the left of Pigeon Quarter. There
was a small fire all day from our riflemen and the
enemy’s Yagers. On the 30th in the morning we dis-
covered that the enemy had evacuated all their ex-
terior works, and withdrawn themselves to those near
the town. By this means we are in possession of very
advantageous grounds, which command their line of
works in a very near advance. All the expedition,
that our circumstances will admit, is using to bring up
our heavy artillery and stores to open our batteries.
This work I hope will be executed in a few days,
when our fire will immediately commence.

The investment of the enemy is fully completed and
drawn very near to their lines, saving the water com-
munication above the town on York River. To com-
plete that part, a request is gone to Count de Grasse,
desiring him to push a ship or two above the town;
which, if effected, will answer many very valuable pur-
poses. The position of Count de Grasse is judi-
ciously taken, the main fleet being disposed in Lynn-
haven Bay, and detachments made to secure the riv-
ers; and the determination of the Count seems to be
fully to comply with our wishes in every necessary co-
operation. I shall continue to keep Congress advised
of such occurrences as are worthy the communication.

I have the honor to be, &ec.

VOL. VIII 22 0



170 WASHINGTON’S WRITINGS. [£r.48

TO COUNT DE GRASSE.

Before York, 1 October, 1781.
SIr, .

I should have had the honor of acknowledging soon-
er the note, which your Excellency transmitted by the
Marquis de Lafayette, but an expectation of being able
to accompany my answer with interesting intelligence
induced me to defer it to the present moment. With
regard to the station, which your Excellency has de-
termined for the main fleet, the reasons, which you are
pleased to communicate, prove that it unites all ad-
vantages, and inspire the greatest confidence in the
accomplishment of its object.

I have only one proposition to submit on the subject
of naval dispositions, and the objects of it are too es-
sential not to be exposed in their fullest light. 1 mean
the stationing two or three ships above the enemy’s
posts on York River. For the want of this only means
of completing the investment of their works, the Brit-
ish remain masters of the navigation for twenty-five
miles above them, and have, by their armed vessels,
intercepted supplies of the greatest value on their way
to our camp. The loss is redoubled, by diminishing
our means and augmenting those of the enemy at a
most critical time. We are even necessitated, for the
protection of Williamsburg and the magazines in our
rear, to leave a post of seven or eight hundred men in
that quarter ; a diminution of our force that in present
circumstances we can but ill support. But, unless this
detachment is made, the enemy might in the greatest
security land above Queen’s Creek to cover their left
flank, and by a very short march effect the most de-
structive purposes; while the circuitous march which
we, from the nature of the country, should be obliged
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to make, would render it impossible to arrive in time
to prevent or punish them. We are besides reduced to
the impossibility of concerting measures with the corps
of troops at Gloucester, being obliged, in order to com-
municate with them, to make a circuit of near ninety
miles, whereas in the other case it would be both easy
and expeditious. But what is a still more decisive con-
sideration is, that Lord Cornwallis has, by the York
River, an outlet for his retreat, and that he may, by
embracing a leading wind and tide and stealing a march,
proceed unmolested to West Point, where, upon de-
barking his troops, he will have the Pamunky on one
flank and the Mattapony on the other; and that finally
he may, by mounting the greater part of his men, and
by successive forced marches, push his- way, with a
compact, disciplined army, through a country whose
population is too scattered to be collected for sudden
opposition, and make it impossible for us to overtake
him. Many people are of opinion, that Lord Corn-
wallis will embrace this as the only means of safety;
and it is certain, that, unless the investment is com-
pleted as above mentioned, he will have it in his pow-
er either now or in a last extremity.

The present position of the fleet and army perfectly
secures us against every enterprise on the part of the
enemy in James River.

Upon the whole, I can assure your Excellency, that
this seems to be the only point in which we are de-
fective. The enemy have already abandoned all their
exterior works, and withdrawn altogether to the body
of the place, and given us great advantages for open-
ing the trenches. The engineers have had a near and
satisfactory view of the works, without interruption, and
we have most to apprehend Lord Cornwallis’s escape.

For these reasons I earnestly entreat, that you will
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be pleased to authorize and enjoin the commanding
officer of the ships in York River, to concert measures
with me for the purpose above mentioned. In this case
an additional ship may be necessary to remain at the
mouth of the river. The Experiment and two frigates,
if your Excellency thinks proper, would be best cal-
culated for the station above.

If, upon mature examination of the passage, it should
appear too great a risk for the ships, I would at least
solicit your Excellency, that the vessels may advance
higher up the river, and take a more menacing position
with respect to the enemy on our right. But 1 must
confess, that I am so well satisfied by experience, of
the little eflect of land batteries on vessels passing
them with a leading breeze, that, unless the two chan-
nels near York should be found impracticable by ob-
structions, I should have the greatest confidence in the
success of this important service.

Your Excellency’s approbation of this measure would
supersede the necessity of a defence against fire-ships.
But the nature of the river besides renders it physi-
cally impossible to form any obstructions of the kind
proposed. I entreat your Excellency to accept the
sentiments of respectful attachment, with which I have
the honor to be, &c.*

* The attempt to pass up York River was declined by Count de
Grasse, not because he thought the works at York and Gloucester would
present serious obstacles, but because he bclieved his large vessels would
not be secure in that station. The enemy had a great number of boats
and small craft, and with these they could easily bring fire-ships in the
night, from which his vesscls would be exposed to imminent danger,
confined in the narrow channel of a river; especially as he had not in
his whole fleet a sufficient number of row-boats and light craft for de-
fence in such a situation, even if they could all be transported up the
river in safety. This objection he deemed insuperable, and the project
was laid aside. It was revived again, however, a few days afterwards.
The passage and the river above York were reconnoitred by a French
officer, and, upon his representation, Count de Grasse agreed to send
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TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

Camp, before York, 6 October, 1781.
Sig,

Since mine to your Excellency of the 1st instant,
we have been employed in repairing the enemy’s works
upon Pigeon Hill, and in constructing a new interme-
diate redoubt. These will serve to give security to
our troops in making their approaches. We have been
assiduously employed in making fascines and gabions,
and in transporting our heavy cannon, mortars, and
stores from Trebell’s Landing, on James River. In
the last we made slow progress, until the arrival of
the wagons and teams from the northward; but, it
being the opinion of the engineers, that we now have
a sufficient stock to commence operations, we shall
this night open trenches. I take a very singular pleas-
ure in congratulating Congress upon the very impor-
tant and brilliant victory gained by General Greene
on the 8th of September.* I am, &c.

TO EDWARD RUTLEDGE.

Camp, before York, 6 October, 1781.
My DEAR SIR,

I am fully impressed with the justice and truth of
every remark contained in your letter of the 12th ul-
timo, and you may be assured, were the means of
carrying your wishes into effect under my control and
direction, that they should be applied, as soon as cir-

up some of his vessels, provided General Washington would furnish such
a number of row-boats as would protect them from the fire-ships. This
was about to be executed when Lord Cornwallis proposed terms of sur-
render.
* At the battle of Eutaw Springs.
o
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cumstances would admit, to the end which you pro-
pose. I have not time, neither could I with pru-
dence enter into the reasons, which I think will ope-
rate against carrying your very desirable plan fully
into execution. Your good sense will naturally sug-
gest what the principal one is. Of this, however, you
may be assured, that, after the present operation is
closed, and I hope it will terminate well, every thing
which depends upon me, and all the influence I can
exert, shall be used towards exterminating the British
from the southern States. If we cannot do it entirely
we will at least endeavour to confine them within so
narrow bounds, that they will scarcely have enough

to found a claim of possession upon.*
I am, dear Sir, &ec.

TO MAJOR-GENERAL GREENE.

Camp, before York, 6 October, 1781.
MY DEAR SIr,

How happy am I, in at length having it in my pow-
er to congratulate you upon a victory as splendid as I
hope it will prove important. Fortune must have been
coy indeed, had she not yielded at last to so perse-
vering a pursuer as you have been. I hope, now she
is yours, that she will change her appellation of fickle
to that of constant.

I can say with sincerity, that I feel with the highest
degree of pleasure the good effects, which you mention

* Mr. Rutledge’s letter was dated at Philadelphia, and contained sug-
gestions for a codperation between the French fleet and the land troops
to recover Charleston from the enemy. He said that he had consulted
the Chevalier de la Luzerne on the subject, and laid before him a plan,
which that minister approved, saying, that he would use his influence
with Count de Grasse to obtain naval aid from him to effect its objects.
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as resulting from the perfect good understanding be-
tween you, the Marquis, and myself. I hope it will
never be interrupted, and I am sure it never can be
while we are all influenced by the same pure motive,
that of love to our country and interest in the cause
in which we are embarked. I have happily had but
few differences with those, with whom I have the honor
of being connected in the service. With whom, and
of what nature these have been, you know. I bore
much for the sake of peace and the public good. My
conscience tells me, that I acted right in these trans-
actions ; and, should they ever come to the knowledge
of the world, I trust I shall stand acquitted by it.
Baron Steuben, from the warmth of his temper, had
got disagreeably involved with the State, and an in-
quiry into part of his conduct must one day take
place, both for his own honor and their satisfaction. 1
have for the present given him a command in this ar-
my, which makes him happy. I shall always take
pleasure in giving Mrs. Greene’s letters a conveyance ;
and, should she persist in the resolution of undertak-
ing so long a journey, as that from New England to
Carolina, I hope she will make Mount Vernon, where
Mrs. Knox now is, a stage of more than a day or two.
With much esteem and regard, I am dear Sir, &c.

TO DON FRANCISCO RENDON.*

S Head-Quarters, before York, 12 October, 1781.
IR,

I was yesterday honored with your favor of the 2d.
It gives me pleasure to find so good a disposition in

* Agent in the United States from the Spanish government.
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Don Bernardo de Galvez* to concert his operations in
such .a manner against the common enemy, that the
interests of his Most Catholic Majesty and those of
ourselves and our ally may be mutually benefited.
You must be sensible, that, in the present political
situation of affairs, I cannot, with any degree of pro-
priety, in behalf of the United States propose any
joint plan of operations to General Galvez, though I
flatter myself that difficulty will be ere long removed.

Neither can I at this time determine whether we
shall be able to act offensively against the enemy in
South Carolina and Georgia. That will in a great
measure depend upon the naval assistance we shall
be able to derive from our ally. Of this you may as-
sure General Galvez, that, should any offensive plan be
formed, which is to be undertaken by the allied arms,
I will use my influence with the French commanders
to give him due notice, should I not be able to open
a correspondence with him myself. In the mean time
you may inform him, that he cannot make a more pow-
erful diversion in favor of the southern States, than by
pushing his arms against East Florida.

I am obliged by the extract of General Galvez’s let-
ter to the Count de Grasse, explaining at large the
necessity he was under of granting the terms of capitu-
lation to the garrison of Pensacola, which the com-
mandant required. I have no doubt, from General Gal-
vez’s well known attachment to the cause of America,
that he would have refused the articles, which have
been deemed exceptionable, had there not been very

powerful reasons to induce his acceptance of them.
I am, Sir, &ec.

* Commander of the Spanish forces in Louisiana and Florida.
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TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

S Head-Quarters, before York, 12 October, 1781.
IR, :
My last despatch to your Excellency was of the 6th.
I then informed you, that we should open trenches that
nightt We did so, and established our first parallel
within six hundred yards of the enemy’s works, with
the loss of only one officer of the French artillery
wounded, and sixteen privates killed and wounded, the
greater part of whom were of the French line.

The 7th and 8th we were employed in completing
the first parallel, and in erecting batteries somewhat
advanced of it. On the 9th, at five o’clock in the af-
ternoon, the American battery on the right opened,
having six eighteen and twenty-four pounders, two
mortars, and two howitzers; and at three o’clock the
French battery on the left opened, having four twelve-
pounders, and six mortars and howitzers. We were
informed, that our shells did considerable execution in
the town, and we could perceive that our shot, which
were directed against the enemy’s embrasures, injured
them much. The 10th, two French batteries, one of
ten eighteen and twenty-four pounders, and six mor-
tars and howitzers, the other of four eighteen-pounders,
opened, as did two more American batteries, one of
four eighteen-pounders, the other of two mortars. The
fire now became so excessively heavy, that the enemy
withdrew their cannon from their embrasures, placed
them behind the merlins, and scarcely fired a shot
during the whole day. In the evening the Charon
frigate of forty-four guns was set on fire by a hot shot
from the French battery on the left, and entirely con-
sumed. Her guns and stores had been taken out. By
the report of a deserter, our shells, which were thrown

VOL. VIIL 23
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with the utmost degree of precision, did much mis-
chief in the course of the day.

Yesterday morning two of the enemy’s transports
were fired by hot shot and burnt. This has occasioned
them to warp their shipping as far over to the Glouces-
ter shore as possible. We last night advanced our
second parallel within three hundred yards of the en-
emy’s works, with little or no annoyance from them.
Only one man was killed, and three or four wounded.
I shall think it strange indeed, if Lord Cornwallis makes
no vigorous exertions in the course of this night, or
very soon after.

I cannot but acknowledge the infinite obligations I
am under to Count de Rochambeau, the Marquis de
St. Simon, commanding the troops from the West Indies,
the other general officers, and indeed the officers of
every denomination in the French army, for the assist-
ance which they afford me. The experience of many
of those gentlemen, in the business before us, is of the
utmost advantage in the present operation. And I am
sensible it must give your Excellency and Congress
the highest pleasure to know, that the greatest har-
mony prevails between the two armies. They seem
actuated by one spirit, that of supporting the honor of
the allied arms, and pushing their approaches with the
utmost vigor. I have the honor to be, &c.

TO THE PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS.

S Head-Quarters, before York, 16 October, 1781.
IR,

I had the honor to inform your Excellency in my
last, of the 12th instant, that we had the evening be-
fore opened our second parallel. The 13th and 14th
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we were employed in completing it. The engineers
having deemed the two redoubts on the left of the en-
emy’s line sufficiently injured by our shot and shells
to make them practicable, it was determined to carry
them by assault on the evening of the 14th. The fol-
lowing disposition was accordingly made. The work
on the enemy’s extreme left was to be attacked by the
American light infantry under the command of the
Marquis de Lafayette ; the other by a detachment of
the French grenadiers and chasseurs, commanded by
Major-General the Baron Viomenil. I have the pleas-
ure to inform your Excellency, that we succeeded in
both. Nothing could exceed the firmness and bravery
of the troops. They advanced under the fire of the
enemy without returning a shot, and effected the busi-
ness by the bayonet only. The reports of his Excel-
lency the Count de Rochambeau, the Marquis de La-
fayette, and Lieutenant-Colonel Hamilton,* copies of

* See Hamilton’s Report in the Remembrancer, Vol. XIIL p. 61.

Lafayette said in his report ;—  Colonel Gimat’s battalion led the van,
and was followed by that of Colonel Hamilton, who commanded the
whole advanced corps. At the same time a party of eighty men, under
Colonel Laurens, turned the redoubt. I beg leave to refer your Excel-
lency to the report I have received from Colonel Hamilton, whose well-
known talents and gellantry were on this occasion most conspicuous and
serviceable, Our obligations to him, to Coloncl Gimat, and to Colonel
Laurens, each and all the officers and men, are above expression. Not
one gun was fired ; and the ardor of the troops did not give time for the
sappers to derange the abafis; and, owing to the conduct of the com-
manders and bravery of the men, the redoubt was stormed with an un-
common rapidity. Colonel Barber’s battalion, which was the first in the
supporting column, being detached to the aid of the advance, arrived at
the moment they were getting over the works, and executed their or-
ders with the utmost alacrity. The Colonel was slightly wounded.” —
October 16th.

The following statement confutes an error of history, which is too
important to be passed over.

“ The irritation produced by the recent carnage at Fort Griswold had
not so far subdued the humanity of the American character as to in-
duce retaliation. Not & man was killed except in action. ¢Incapable,
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which I enclose, enter more particularly into a detail
of the mode in which the attacks on the parts of the
French and American columns were conducted. We
made prisoners in both redoubts, one major, two cap-
tains, three subalterns, and sixty-seven privates.

The works, which we have carried, are of vast im-
portance to us. From them we shall enfilade the en-
emy’s whole line, and I am in hopes we shall be able
to command the communication from York to Glouces-
ter. I think the batteries of the second parallel will be
in sufficient forwardness to begin to play in the course
of this day. The enemy last night made a sortie for
the first time. They entered one of the French and
one of the American batteries on the second parallel,
which were unfinished. They had only time to thrust
the points of their bayonets into the touch-holes of four
pieces of the French and two of the American artil-
- lery, and break them off ; but the spikes were easily
extracted. They were repulsed the moment the sup-
porting troops came up, leaving behind them seven or
eight dead, and six prisoners. The French had four
officers and twelve privates killed and wounded, and
we had one sergeant mortally wounded. 1 enclose to
your Excellency a return of the killed and wo